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A  Contradictory  Ruling 

New  York  City  Judges  Uphold  Bias  Ban 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  A  mayoral 
directive  requiring  that  private 
agencies  doing  business  with 
New  York  City  not  discrimi 
nate  against  homosexuals  has 
been  upheld  by  a  Manhattan 
Supreme  Court  justice.  However, 
an  injunction  obtained  by  the 
Catholic  Archdiocese  of  New 
York  and  other  agencies  barring 
enforcement  of  the  order  remains 
in  effect. 

On  November  15,  Acting  Man¬ 
hattan  Supreme  Court  Judge 
David  Saxe  ruled  that  a  version  of 
Mayor  Ed  Koch’s  Executive  Order 
50  passed  by  the  city’s  advisory 
Board  of  Estimates  was  constitu¬ 
tional.  Further,  the  justice  stated 
that  the  federal  and  state  constitu¬ 
tions  already  prohibited  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  homosexuals,  and 
that  the  Board  of  Estimates  resolu¬ 
tion  simply  “stated  the  law  as  it 
presently  is.” 

The  Archdiocese,  the  Salvation 
Army  and  several  other  agencies 
that  provide  child  care  worth 
about  $90  million  have  refused  to 
sign  contracts  including  the  anti- 
discrimination  clause  on  the  stated 
grounds  that  they  cannot  condone 


homosexuality. 

In  September,  Judge  Alvin 
Klein  of  the  State  Supreme  Court, 
New  York’s  third-highest  court, 
had  ruled  the  tpayor’s  executive 
order  unconstitutional  because  it 
“impermissibly  invaded  the  legis¬ 
lative  domain,”  and  because  it 
“usurped  the  power  of  the  City 
Council”  which  has  not  passed  a 
citywide  law  prohibiting  anti-gay 
discrimination  despite  numerous 
attempts  since  1971. 

After  Klein’s  ruling,  however, 
Koch  asked  the  Board  of  Estimates, 
composed  of  himself,  City  Council 
President  Carol  Bellamy,  Comp¬ 
troller  Harrison  Goldin,  and  the 
president  of  each  of  the  city’s  five 
boroughs,  to  specifically  approve 
the  part  of  Executive  Order  50  per¬ 
taining  to  homosexuality.  On  Oc¬ 
tober  25,  the  Board  did  so  in  Reso¬ 
lution  382,  the  ordinance  at  issue 
in  Saxe’s  ruling. 

The  Board  had  previously  taken 
action  on  Executive  Order  50 
which  contains  protection  against 
many  classes  of  discrimination, 
but  Assistant  Corporation 


Counsel  Michael  Adler,  who 
represented  the  city  in  the  latest 
round  on  the  gay  hiring  clause  said 
there  had  been  “technical  and 
legal  deficiencies”  in  the  Board’s 
previous  actions. 

“1  think  the  decision  was  a 
result  both  of  different  judges  and 
of  different  facts,”  said  Adler. 
“In  the  prior  case,  it  was  the 
mayor’s  authority  that  was  at 
stake.  In  this  case,  it  was  the 
Board’s  authority  and  the  judge 
found  that  the  Board  did  have  the 
authority  to  insert  the  clause  in 
the  city’s  contracts.” 

However,  private  agencies  cur¬ 
rently  doing  business  with  the  city, 
including  the  Catholic  Arch¬ 
diocese,  may  discriminate  against 
gay  people  in  their  employment 
practices,  because  an  injunction 
sought  by  the  agencies  and  granted 
by  the  Appellate  Division  of  State 
Supreme  Court,  the  state’s  second 
highest  court,  prohibits  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  mayor’s  order.  The  in¬ 
junction  is  to  remain  in  force  until 
the  Appellate  Division,  which  is  to 
hear  appeal  of  Klein’s  decision  in 


December,  reaches  a  decision  on 
the  matter. 

Gay  activists  hailed  Saxe’s  deci¬ 
sion  as  one  of  the  most  positive 
ever  rendered  by  a  judge  ruling  on 
a  gay  rights  ordinance. 

“After  a  long  series  of  legal 
defeats  and  in  spite  of  the  publicity 
generated  by  Archbishop  O’Con¬ 
nor’s  opposition  to  the  clause,  we 
finally  have  a  victory  to  report,” 
said  Tim  Sweeney,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Lamda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund,  which  had  filed 
an  amicus  brief  in  the  most  recent 
case.  “We’re  delighted  with  the 
decision.” 

In  the  ruling,  Saxe  found  not 
only  that  the  Board  of  Estimate 
was  within  its  jurisdiction  in  issu¬ 
ing  the  anti-discrimination  resolu¬ 
tion,  but  interpreted  the  equal  pro¬ 
tection  clauses  of  the  federal  and 
state  constitutions  to  mean  that 
homosexuals  are  currently  pro¬ 
tected  from  employment  dis¬ 
crimination. 

“This  is  particularly  necessary 
with  regard  to  these  plaintiffs,” 
the  judge  noted,  referring  to  the 


Archdiocese,  the  Salvation  Army 
and  several  other  agencies,  “who 
have  explicitly  stated  an  intention 
to  discriminate  in  their  hiring  on 
the  basis  of  one’s  sexual  orien¬ 
tation.” 

Judge  Saxe  also  pointed  out  that 
“apparently  the  prior  leadership 
of  the  Archdiocese  of  New  York 
did  not  object  to  this  mayoral 
order  and,  at  present,  the 
Brooklyn  Diocese  finds  no  conflict 
between  agreeing  to  the  order  and 
providing  secular  services  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  city.” 

According  to  published  reports, 
the  Archdiocese  and  the  other 
agencies  renewed  their  contracts 
with  the  city,  which  expired  Oc¬ 
tober  3 1 ,  after  the  city  agreed  to  in¬ 
sert  a  statement  saying  that  signing 
the  contracts  implied  no  “endorse¬ 
ment  by  the  contractor  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  sexual  orientation  or  affec- 
tional  preference.” 

The  Brooklyn  diocese  has 
agreed  to  sign  the  contracts  and 
has  never  made  an  issue  of  the 
anti-discrimination  clause  in  its 
contracts  with  the  city. 


Boston  City  Hospital  Ousts 


By  Christine  Guiifoy 

BOSTON  —  A  man  who  was 
admitted  to  Boston  City  Hospital 
who  may  have  AIDS  was  forced  to 
leave  the  hospital  by  two  physi¬ 
cians  who  feared  having  him  near 
other  patients.  The  man,  whose 
identity  has  not  been  made  public, 
was  readmitted  to  the  hospital 
after  he  called  the  Boston  Globe  to 
make  the  story  public. 

The  incident  has  prompted 
Lewis  Pollack,  the  commissioner 
of  Health  and  Hospitals,  to  meet 
with  members  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  to  discuss  ways  to 
prevent  similar  incidents  in  the 
future. 

Carolyn  Walden,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Hospitals 
public  relations  officer,  told  GCN, 
“There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion.  This  was  a  mistake.  It  is  a 
case  of  miscommunication  and 
compounded  errors.  The  hospital 
is  assuming  responsibility  for  the 
mistake.  . . .  This  causes  [us]  great 
concern.  We  will  improve  our  ef¬ 
forts.” 

The  incident  gained  publicity  in 
the  Boston  area  when  the  man  call¬ 
ed  the  Boston  Globe's  medical 
writer,  Loretta  McLaughlin,  to  tell 
her  his  story.  According  to  the 
Globe's  account,  the  man,  who 
was  called  John,  was  weeping  as  he 
related  what  had  happened. 

John  had  not  been  feeling  well, 
he  had  experienced  intermittent 
fever,  night  sweats  and  general 
malaise.  Recently,  he  noticed  he 
had  swollen  glands  (lym- 
phadenopathy).  While  these  can 
be  symptoms  of  a  variety  of  ill¬ 
nesses,  they  also  have  been 
associated  with  AIDS. 

On  November  7,  John  ex¬ 
perienced  such  severe  chest  pains 
that  he  had  to  be  taken  from  work 
to  the  hospital.  His  physician  ad¬ 
vised  him  to  have  a  biopsy  done  on 
his  swollen  glands  and  on 
November  13  he  was  admitted  to 
have  minor  surgery  for  the  biopsy. 
The  surgery  had  been  scheduled 
for  the  next  day. 

When  John  arrived  at  the 
hospital,  he  was  assigned  a  room 


with  other  patients  and  he  went  to 
sleep.  He  was  awakened  by  Dr. 
James  Landis,  an  anesthesiology 
resident,  who  asked  him  if  he  had 
had  homosexual  relations  in  the 
past  three  weeks.  John  said  Landis 
asked  loudly  and  without  drawing 
the  curtains.  When  John  asked 
Landis  to  speak  quietly  and  draw 
the  curtain,  he  refused. 

The  surgical  resident.  Dr. 
Richard  Freeman,  came  to  see 
John  shortly  after  Landis  left. 
“He  told  me  I  had  to  get  out.  He 
told  me  it  was  because  of  the 
nature  of  the  problem  and  the 
suspicion  I  had  AIDS  that  1  could 
be  contaminating  the  other  pa¬ 
tients.  He  didn’t  seem  to  care  if  I 
might  be  contaminating  the 
public.  It  was  snowing  Tuesday 
night  and  it  was  cold  and  windy. 
You  wouldn’t  put  a  dog  out  on  a 
night  like  that,  but  they  put  me 
out.” 

John  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital  at  4:00  pm  and  left  at 
4:30,  according  to  Walden.  John 
told  the  Globe  that  he  had  to  walk 
home.  Walden  said  that  although 
it  is  hospital  policy  to  try  to  find 
transportation  for  patients  who 
have  no  means  of  getting  home, 
the  patient  must  first  ask  for  it. 

But  Walden  insisted  the  blame 
lay  not  just  with  the  physicians  but 
was  a  “very  compound  error”  and 
involved  several  miscommunica- 
tions  of  policy. 

When  asked  if  the  investigation 
would  seek  to  determine  if  John’s 
privacy  was  breached  by  loud 
questioning  by  the  physicians, 
Walden  said,  “Yes,  but  it  won’t 
make  a  significant  difference. 
Nobody  is  refuting  the  patient’s 
story.” 

However,  Walden  would  not 
comment  on  whether  questions 
regarding  sexual  orientation  were 
relevant  in  this  case  saying  this  w'as 
part  of  the  investigation.  She  said 
such  questions  are  warranted 
under  certain  circumstances  and 
said,  “How  appropriate  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  and  the  tone  of  voice  — 
that  issue  does  remain.” 


Walden  told  GCN  that  both 
physicians  are  still  performing 
their  duties  and  declined  to  discuss 
details  of  the  investigation.  “The 
investigative  team  is  made  up  of 
physicians,  nurses  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  representatives  [ap¬ 
pointed  by]  Lewis  Pollack.  I  don’t 
know  specifically  how  we  will  im¬ 
prove  our  efforts.  [We  need  to] 
wait  and  see  what  comes  out  of  the 
team  investigating  it.”  Walden 
told  GCN  that  Pollack  met  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  hospital’s  medical 
departments  to  clarify  policy  in 
regard  to  AIDS  patients  and  to  en¬ 
sure  that  is  does  not  happen  again. 

Walden  said  the  physicians  in¬ 
volved  apparently  misinterpreted 
the  hospital’s  guidelines  regarding 
AIDS  or  suspected  AIDS  patients. 
She  said  the  hospital  follows 
Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  guidelines  and  it  is  only 
under  specific  circumstances  that 
such  a  person  would  be  isolated. 
She  told  GCN  the  appropriateness 
of  isolation  in  this  case  was  part  of 
“the  miscommunication.  It  was  a 
mistake  made  in  understanding  or 
interpreting.”  She  added  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  back  in  the  hospital  and  has 
been  given  a  private  room  but  is 
not  in  isolation. 

Walden  said  the  hospital  under¬ 
took  a  comprehensive  training 
program  last  summer  which 
covered  the  medical  issues  as  well 
as  “trying  to  instill  in  hospital 
workers  they  need  not  be  unduly 
concerned  with  treating  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients.” 

Larry  Kessler,  the  coordinator 
of  the  Boston  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  (AAC)  said  the  hospital  ad- 
minstration  informed  them  of  the 
incident  before  it  was  published  in 
the  Globe. 

Kessler  said  the  incident 
underlines  the  need  for  ongoing 
education  programs,  particularly 
to  cover  new  personnel.  He  said 
Boston  City  Hospital  has  a  high 
turnover.  “We  did  all  this  training 
with  people  in  hospitals  [and  some 
time  later]  it  became  clear  that  pro¬ 
blems  were  cropping  up.  It  was 


Man  With  AIDS 


because  they  had  hired  new  peo¬ 
ple.  What  is  needed  is  a  constant 
reminder.  We  should  be  asking 
ourselves:  ‘Have  we  trained  them 
today?’  ” 

Several  representatives  of  the 
lesbian/gay  community  met  with 
Commissioner  Pollack  on 
November  19.  Included  in  the 
meeting  were  Ann  Maguire,  the 
mayor’s  liaison  to  the  gay/lesbian 
community;  Sally  Deane,  assistant 
to  the  commissioner  and  former 
director  of  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center;  Steve  Tierney, 
the  co-chair  of  the  Massachusetts 


Gay  Political  Caucus  and  a  board 
member  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force;  and  Kessler. 

Kessler  said  Pollack  “couldn’t 
have  been  more  cooperative.”  He 
also  said  the  group  will  take  part  in 
a  training  program  to  reacquaint 
the  hospital  residents  with  the 
psychosocial  dimensions  of  AIDS. 
“We  will  [also]  discuss 
homophobia,”  Kessler  said. 
Training  will  be  instituted  on  an 
ongoing  basis  for  all  hospital  per¬ 
sonnel  with  the  input  of  the  gay 
community.  He  said  persons  with 
Continued  on  page  7 


Man  Defends 
Erie  Gay  Will 

By  Micheline  Justman 


ERIE,  PA  —  A  man  named  as 
the  trustee  in  a  contested  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  will  has  decided  to  go  to 
court  to  defend  the  author’s 
wishes  to  leave  his  estate  to  the 
cause  of  gay  civil  rights. 

Given  the  choice  to  defend  his 
position  as  a  trustee  of  an  estate 
that  bequeathed  approximately 
$160,000  to  gay  civil  rights  or  lose 
that  position  to  a  court-appointed 
representative,  Dr.  Raymond 
Lemieux  elected  to  retain  Erie  at¬ 
torney  James  E.  Marsh  to  defend 
the  validity  of  John  DcWitt  Mc¬ 
Bride’s  will;  McBride  died  on 
May  20,  1983. 

In  April  1984  McBride’s  nieces 
charged  that  his  will  was  invalid 
and  that  they  should  inherit  the 
estate  as  blood  relatives.  Conse¬ 
quently,  Marsh  was  retained  as  the 
local  attorney  by  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund  and 
by  the  National  Gay  Task  Force’s 
Fund  for  Human  Dignity.  In  Sep¬ 
tember  1984  Lemieux  reversed  his 
previous  decision  not  to  defend  the 
will. 

In  August  1984,  Marsh  ap¬ 
peared  on  behalf  of  National  Gay 
Rights  Advocates  and  The  Advo¬ 


cate,  a  California  based  newspaper 
named  in  the  will  as  a  source  for 
Lemieux  to  consult  in  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  estate. 

Also  during  August,  Boston’s 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  requested 
standing  with  the  Court  as  a  party 
in  the  case  in  a  23-page  memoran¬ 
dum  prepared  by  attorneys  Sandra 
Smales,  Stephen  Ansolabehere 
and  Gary  Buseck. 

In  other  legal  activity  that 
month,  Robert  C.  Ward,  Eric  at¬ 
torney  for  the  contestants  — 
nieces  Patricia  Emmons  of 
Shattuck,  Okla.  and  Jane  Mc- 
Lemore  of  Wilmington,  N.C.  — 
challenged  the  legitimacy  of  the 
gay  groups’  standing  in  the  case, 
since  none  were  named  as 
beneficiaries. 

Finally,  on  August  29,  Erie 
County  President  of  the  Orphan’s 
Court,  Judge  James  B.  Dwyer, 
issued  an  order  to  Lemieux  either 
to  represent  his  interest  in  the  will 
or  to  relinquish  his  place  as 
trustee. 

“Lemieux  must  defend  the  will. 
Otherwise,  there  is  no  contest,” 
Continued  on  page  7 
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quote  of  the  week 

“The  madness  is  everywhere,  but  greatest,  of 
course,  right  here  in  the  United  States  —  due  to  many 
of  the  same  factors  which  brought  the  Nazis  to  power 
in  Germany  during  the  Weimar  Republic.  To  begin 
with,  we  have  the  same  basic  setting:  a  bellicose  na¬ 
tion  with  delusions  of  grandeur,  recently  humiliated 
in  war  and  now  beset  by  staggering  debts,  challenged 
from  within  by  increasingly  vocal  ‘minorities’  —  a  na¬ 
tion  full  of  bitterness,  envy,  frustration  and  shame. 
Enter  a  small  group  of  superpatriots,  convinced  of 
their  ‘divine’  mission  to  defeat  the  Forces  of  Evil  and 
‘cleanse’  the  Fatherland  so  that  ‘the  greatest  nation 
in  the  world’  may  finally  achieve  an  everlasting  era  of 
Pride,  Prosperity  and  Purity.” 

—  R.  William  Wedin,  “AIDS  and  Fascism:  The  Devil 
to  Pay,”  the  New  York  Native,  Issue  102. 


prohibited  materials 

TORONTO  —  The  Toronto  Women’s  Bookstore 
staff  has  placed  periodicals  and  greeting  cards  deal¬ 
ing  with  lesbian  sexuality  on  a  “prohibited  list,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Body  Politic.  Materials  banned  from 
sale  at  the  store  include  On  Our  Backs,  The  Power  Ex¬ 
change,  Outrageous  Women  and  a  line  of  greeting 
cards. 

In  a  letter  written  to  TBP,  the  bookstore’s  staff 
called  the  materials  “lesbian  pro-sadomasochistic.” 
In  a  review  of  the  material,  staff  found  it  to  be  “anti¬ 
feminist,  anti-woman,  anti-Semitic  and  racist.”  The 
letter  stated  that  the  material  “often  utilizes  tradi¬ 
tional  pornographic  format  in  that  it  stereotypes 
women  as  enjoying  violence  and  degradation  and 
perpetuates  an  industry  that  exploits  all  women.” 

TBP  also  reported  that  Coming  To  Power,  a  book 
of  writings  and  graphics  on  lesbian  s/m,  “is  still  under 
review.” 

The  Power  Exchange  and  Outrageous  Women 
are  published  by  and  for  sadomasochistic  lesbians, 
while  On  Our  Backs  includes,  but  does  not  focus  on, 
sadomasochism. 

Letters  regarding  this  matter  may  be  sent  to:  The 
Toronto  Women’s  Bookstore,  73  Harbord  St.,  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5S  1G4. 


queer  brigade?  try  again 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  For  those  people  who  tried 
without  success  to  contact  the  organizers  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Work  Brigade  to 
Nicaragua,  be  advised  to  try  again.  A  recent  letter  to  a 
Cambridge  man  indicates  that  organizing  is  under¬ 
way. 

Lesbians  and  Gays  Against  Intervention  (LGAI) 
have  called  for  applications  from  persons  wishing  to 
join  the  brigade,  scheduled  for  February  1985. 
Organizers  want  the  brigade  to  be  50  percent 
women/50  percent  men,  and  50  percent  third 
world/people  of  color. 

Approximate  round  trip  airfare  to  Managua  is 
$600  and  living  expenses  for  a  month  are  about  $300. 
Some  financial  aid  is  available. 

For  more  information  or  to  make  a  tax  deductible 
contribution,  write  to  LGAI/Brigade,  PO  Box  6358,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94101. 


booms  and  busts 

BOSTON  —  Boston  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  has 
promised  Swiss  hotel  developers  that  he  wilt  “clean 
up”  the  Combat  Zone  to  provide  a  more  suitable  en¬ 
vironment  for  business  at  Lafayette  Place. 

According  to  the  Boston  Herald,  Flynn  has  met 
several  times  with  executives  from  Swissair  and  Nes¬ 
tle,  the  two  multi-national  corporations  that  bought 
into  Lafayette  Place  after  the  Inter-Continental  Hotel 
chain  pulled  out  of  the  new  downtown  shopping 
center  last  August. 

The  Lafayette  Place  development,  advertised 
heavily  as  an  exclusive,  up-scale  shopping  mall, 
abuts  the  city’s  Combat  Zone,  several  square  blocks 
of  “adult”  moviehouses,  peep  shows  and  bookstores 
that  are  gradually  being  overtaken  by  new  real-estate 
development.  For  those  who  might  miss  the  old 
neighborhood,  a  Swissair  executive  has  promised 
that  the  new  hotel  will  “bring  a  certain  amount  of 
Swissness  to  Boston.” 

The  business  community  in  Los  Angeles,  however, 
appears  to  be  the  center  of  innovation  in  this  regard. 
According  to  the  New  York  Times,  the  Los  Angeles 
police,  with  the  aid  of  $100,000  in  grants  from  the 
Hollywood  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  local  computer 
firm  and  area  businesses,  have  developed  a  com¬ 
puterized  system  for  keeping  track  of  prostitutes  on 
the  Sunset  Strip.  Potice  say  that  because  of  the  more 
efficient  enforcement,  the  number  of  female  pro¬ 
stitutes  doing  business  has  decreased  drastically, 
while  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  reports  that  its  own 
business  is  now  booming. 

Police  note,  however,  that  the  computerized 
system  has  not  yet  affected  the  number  of  male 
prostitutes  on  the  streets. 


standing  with  the  strikers 

NEW  HAVEN,  CT  —  As  the  strike  by  1800  Yale 
University  clerical  and  technical  workers  heads  into 
its  third  month,  attempts  by  the  Federation  of  University 
Employees  Local  34  to  settle  the  strike  through  bind¬ 
ing  arbitration  are  being  thwarted  by  the  Yale  ad¬ 
ministration,  according  to  the  Guardian.  Yale’s 
refusal  to  settle  through  direct  negotiation  with  the 
union  or  through  outside  arbitration  has  severely  dis¬ 
rupted  life  on  campus  and  sparked  protests  in  town. 

At  issue  in  the  strike  are  disparate  pay  schedules 
with  women  workers  earning  on  the  average  about  36 
percent  less  than  male  workers  performing  com¬ 
parable  work.  Service  and  maintenance  workers  have 
honored  the  picket  lines,  resulting  in  dirty  dormitories 
and  closed  dining  halls. 

Some  students  have  taken  up  the  workers’  strug¬ 
gle  with  the  university  to  form  Students  for  a 
Negotiated  Settlement.  And  102  students  filed  suit 
against  the  school  on  October  25,  charging  Yale  with 
“failure  to  deliver  educational,  custodial  and  dining 
hall  services.”  The  suit  seeks  $2  million  a  week  in 
damages  for  every  week  of  the  strike.  Students  have 
also  organized  sit-ins  to  protest  a  curtailed  library 
schedule  and  pickets  outside  the  one  dining  hall  still 
in  operation.  Yale  is  giving  each  student  $72.80  a 
week  to  buy  food  in  town. 

On  October  26,  434  union  members,  students, 
faculty  and  supporters  were  arrested  while  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  second  civil  disobedience  action 
organized  by  the  union.  Over  1000  people  watched 
while  the  protesters  blockaded  the  street  in  front  of 
the  Yale  Corporation  officers  in  a  “Witness  for  Equali¬ 
ty.”  The  blockade  generated  the  single  largest  arrest 
in  the  city’s  history. 

Karen  Cope,  a  member  of  Students  for  a 
Negotiated  Settlement,  said  before  the  .blockade, 
“Our  message  is  simple.  We  know  those  who  really 
care  about  education  at  Yale,  we  know  those  who 
really  make  it  possible  and  we  stand  with  them.” 


rugby,  anyone? 

RUGBY,  England  —  The  London  Sun,  a  daily 
tabloid,  may  have  rejoiced  when  the  town  of  Rugby’s 
borough  council  voted  20-19  to  strike  the  words  “sex¬ 
ual  orientation”  from  its  employment  fairness  policy, 
but  the  town’s  member  of  Parliament  disagreed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

While  the  Sun  trumpeted  “Hooray  for  Rugby,” 
Conservative  MP  Matthew  Parris  objected.  In  a  letter 
to  the  Sun,  Parris  wrote,  “Very  few  of  us,  I  believe, 
think  that  people  who  may  be  homosexuals  should 
not  be  allowed  to  seek  employment.  Very  few  of  us 
think  that  our  own  bedrooms  are  the  business  of  the 
Home  Secretary,  the  police  or  the  Rugby  Council.” 

The  Sun’s  editorial  had  crowed  that  the  vote 
meant  “not  having  men  turn  up  for  work  in  dresses 
and  earrings.” 

A  union  of  government  workers  voted  to  deplore 
the  council’s  move  and  to  push  for  a  nondiscrimina¬ 
tion  policy  in  the  national  union’s  equal  opportunity 
statement. 


doing  it  day  and  night 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Folks  who  like  telephonic 
sex  can  do  it  day  or  night,  according  to  a  Federal  ap¬ 
pellate  court  which  unanimously  rejected  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  attempts  to  restrict  phone  sex  calls  to 
nighttime  hours  only. 

According  to  a  New  York  Times  article,  Federal 
Communications  Commission  regulations  regarding 
business  hours  for  phone  sex  companies  were 
declared  unconstitutional.  A  three-judge  panel  on 
November  5  said  that  while  the  aim  of  the  regulation 
was  to  limit  access  by  minors,  the  effect  was  to  deny 
access  to  adults  as  well. 

Last  December,  Congress  passed  and  Reagan 
signed  a  law  banning  commercial  operation  of  dial- 
for-sex  services  if  they  were  easily  accessible  to 
minors.  The  FCC  was  directed  to  develop  guidelines 
to  determine  whether  a  service  properly  restricted  its 
clientele  to  adults. 


queer  discharge  policy 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  a  study  requested  by 
Rep.  Barbara  Boxer  (D-CA),  the  General  Accounting 
Office  found  that  discharges  from  the  military  on 
grounds  of  homosexuality  are  on  the  upswing,  USA 
Today  reported  recently. 

In  the  last  ten  years,  14,311  members  of  the  Ar¬ 
my,  Navy,  Air  Force  and  Marines  received  walking 
papers  because  they  were  gay  or  were  suspected  of 
being  gay.  The  yearly  figure  for  1974  was  875,  but  by 
1983,  that  number  had  more  than  doubled  to  1796. 

The  Navy  led  the  way  with  more  than  half  the 
total  —  8151.  The  armed  forces  spent  $373,000  inves¬ 
tigating  1619  charges  of  homosexuality  in  1983.  Of 
the  14,311  discharges,  officers  accounted  for  only 
191. 


manuscripts  sought 

OXFORD,  OH  —  Articles,  reviews,  and  other 
work  on  or  by  Ann  Allen  Shockley  or  about  the  black 
lesbian  in  literature  in  the  U.S.  are  being  solicited  for 
a  dissertation  on  the  black  lesbian  in  Shockley’s  fic¬ 
tion.  Out-of-print  materials  and  unpublished  writing 
on  these  subjects  are  especially  desirable.  Mailing 
costs  will  be  reimbursed.  Please  send  materials  to:  S. 
Diane  Bogus,  Miami  University,  Dept,  of  English, 
Bachelor  Hall,  Oxford,  OH  45056. 


challenging  the  tabloids 

LONDON  —  A  collective  of  gay  men  has  formed 
here  to  counteract  the  increasingly  anti-gay  stance 
taken  by  the  British  tabloids,  especially  in  regard  to 
AIDS^eporting.  Dead  Straight  Films  defines  its  au¬ 
dience  as  “gay  people  who  know  they  are  gay  and  a 
more  general  audience  who  will  be  able  to  gain  an  in¬ 
sight  into  the  things  they  read  about  and  see  on  tele¬ 
vision  relating  to  gay  people....”  The  group  is  produc¬ 
ing  a  video  that  gives  examples  of  media  homo¬ 
phobia.  Dead  Straight  Films  can  be  contacted  at:  BM 
DSF/Dead  Straight  Films/London  WC1N  3XX. 


round  13 

NEW  YORK  —  For  the  thirteenth  time,  the  New 
York  City  Council  will  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  a 
gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill,  according  to  Andy 
Humm  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights. 

Ouoted  in  the  National  Alliance,  Humm  said,  “I 
have  no  doubt  that  we’re  going  to  pass  the  bill  after 
the  1985  elections.”  Humm  said  that  he  expected  the 
absence  of  arch-conservative  Oueens  council- 
member  Tom  Cuite  will  make  a  difference.  Cuite,  a 
perennial  saboteur  of  Intro  1,  has  said  he  will  not  seek 
reelection  to  the  council. 

The  General  Welfare  Committee  has  scheduled 
hearings  for  November  19  to  hear  testimony  on  anti¬ 
gay  and  lesbian  discrimination  in  the  city.  Fifteen 
people  are  expected  to  testify  before  the  committee 
to  document  discrimination  ranging  from  queerbash¬ 
ing  to  harassment  on  the  job. 

Humm  explained  that  the  Coalition’s  strategy  is 
to  “force  the  bill  out  of  committee  and  onto  the  coun¬ 
cil  floor,  where  it  would  have  to  be  voted  on  so  the  gay 
community  can  see  Who  their  friends  are.” 


don’t  stop  now 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis 
(GMHC),  the  largest  private  social  service  agency 
dealing  with  AIDS,  faces  a  budgetary  shortfall  of 
$100,000  by  the  end  of  this  year,  according  to  a  fund¬ 
raising  informational  packet  distributed  by  the  group. 

Despite  the  relentless  doubling  of  diagnosed 
cases  of  AIDS  every  six  months,  contributions  to 
GMHC  have  declined  severely  as  publicity  about 
AIDS  wanes.  In  August  1983,  GMHC’s  caseload  stood 
at  200  people  with  AIDS.  The  caseload  now  stands  at 
1000,  about  half  the  total  cases  in  New  York,  the  city 
hardest  hit  by  the  AIDS  epidemic.  Government  fund¬ 
ing  accounts  for  just  25  percent  of  GMHC’s  budget. 
For  the  rest,  the  group  depends  on  contributions  from 
individuate. 

To  make  a  tax-deductible  contribution,  send 
checks  to:  GMHC,  Box  274, 132  West  24th  St,,  NY,  NY 
10011.  All  names  and  addresses  are  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential.  Contributors  will  receive  a  copy  of  the 
pamphlet  “Medical  Answers  About  AIDS.” 


off  the  hook 

CONCORD,  NH  —  A  Dartmouth  College  student 
who  secretly  taped  and  then  published  the  goings-on 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Gay  Students  Association  will  not 
be  prosecuted  by  the  state  Attorney  General,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  New  York  Times. 

The  president  of  the  unofficial  campus  news¬ 
paper  in  which  the  report  was  published,  the  weekly 
Dartmouth  Review,  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the 
decision.  “Our  feeling  last  spring  and  now  is  that 
Theresa  [Polenz]  was  not  acting  as  an  individual,  but 
as  a  reporter.” 

The  gay  student  group  charged  that  its  members’ 
right  to  privacy  had  been  violated  when  Polenz 
answered  a  classified  ad  and  attended  a  meeting  last 
April,  surreptitiously  taping  the  proceedings  and  then 
publishing  excerpts  of  a  discussion  about  sex  and 
sexuality.  Organizers  of  the  meeting  said  participants 
expected  confidentiality  because  a  moderator  read 
an  oath  of  confidentiality  before  the  discussion 
began.  The  state  investigated  whether  Polenz’s  ac¬ 
tivities  amounted  to  a  violation  of  wiretapping  and 
privacy  laws. 

The  Dartmouth  Review  has  been  criticized  in  the 
past  for  publishing  articles  deriding  black  people, 
women  and  minorities  and  is  currently  being  sued  by 
a  black  music  professor  on  charges  of  libel. 
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AIDS  Update:  Little  To  Cheer  About 


By  Sue  Hyde 

BOSTON  —  “Don’t  take  the 
[HTLV-III]  test.”  James 
D’Eramo,  New  York  Native  gay 
health  writer,  offered  this  advice 
to  about  200  people,  mostly  gay 
men,  at  a  November  17  forum  on 
AIDS  research  and  its  implications 
for  gay  men  and  other  at-risk 
groups.  The  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  sponsored  the  forum, 
which  included  small  group  discus¬ 
sion  as  well  as  prepared  presenta¬ 
tions  by  D’Eramo  and  a  Boston 
AIDS  researcher. 

D’Eramo  expressed  skepticism 
that  the  confidentiality  of  HTLV- 
III  test  results  ever  would  or  could 
be  maintained.  He  said  the  fears  of 
gay  men  that  a  positive  test  result 
would  be  used  as  a  marker  for 
homosexuality  are  not  unfounded. 
“Already,”  he  said,  “people  have 
lost  jobs,  housing  and  health  in¬ 
surance  because  they  have  AIDS.” 

When  asked  about  the  need  to 
cooperate  with  researchers, 
D’Eramo  asserted,  “There  is 
enough  blood  in  the  freezers 
already  taken  from  gay  men.  We 
don’t  need  more  ...  I  think  gay 
men  have  given  far  and  beyond 
what  we  need  to.  Our  confidence 
has  been  tested.” 

Dr.  Paul  Black,  an  AIDS  resear¬ 
cher  at  Boston  University,  joined 
D’Eramo  for  the  afternoon’s  pro¬ 
gram  at  Boston  High  School 
Throughout  the  presentation. 
Black  talked  science  and  statistics 
while  D’Eramo  talked  politics  and 
sex.  The  two  men  complemented 
each  other,  making  an  informative 
and  provocative  program. 

Black’s  talk  was  entitled  “The 
Truth  About  Transmission”  by 
the  education  subcommittee  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  He 
began  by  disclaiming  the  title,  say¬ 
ing,  “I  wish  I  knew  the  truth  about 
transmission.”  But  he  proceeded 
to  share  with  the  audience  his 
thoughts  about  transmission, 
causality  and  multi-factorial 
aspects  of  AIDS. 

Black  identified  the  agent  or 
cause  of  AIDS  as  the  HTLV-III 
virus;  the  same,  he  said,  as  the 
virus  named  LAV  by  its  French 
discoverers  at  the  Pasteur  In¬ 
stitute.  But,  Black  repeated 
throughout  the  day,  it  is  not  simp¬ 
ly  infection  by  or  contact  with  the 
virus  which  determines  whether  or 
not  a  person  develops  AIDS. 

Black  drew  an  analogy  between 
AIDS  and  cancer:  “It  seems  that 
we  are  always  making  cancer  cells 
and  the  immune  system  combats 
this.  We  develop  cancer  when  our 
capacity  to  resist  is 
overwhelmed.” 

Describing  vulnerability  to 
AIDS  as  a  “matter  of  statistics,” 
Black  offered  support  for  the  no¬ 
tion  that  limiting  the  number  of 


sex  partners  and,  in  so  doing, 
limiting  the  exposure  to  the  virus 
in  semen,  is  a  sensible  preventive 
measure  for  gay  men.  Estimates  of 
the  exposure  levels  of  healthy  men 
to  HTLV-III  virus  run  as  high  as 
80  percent. 

Black  said  the  high  percentage 
of  exposed  but  healthy  gay  men  in¬ 
dicates  a  multi-factorial  aspect  to 
the  development  of  fullblown 
AIDS.  “AIDS  is  a  whole  spec¬ 
trum,”  he  said,  “from  infection  to 
the  early  manifestation  of  immune 
system  suppression  to  early  AIDS 
Related  Complex  (ARC)  to  early 
AIDS  to  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  and  the 
opportunistic  infections.” 

Black  said  there  is  an  “exquisite 
balance”  between  infections  and 
resistance  to  a  disease.  He  named 
three  factors  which  can  upset  this 
balance  and  allow  a  viral  agent  free 
reign  in  the  body:  the  quality  of 
nutrition;  the  incidence  of  other 
kinds  of  infection;  and  stress,  anx¬ 
iety  and  depression.  He  urged  au¬ 
dience  members  to  eat  well  and  to 
maintain  general  good  physical 
and  mental  health. 

Blace  noted  that  the  research 
findings  of  HTLV-III  antibodies 
in  saliva  had  raised  concerns  about 
the  infectivity  of  saliva.  But  he 
stressed  the  significance  of  the 
amount  of  the  virus  in  saliva  and 
said  he  doesn’t  believe  it  is  present 
in  large  enough  quantities  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  threat.  “I  doubt  that 
[saliva]  is  very  infectious  ...  I 
don’t  think  this  is  a  normal  route 
of  transmission.  If  it  was,  it  would 
be  a  very  different  disease 
epidemiologically .  ’  ’ 

Black  identified  the  two  main 
features  of  the  epidemiological 
histories  of  people  with  AIDS  as 
either  passive  reception  in  anal  in¬ 
tercourse  or  having  received  in¬ 
fected  blood  or  blood  products 
during  transfusions. 

Black  allowed  that  little  is 
presently  known  about  the  role  of 
HTLV-III  antibodies;  it  is  unclear 
whether  the  antibodies  provide 
protection  and  whether  the 
presence  of  antibodies  means  the 
virus  is  pervasive  throughout  the 
body.  Likewise,  Black  said  it  is  not 
known  at  what  point  AIDS 
becomes  irreversible. 

Concluding  on  a  positive  note. 
Black  told  the  audience  about  a 
group  of  AIDS  patients  who  have 
undertaken  a  macrobiotic  diet  as 
part  of  their  treatment.  Stressing 
that  he  was  not  advocating 
macrobiotics  per  se,  Black  said, 
“Just  between  friends,  I  think  this 
is  important  in  resisting  the  infec¬ 
tion.  The  person  is  involved  and 
interested  in  helping  himself.  He 
feels  he  is  doing  something  about 
the  disease.” 

James  D’Eramo  has,  for  the 


past  two  years,  covered  the  AIDS 
epidemic  and  other  gay  health 
issues  for  the  New  York  Native , 
explaining  the  disease  to  the  gay 
community  in  the  city  with  the 
highest  number  of  cases.  D’Eramo 
holds  a  doctorate  degree  in 
microbiology  from  the  University 
of  Texas. 

He  opened  his  portion  of  the 
program  by  saying,  “In  a  few 
weeks,  it  will  be  Hanukkah  and 
Christmas  and  many  of  you  will 
send  greeting  cards  to  your 
friends.  Within  the  next  three  to 
five  years,  all  of  us  will  cross  a 
name  or  two  off  the  lists. 

“For  the  rest  of  our  lives,”  he 
continued,  “AIDS  will  be  the  ma¬ 
jor  killer  of  gay  and  bisexual  men, 
for  the  rest  of  this  century.” 

D’Eramo  said  that  Dr.  James 
Curran,  director  of  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  AIDS  project, 
confessed  recently  that  up  until 
this  time,  governmental  agencies 
underplayed  the  epidemic  with 
inaccurate  reporting. 

D’Eramo  sharply  criticized 
Health  and  Human  Services  Secre¬ 
tary  Margaret  Heckler,  who,  in  a 
speech  last  spring,  predicted  the 
development  of  a  vaccine  within 
two  years,  an  improbably  short 
time  for  such  a  complex  process  as 
that  to  unfold,  said  D’Eramo. 
And  he  called  the  political  struggle 
for  AIDS  research  funding  “a 
paradigm  of  homophobia.” 

“The  world,”  said  D’Eramo, 
“is  a  difference  place  since  AIDS. 
We  must  adapt. ..like  Darwin’s 
theory  of  survival  of  the  fittest. 
We’re  talking  about  personal  sur¬ 
vival,  though.  It’s  not  our 
children,  it’s  us.” 

D’Eramo  urged  that  gay  people 
come  out  of  the  closet  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  AIDS,  homo¬ 
phobia  and  a  lack  of  political 
power  are  all  problems  affecting 
their  lives.  He  likened  the  ’70s  to  a 
Roman  Empire  for  gay  people  and 
the  ’80s  to  the  Dark  Ages.  “We 
have  lost  many  of  the  political 
gains  we  made,  and  at  the  same 
time,  biology  has  dealt  us  a  terrible 
blow.” 

But,  he  said,  a  Renaissance  is 
possible  by  asking  and  answering 
questions  about  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity:  who  we  are;  what  we  believe; 
and  for  what  we  stand.  “We  need 
to  answer  these  questions  and  we 
need  to  look  at  how  we  look  at 
each  other.”  He  encouraged  peo¬ 
ple  to  integrate  sex  and  love  in 
their  lives  and  to  engage  in  healthy 
sexual  practices.  He  urged  that 
people  not  have  sex  with  anyone 
who  thinks  safe  sex  is  unimpor¬ 
tant.  “To  comply  with  someone’s 
ignorance  is  immoral,”  he 
declared. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Dr.  Paul  Black 


David  Stryker 


BOSTON  —  David  M. 
Stryker,  Sr.,  died  after  a  long 
illness  on  Sunday,  November 
18  at  Beth  Israel  Hospital  in 
Boston.  He  was  66. 

Stryker  typeset  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News  from  its  incep¬ 
tion  in  1973  until  October, 
1982  when  the  paper  purchased 
in-house  typesetting  equip¬ 
ment.  He  was  active  in  the 
now-defunct  Gay  Business 
Association  and  owned 
Xanadu  Typesetting  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  for  seven  years. 

Stryker  is  survived  by  two 


sons,  Stuart  of  Marlborough 
and  David,  Jr.  of  Boston. 

A  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  memorial  service  was 
scheduled  for  7:00  p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  November  21  at 
the  Old  West  Church,  131 
Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 

Donations  in  Stryker’s  name 
may  be  made  to:  The  In¬ 
terferon  Study,  c/o  Dr.  Clyde 
Crumpacker,  Beth  Israel 
Hospital  Development  Depart¬ 
ment,  330  Brookline  Avenue, 
Boston  02215,  Attn.  Harry 
Tuttle. 


Support  From  The  Government 


Scondras  Views  Nicaraguan  Vote,  Gay  Life 

By  Larry  Goldsmith  '  ** 


BOSTON  —  While  most  local 
politicians  stayed  close  to  home 
early  this  month  to  nurse  their 
electoral  worries,  Boston  City 
Councillor  David  Scondras  set  off 
to  Nicaragua,  with  a  delegation 
sponsored  by  the  Lawyers’  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Central  America,  to 
monitor  the  November  4  election 
in  that  country.  Scondras  and  nine 
others  in  the  delegation  arrived  in 
Managua  a  week  before  the  elec¬ 
tion  to  observe  the  campaigns  for 
president  and  a  90-member  na¬ 
tional  assembly, .  and  to  learn 
about  life  in  the  five  years  since  the 
revolution.  And  Scondras,  as  an 
openly  gay  elected  official,  talked 
to  the  Sandinistas  and  the  people 
of  the  country  about  the  situation 
of  Nicaraguan  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

The  members  of  the  delegation, 
according  to  Scondras,  were 
among  hundreds  of  observers 
from  around  the  world  who 
responded  to  a  general  invitation 
issued  by  the  Sandinista  govern¬ 


ment. 

“The  Nicaraguan  government 
decided  to  invite  people  to  observe 
the  elections,”  Scondras  told 
GCN,  “in  order  to  underscore  the 
extent  to  which  those  elections 
were  in  fact  open,  free  elections, 
that  they  were  a  step  toward  the 
democratization  of  Nicaragua,  I 
think  in  part  as  an  attempt  to  con-' 
vince  western  nations  that  they 
were  making  all  the  efforts  they 
could  make,  in  the  context  of  a 
war,  to  create  a  pluralistic  society, 
and  that  they  are  committed  to  a 
democratic  model,  that  is,  that 
they  are  committed  to  an  election- 
style  government.” 

Despite  criticism  from  the  Right 
that  the  Sandinistas  did  not  hold 
their  election  soon  enough,  Scon¬ 
dras  thinks  the  process  of  demo¬ 
cratization  is  proceeding  swiftly. 

“The  reason  some  people  are 
confused,”  he  says,  “is  that 
they’ve  forgotten  that  in  [North] 
America  when  we  had  a  revolu¬ 
tion,  it  took  14  years  before  we 


held  our  first  election.  Nicaragua 
went  through  a  revolution  five 
years  ago,  overthrowing 
Somoza.” 

The  election,  Scondras  ex¬ 
plained,  chose  a  president,  vice- 
president  and  a  national  assembly 
elected  by  party  slate.  The 
assembly,  he  says,  will  meet  to 
write  a  Nicaraguan  constitution. 

“This  is  an  election  which  is  a 
step  toward  the  creation  of  a  con¬ 
stitutional  government,”  Scon¬ 
dras  says.  “And  as  much  as  we  had 
a  constitutional  convention,  this  is 
a  way  of  creating  a  constitutional 
convention,  but  it’s  an  unusual 
way.  It’s  a  way  involving  election, 
with  proportional  represen¬ 
tation.” 

The  campaigns  in  Nicaragua 
were  conducted  rather  differently 
than  typical  U.S.  campaigns, 
Scondras  reports.  In  the  week 
preceding  the  election,  the 
Nicaraguan  government  gave  each 
party  30  minutes  of  television  time 
and  roughly  $250,000  to  conduct  a 


campaign.  Billboards,  signs  and 
literature  were  in  abundance  for 
each  of  the  parties  that  had  chosen 
to  participate  in  the  election. 

“One  of  the  more  amusing 
things  to  watch  on  TV  was  to  listen 
to  the  Communist  Party,”  Scon¬ 
dras  says.  “We  also  spoke  with  the 
vice-presidential  candidate  from 
the  Communist  Party,  who  was 
arguing  that  the  problem  with  the 
Sandinistas  was  that  they  were  too 
reformist-oriented  and  too  pro¬ 
capitalist,  and  the  extent  to  which 
they  were  going  to  end  up  having 
the  country  become  a  tool  of  the 
United  States  —  while  at  the  same 
time  listening  to  the  [U.S.]  State 
Department’s  initiatives,  attempt¬ 
ing  to  portray  the  country  as  a 
puppet  of  the  Soviet  Union.” 

On  Election  Day,  Scondras 
monitored  the  proceedings  at  three 
different  polling  places.  In  marked 
contrast  to  standard  practice  in 
Boston,  there  were  no  signs  or 
literature  or  campaign  workers  for 
any  party  or  candidate  in  the 


vicinity  of  the  polling  place.  In¬ 
side,  people  marked  their  choices 
on  paper  ballots  and  put  them  in 
sealed  ballot  boxes,  while  interna¬ 
tional  observers  and  monitors 
from  each  of  the  parties  on  the 
ballot  looked  on. 

During  his  week  in  Nicaragua, 
Scondras  tried  to  meet  with  gay 
people  and  ask  the  various  govern¬ 
ment  officials  he  saw  about 
governmental  policy  and  social 
attitudes  towards  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

“I  did  try  my  best  to  locate  and 
talk  to  gay  people,”  he  says.  “One 
person  1  got  to  talk  to  was  a  gay 
person  who  said  he  didn’t  like  the 
Sandinistas  at  all.  The  reason  he 
gave  was  that  in  essence  the 
business  of  hustling  was  down  at 
the  hotel.  I  happened  to  run  into 
him  at  the  hotel  and  it  was  kind  of 
obvious  what  he  was  up  to,  so  I 
asked  him.” 

“The  impression  I  got  from 
people  whom  1  spoke  with, 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  Job  Openings 

GCN  is  seeking  applicants  for  the  positions  of  News  Editor  and  Advertising  Manager 
to  begin  in  late  fall/early  winter. 

News  Editor:  Coordinate  the  news  department;  write  or  assign  to  other  staff  or 
volunteer  writers  articles  of  local  and  national/international  interest;  edit  news  copy; 
and  lay  out  news  pages  each  week.  Develop  and  expand  GCN' s  coverage  of  events  and 
issues  of  concern  to  gays  of  color.  Requirements:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills; 
familiarity  with  gay/lesbian  issues;  and  knowledge  of  racial  and  ethnic  communities 
and  concerns. 

Advertising  Manager:  Solicit  and  obtain  revenue-producing  ads  and  develop 
strategies  for  increased  advertising.  Send  out  monthly  billings  and  conduct  follow-up 
on  delinquent  accounts.  Requirements :  Strong  organizational,  interpersonal,  and 
recordkeeping  skills.  Previous  sales  or  related  experience  helpful. 

Both  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay  liberation,  feminism,  social  change, 
anti-racist  politics,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process. 

Weekly  salary  for  both  positions  is  $150.  Benefits  include  fully  paid  health  in¬ 
surance,  three  weeks’  paid  vacation,  unlimited  sick  leave,  and  life  insurance.  To  apply, 
please  send  a  cover  letter  and  resume  no  later  than  November  30,  1984  to:  Gordon  Got¬ 
tlieb,  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  fl.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


praise  and 
damnation 

Dear  GCN: 

First  praise,  and  then  damnation. 

Praise  to  Wechsler,  Erlien,  and  Cerullo  for 
their  excellent  interview  with  the  exiled  Soviet 
feminist  Tatyana  Mamonova.  Here  is  a  woman 
who  had  the  spine  to  maintain  her  revolutionary 
politics  in  a  county  where  the  Communist  Party  is 
full  of  reactionaries.  Mamonova  uses  the  term 
“state  capitalist”  to  describe  the  Soviet  system, 
an  analysis  which  won’t  please  a  great  number  of 
right-wingers  and  left-wingers  alike,  but  which  is 
roughly  accurate.  When  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn 
left  the  Soviet  Union  and  made  his  way  to  the 
United  States,  the  U.S.  media  made  him  the 
patron  saint  of  old-fashioned  anti-Communism, 
and  Solzhenitsyn’s  face  and  name  were  splashed 
in  the  newspapers  and  television.  Mamonova  has 
received  much  less  attention,  and  the  reasons  are 
clear.  Whereas  Solzhenitsyn  is  nostalgic  for  the 
restoration  of  feudalism  and  the  Orthodox 
Church,  Mamonova  is  a  feminist,  a  socialist,  and 
a  true  democrat  —  in  short,  she  is  a  revolu¬ 
tionary. 

GCN  also  deserves  credit  for  publishing  a 
damnable  piece  of  Stalinist  doubletalk  by  Laura 
Gotkowitz  and  Richard  Turits:  “Liberation  Lit¬ 
tle  by  Little:  Sex  and  Ideology  in  Cuba.”  It  is  well 
worth  reviewing  all  the  possible  reasons  certain 
leftists  give  for  failing  to  condemn  the 
bureaucratic  thugs  who  rule  Cuba  and  other  so- 
called  Communist  countries.  Gotkowitz  and 
Turits  do  not  deny  that  artists,  intellectuals, 
dissidents  and  gays  were  thrown  into  prisons  and 
work-camps  for  slave  labor  and  “re-education.” 
But  they  do  give  the  usual  tired  excuse:  this  was  an 
“error,”  a  tragic  “mistake”  which  a  fundamen¬ 
tally  wise  and  humane  Central  Committee  has 
since  rectified  and  placed  in  the  past. 

Gotkowitz  and  Turits  tell  us  that  the  Cuban 
Revolution  has  advanced  the  material  welfare  of 
the  masses.  True  enough,  though  this  does  not  ex¬ 
cuse  atrocities.  Why  do  they  fail  to  inform  the 
readers  of  GCN  that  the  forces  which  initiated  the 
Cuban  Revolution  were  pluralist  and  initially 
democratic,  made  up  of  democrats  and  socialists 
of  many  kinds?  Why  do  they  fail  to  explain  the 
manner  in  which  Castro  grabbed  and  con¬ 
solidated  his  dictatorial  power?  Why  do  they  fail 
to  quote  Castro’s  own  words  directed  against 
homosexuals?  Gotkowitz  and  Turits  are  unwill¬ 
ing  to  condemn  the  crimes  of  Castro  because  his 
“errors”  can  always  be  attributed  to  imperialist 
aggression  from  outside  Cuba,  rather  than 
dogmatism  within  the  Cuban  regime. 

Most  important,  why  do  Gotkowitz  and  Turits 
fail  to  examine  the  significance  of  the  obvious: 
namely,  that  Cuba  is  a  one-party  dictatorship? 
They  fail  even  to  mention  this  fact.  To  the  extent 
that  countries  such  as  Cuba  assimilate  the  Soviet 
model,  atrocities  will  always  remain  future  possi¬ 
bilities,  and  not  merely  past  “errors.”  Was  it  an 
error  when  Stalin  murdered  millions  of  peasants, 
so  that  he  ranks  with  Hitler  among  the  many 
political  criminals  of  the  twentieth  centruy?  Was 
it  an  error  when  the  Soviet  Union  crushed  the 
Hungarian  Revolution  in  1956?  Was  it  an  error 
when  Polish  workers  were  massacred  in  1970,  and 
when  their  trade  union  Solidarity  was  destroyed 
in  recent  years?  Imagine!  Yes,  just  take  a  good 
look  at  Communists  like  Stalin,  Jaruzelski,  and 
Castro  who  are  terriefied  when  workers  form  in¬ 
dependent  unions,  or  when  anyone  dares  to  speak 
or  write  words  which  don’t  have  their  leaden 
stamp  of  approval. 

The  oppression  of  gays  in  Cuba  is  one  impor¬ 
tant  symptom  of  a  much  more  extensive  and  pro¬ 
found  problem:  the  destruction  of  democratcy, 
and  therefore  a  counter-revolution  against 
socialism.  “Freedom,”  Rosa  Luxemburg  wrote, 
“is  always  and  absolutely  freedom  for  the  person 
who  thinks  differently.”  Luxemburg  was  a  critic 
of  Lenin,  though  she  supported  the  Russian 
Revolution;  she  fought  for  both  democracy  and 
socialism.  She  was  a  founder  of  the  German 
Communist  Party  in  1919,  and  she  was  murdered 
the  same  year.  If  she  and  others  like  her  had  lived 


and  struggled  on,  perhaps  the  international  Com¬ 
munist  movement  would  not  have  degenerated 
and  disgraced  itself  so  rapidly  and  so  completely. 

Carlos  Franqui  fought  with  Fidel  Castro  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  Cuban  Revolution,  but  broke  with 
Castro  when  Castro  supported  the  Soviet  inva¬ 
sion  of  Czechoslovakia  in  1968.  He  now  lives  in 
exile  and  has  written  honestly  about  his  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  Cuban  revolutionary.  Speaking  of 
the  present  Cuban  government,  he  wrote,  “If  we 
identify  the  present  regime  with  socialism,  if  we 
persist  in  this  enormous  misunderstanding,  we 
shall  not  succeed  in  sealing  our  alliance  that  is  so 
crucial  for  the  history  of  the  world  and  of  revolu¬ 
tion.  For  this  alliance  has  to  be  directed  against 
the  three  forms  of  capitalism  existing  in  the  world 
today:  industrial  capitalism,  colonial  capitalism 
(its  legitimate  heir),  and  the  new  state  capitalism 
in  which  the  means  of  production  are  in  the  hands 
of  a  bureaucratic  bourgeoisie  (hiding  behind  an 
old  mask  of  socialism),  and  in  which  an  ever 
stronger  state  oppresses  an  ever  weaker  people.” 

Gotkowitz  and  Turits,  are  you  listening?  Do 
you  think  it  is  accidental  that  two  revolutionaries 
such  as  Tatyana  Mamonova  and  Carlos  Franqui 
should  both  use  the  same  words  to  describe  the 
system  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  Cuba  —  “state 
capitalist”?  In  the  struggle  for  socialism,  the 
Communist  Parties  which  presently  hold  state 
power  have  proven  themselves  to  be  counter¬ 
revolutionary.  Socialism  means  the  deepest  form 
of  democracy,  including  democracy  for  gay  peo¬ 
ple. 

Which  side  are  you  on? 

Serious  As  a  Heart-Attack, 

Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia,  PA 


more  on  a.c.a. 
therapy 

Dear  GCN: 

Recently  I’ve  noticed  a  flurry  of  ads  in  Boston- 
area  papers,  including  GCN,  for  groups  and  in¬ 
dividual  therapy  aimed  at  adult  children  of 
alcoholics  (ACA’s).  While  my  intent  is  not  to 
denigrate  any  particular  therapist  or  agency,  the 
sudden  spate  of  therapeutic  programs  prompts 
me  to  write  this  addendum  to  my  August  1 1  arti¬ 
cle  in  GCN  on  ACAs. 

In  my  discussions  with  Susan  DeMattos, 
alcoholism  counselor  at  Mt.  Auburn  Hospital, 
she  described  a  recent  meeting  of  New  England 
area  alcoholism  professionals  where  there  was  ex¬ 
plicit  concern  about  the  therapeutic  exploitation 
of  ACAs.  Many  ACAs  are  described  as  charac¬ 
teristically  hyper-responsible,  hard  workers,  high 
achievers  —  and  significantly,  they  tend  to  be 
loyal  far  beyond  what  a  situation  may  warrant. 
For  these  reasons,  they  tend  to  be  highly  attractive 
clients  for  therapists,  who  may  keep  them  in 
therapy  for  indefinite  periods  of  time.  DeMattos 
recommends  that  ACAs  entering  therapy  for  this 
issue  have  clear  goals  for  treatment  and  structure 
a  definite  time  frame.  Further,  I  would  caution 
people  to  ensure  that  the  therapist  has  solid  ex¬ 
perience  in  family  alcohol  issues,  and  is  not  mere¬ 
ly  hopping  on  this  particular  therapeutic  band¬ 
wagon. 

I’m  convinced  that  therapy  can  be  enormously 
useful  in  helping  people  solve  problems 
associated  with  growing  up  in  an  alcoholic  fami¬ 
ly,  but  it’s  also  important  that  it  not  be  yet 
another  abusive  and  disempowering  experience. 
Unfortunately,  the  ’60s  feminist  vision  of  self- 
help  has  been  increasingly  undermined  by  the 
weight  of  professional  expertise.  Despite  this,  I 
would  urge  people  interested  in  exploring  these 
issues  to  consider  forming  their  own  group. 
Recently,  I’ve  had  experience  with  leaderless  dis¬ 
cussion  groups  that  have  been  very  successful 
with  ACAs.  They  can  be  supportive,  loving,  and 
educational  —  and  wonderfully,  they  are  FREE! 
Best  — 

Janice  Irvine 
Cambridge,  MA 


the  herald : 
shunning  and 
insulting 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  just  read  in  GCN  (1 1/10/84)  the  reprint 
of  B.J.  Wright’s  letter  to  the  Herald  objecting  to 
Paul  Sullivan’s  column  10/2/84;  the  column  that 
mentiops  an  actor  in  the  T.V.  program,  DYNAS¬ 
TY,  appearing  in  a  photo  lay-out  in  a  gay 
magazine  and  concludes,  “You  can  send  con¬ 
dolences  along  with  a  bouquet  of  flowers  to 
DYNASTY....  Er,  just  don’t  send  pansies.” 

This  is  not  the  first  time  Sullivan  has  used  the 
word  “pansy.”  In  his  column  of  4/24/84,  writing 
about  Anita  Bryant  trying  for  a  come-back  in  her 
singing  career,  he  writes,  “If  you  wish  Anita  well, 
send  her  some  flowers....  Just  don’t  make  them 
pansies.” 

Sullivan  says  B.J.  Wright  shouldn’t  take  life  so 
seriously.  Forthwith,  a  compendium  of  Paul 
Sullivan’s  wit  on  the  subject  of  Boy  George,  a 
seeming  obsession  with  Sullivan. 

The  following  dates  apply  to  his  columns. 

2/3/84  Paul  Sullivan  addressing  Boy  George 
rhetorically,  “I’d  love  to  take  some  soap  and 
water  to  your  face.” 

4/9/84  “But  all  that  filthy  lucre  hasn’t  changed 
our  girl,  er,  boy.” 

5/1/84  “They  [Elizabeth  Arden  Cosmetics  for 
whom  Boy  George  had  done  a  commercial]  also 
never  refer  to  Boy’s  sex,  er,  sexes,  either.” 

5/30/84  “This  will  come  as  no  surprise.  Boy 
George  has  made  it  official  —  he’s  bisexual. 

“‘I’m  not  the  least  bit  effeminate,’  coos 
Georgie  Boy.  ‘I’m  very  masculine.’” 

(Sullivan  appears  to  be  punning  on  the  title  of 
the  movie  GEORGY  GIRL,  referring  to  Boy 
George  as  Georgie  Boy  several  times.) 

6/2/84  “Outrageous  British  singer  Boy  George 
spends  no  small  fortune  himself  on  cosmetics  and 
fancy  dresses....” 

6/14/84  “George  showed  up  yesterday  for  his 
enshrinement  (at  Madame  Tussaud’s  Wax 
Museum)  subtly  dressed,  wearing  a  touch  of  pink 
lipstick,  a  dash  of  yellow  eye  shadow  and  a  stylish 
green  cloak.” 

6/20/84  “Georgie,  23,  admits  he  has  a  strong 
interest  in  Japan’s  kabuki  theater,  where  all 
women’s  roles  are  played  by  men. 

“Bet  he’d  love  the  Hasty  Pudding,  too.” 

6/19/84  “There’ll  be  no  ghosts  for  Georgie  Boy 
either  as  a  Crown  [the  publisher]  spokesperson 
says,  he’s  doing  the  writing  himself  —  when  he’s 
not  before  the  mirror  trying  to  look,  um,  pretty.” 

7/4/84  “Boy  George,  you  may  remember,  is 
the  lead  singer  for  the  band  CULTURE  CLUB 
and  the  son  of  a  boxer  who  dresses  more  like  his 
mother  than  most  boys  do.” 

9/20/84  “NBC  [is]  trying  to  work  out  a  Satur¬ 
day  morning  cartoon  show  based  on  the  ever- 
lovely  Boy  George  and  CULTURE  CLUB.” 

These  are  mere  excerpts  of  longer  pieces  by 
Sullivan  on  Boy  George,  and  I  have  left  out  three 
more  pieces  because  of  the  limits  of  space.  Let  me 
add,  the  lineage  in  Sullivan’s  column  devoted  to 
Boy  George  in  1984  exceeds  the  lineage  in  the  rest 
of  the  Herald  devoted  to  all  news  of  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  and  their  activities  in  the  same  period  of 
time,  namely,  all  of  1984  up  to  the  present.  One 
can  certainly  see  that  Sullivan  and  the  Herald 
practice  Sullivan’s  philosophy  not  to  take  life  so 
seriously  as  regards  gays,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  etc. 

In  the  Herald,  we’re  either  shunned,  referred  to 
as  “pansies,”  or  not  so  obliquely,  insulted  during 
the  extended  trashing  of  Boy  George.  For  those 
insults  that  Sullivan  has  heaped  on  the  British  pop 
star  are  familiar  to  many  of  us,  who  are  gay. 
Sincerely, 

Ronnie  Allen 
Somerville,  MA 

gen  helps  out 
again 

Dear  GCN: 

One  should  never  underestimate  the  benefits  of 
reading  GCN  or  of  hanging  around  the  office. 
What  we  are  discussing  this  weeks  becomes  the 
cocktail  party  conversation  of  six  months  later. 
Sort  of. 

Here  I  am  in  a  seminar  discussing  a  conference 
on  men  and  masculinity  and  somehow  someone 
brings  up  S&M.  Then  the  term  is  “violence,”  and 
then  it  is  assumed  that  any  righteous  feminist 
would  find  S&M  ideologically  repulsive.  So  what 
do  I  say?  I  could  mention  hearing  a  conversation 
among  not-so-righteous  but  quite  feminist 
women  about  which  harness  is  the  best  kind.  But 
this  is  too  vanilla  an  atmosphere  for  that.  So  I  say 
that  I  know  a  bunch  of  lesbians  into  S&M,  men¬ 
tioning  the  latest  periodicals,  and  so  forth.  Well 
before  long  it  somehow  comes  out  from  others 
that  lots  of  lesbians  into  S&M  were  raped  and 
therefore  they  are  eroticizing  violence.  And  that 
violence  is  no  different  from  power  and  consent. 
And  it  gets  worse.  Snuff  films.  S&M  being  more 
prevalent  among  homosexuals. 

Thank  god  for  the  paper.  (For  those  who  Find 
the  theistic  allusion  problematic,  I  will  gladly  give 
in  to  their  sources  of  grace  and  love  and  enlight¬ 
enment.)  How  else  would  I  be  able  to  defend  les¬ 
bian  S&M,  impromptu,  with  the  confidence  of 
having  heard  it  all  before.  “I  got  my  arguments 
from  Gay  Community  News.  ” 

Martin  H.  Krieger 
Santa  Monica,  CA 
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Speaking  Out 


The  Lesbian  Teacher 

By  Ruth  Geller 


Because  I  have  a  teaching  job  this  year,  I  have  been  giving  considerable  thought  to  what 
it  means  to  be  a  lesbian  and  a  teacher.  For  me  the  situation  is  somewhat  different  in  that 
Firstly,  I  teach  continuing  education  to  adults;  and  secondly,  though  my  paycheck  helps,  it  is 
not  our  household’s  sole  income.  Nevejtheless,  my  dual  identity  is  problematic.  I  would  not 
like  to  lose  my  job  as  a  teacher  because  of  my  life  as  a  lesbian. 

I’ve  taught  this  same  English  201.course  at  this  same  community  college  for  years,  but  1 
never  considered  coming  out  in  class.  Why  should  I?  My  “sexuality,”  as  it  is  sometimes  so 
narrowly  defined,  had  nothing  to  do  with  English  201.  That  was  my  life,  and  this  was  my 
job,  and  never  the  twain  should  meet. 

This  semester,  however,  the  twain  met.  I  didn’t  anticipatethis  nor  look  for  it.  It  just 
happened.  I  don’t  know  why.  It  was  as  if  there  were  little  imps  dancing  in  my  mouth,  and 
every  so  often,  when  a  situation  arose,  they’d  get  together,  giggle  wickedly,  and  try  to  push 
words  out  of  my  open  mouth. 

My  first  indication  that  things  had  changed  was  the  evening  of  the  first  class.  The 
students  had  asked  me  for  my  phone  number,  and  I  gave  it,  adding  in  commanding  tones: 
“Do  not  phone  on  evenings  or  weekends.  I  have  been  given  strict  orders  at  home:  no 
business  on  evenings  or  weekends.”  They  laughed,  as  I’d  meant  them  to,  and  1  drew  it  out, 
saying,  “Otherwise,  I’ll  be  in  big  trouble.” 

“Don’t  worry,”  quipped  a  strapping  fellow  in  the  back  row,  “when  I  call,  I’ll  say...” 
and  pretending  to  be  a  woman,  he  spoke  in  a  silly  falsetto,  asking  for  me.  “That  way,”  he 
went  on,  “you  won’t  get  in  trouble.” 

The  imps  were  at  their  stations  in  a  flash,  eager  to  go  along  with  the  joke,  and  ready 
with  “If  you  talk  like  that,  I’ll  really  get  in  trouble.” 

I  managed  to  hold  it  back,  though  I  did  allow  myself  the  luxury  of  laughing,  and 
laughing  in  such  a  way  so  that  it  was  clear  I  had  a  private  joke,  and  was  laughing  at  it  rather 
than  at  what  the  strapping  fellow  said. 

Well,  it’s  been  like  that  all  along:  one  thing  after  another.  It’s  all  their  damned  assump¬ 
tions  about  my  life:  that  I’m  married;  or  if  not  married,  then  attached  to  some  man;  of  if  not 
attached  to  some  man,  then  suffering  a  lonely  spinsterhood.  Those  assumptions  get  on  my 
nerves.  Ordinarily  I  correct  people  when  they  make  incorrect  assumptions  about  me  —  after 
all,  it’s  my  life,  and  I’d  prefer  to  define  it  for  myself,  thank  you!  But  being  a  teacher 
complicates  the  situation.  Being  a  teacher  means  that  I  have  to  live  with  their  assumptions. 

The  thing  that  led  me  to  look  at  my  “personal  problem”  in  a  different  light  was  my 
having  read  about  the  Oklahoma  law  that  bars  school  teachers  from  publicly  advocating 
homosexuality.  Known  as  the  Helms  Law,  it  permits  local  school  districts  to  dismiss  a 
teacher  for  “advocating,  soliciting,  imposing,  encouraging  or  promoting  public  or  private 
homosexual  activity  in  a  manner  that  creates  a  substantial  risk  that  such  conduct  will  come 
to  the  attention  of  schoolchildren  or  school  employees.” 

What  does  this  mean?  Why  did  these  people  write  this  law?  What  are  they  afraid  of? 
From  what  are  they  trying  to  protect  their  children? 

What  if  I  lived  in  Oklahoma,  teaching  a  similar  adult  English  class  to  the  one  I  teach 
now,  and  what  if  I’d  made  that  little  joke  about  really  being  in  trouble  if  a  woman  called  me 
at  home?  I  wouldn’t  have  made  this  remark  to  children;  it  wouldn’t  have  been  appropriate. 
But  for  such  a  remark  to  adults,  1  would  have  lost  my  job.  1  wouldn’t  have  been  advocating 


anything.  I  wouldn’t  have  been  telling  them  I  wanted  anything  from  them.  I  would  have 
simply  been  saying:  this  is  who  I  am. 

I  just  want  to  be  myself,  you  see.  That’s  all. 

The  people  who  wrote  the  Oklahoma  law.  I’ve  begun  to  think,  are  not  so  worried  about 
teachers  advocating  homosexuality  as  they  are  about  teachers  being  homosexual  —  existing 
in  the  minds  of  their  children  as  real  people  rather  than  exotic  imagined  monsters.  Wearing 
brown,  blue,  and  even  pink  on  Thursdays  as  well  as  green  because  we  have  different  ideas 
and  tastes  about  clothes  and  how  we  present  ourselves.  Drinking  2°7o  and  skim, 
acidopholous  and  chocolate  as  well  as  “homo”  milk  because  we  have  different  health  and 
dietary  needs  and  personal  preferences.  Being  crabby  teachers  and  nice  teachers,  funny 
teachers  and  teachers  without  a  sense  of  humor,  being  teachers  who  are  strict  and  lenient, 
understanding  and  cold,  generous  and  stingy,  responsible  and  careless  because  we  react  out 
of  an  incredible  variety  of.personalities,  experiences  and  ideologies,  and  make  an  incredible 
variety  of  decisions  based  on  these. 

But  because  some  people  don’t  want  to  admit  our  existence  in  the  world,  we  must  block 
parts  of  our  lives  off  from  view.  And  when  you  start  to  block  off  your  life,  it  changes  you. 
You  lose  something  special  about  yourself.  Believe  me,  I  know. 

Recently,  in  talking  to  some  women  in  different  cities,  I  noticed  that  it  wa:  the  lesbian 
teachers  who  were  the  most  closeted.  They  had  an  air  about  them,  as  though  they  were  held 
in  by  a  force  they  resented,  but  a  force  to  which  they  must  comply.  Once,  when  I  suggested 
that  it  was  important  to  stand  up  for  who  we  are,  one  woman  replied  softly,  “But  I’m  a 
teacher.”  And  everyone  knew  what  she  meant. 

She  meant  she  had  to  live  her  life  in  considerable  secrecy.  It  was  not  a  flamboyant  life,  I 
learned  in  a  later  conversation.  She  and  her  partner  were  both  in  their  forties;  they  lived 
together  with  their  children.  She  was  the  sole  support  of  her  children,  and  was  afraid  that 
someone  might  look  at  her  life,  give  it  a  name,  and  pronounce  it  lewd  and  unacceptable. 
Though  the  state  where  she  lived  had  no  law  like  the  Helms  Law,  there  were,  nevertheless, 
people’s  attitudes  to  consider;  and  when  you’re  talking  about  people  with  power  over  your 
life,  attitute  is  a  very  important  thing. 

Now  correct  me  if  I’m  wrong,  but  I  was  under  the  impression  that  what  we  wanted  to 
do  in  our  schools  was  to  struggle  against  ignorance,  not  to  teach  it.  This  is  what  the  Helms 
Law  does:  it  teaches  ignorance,  as  well  as  prejudice,  and  fear. 

But  the  Helms  Law  has  been  challenged  by  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  with  the  help  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  and  the  case  will  be  heard  by  the  Supreme  Court.  1  hope 
the  Court  does  the  right  thing.  When  we  start  to  write  ignorance  into  law,  we  as  a  country  are 
in  Big  Trouble. 

Copyright  ©  1984  Ruth  Geller 
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a  cavalier  attitude 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  new  reader  of  GCN,  I  find  myself  shocked 
and  appalled  by  the  acceptance  and  tacit  en¬ 
couragement  in  both  your  paper  and  apparently 
in  the  male  gay  community  of  sexual  contacts 
with  children.  The  Manscape  ad,  coverage  of  the 
Man/Boy  Love  Association,  and  comment  about 
kiddie  porn  ail  seem  to  point  to  a  rather  cavalier 
attitude  regarding  children’s  rights. 

As  a  clinical  child  psychologist  I  have  treated  a 
number  of  young  boys  who  were  molested  by 
adult  males.  These  children  did  not  have  the 
capacity  to  give  consent,  although  that  was  the 
defense  used  by  one  of  the  abusers.  No  child  or 
adult  person  in  a  situation  in  which  someone 
holds  at  least  implicit  power  over  them  can  give 
consent.  Power  can  be  age,  glamour,  fear,  and 
threat,  including  threat  of  rejection.  1  have  also 
been  witness  to  some  gay  male  adults  talking 
about  their  feelings  toward  young  male  children 
in  quite  the  same  way  men  who  molest  female 
children  talk.  This  includes  such  phrases  as  “Do¬ 
ing  the  child  a  favor,”  “teaching  the  child  about 
sex,”  “Helping  the  child  see  he/she  is  gay,  a  good 
lay  etc.”  In  all  this  “altruism”  no  one  seems  to 
think  about  the  feelings  and  thoughts  of  the  child. 

What  does  happen  to  children  who  are 
molested  at  a  young  age?  Many  have  nightmares 
and  develop  fears  of  the  dark,  of  burglers  break¬ 
ing  into  the  house,  of  monsters.  Some  are  afraid 
to  go  to  school  because  the  abuser  might  get 
them.  Since  young  children  think  egocentricly 
and  magically,  they  tend  to  think  the  abuse  was 
their  fault,  and  they  also  believe  the  threats  told 
to  them.  For  example,  one  little  boy  was  told  that 
the  abuser  would  be  able  to  hear  him  any  place  on 
earth  if  he  told.  The  child  thought  the  abuser  had 
magic  ears  and  was  like  superman.  Because  many 
child  abusers  act  as  friends  initially  to  the  children 
they  molest,  the  young  victims  learn  not  to  trust 
friendly  approaches.  Some  begin  to  expect  that  all 
adults  only  want  to  use  them.  Many  children 
develop  problems  with  self  image,  sexual  identity, 
and  concentration  and  attention  for  school  work. 
Some  are  preoccupied  by  sex  and  guilt.  Some 
develop  soiling  problems. 

It  is  easy  to  fool  oneself  into  thinking  that  one’s 
love  for  children  can  include  a  sexual  component 
and  be  good  for  the  child.  It  is  difficult  to  look 
honestly  at  oneself  and  see  that  the  needs  that  are 
being  given  priority  are  one’s  own,  not  the 
child’s.  Adult  friends  need  to  protect  the  well¬ 
being  of  children,  not  use  them,  even  when  they 
seem  to  ask  to  be  used.  After  all  you  wouldn’t  let 
a  child  ride  a  motorcycle  off  a  cliff  because  he  in¬ 


sisted  he  was  old  enough  to  ride  it,  and  you  knew 
better,  would  you? 

I  hope  the  men  who  use  children  will  find  other 
outlets  for  their  desires.  I  cannot  give  any  sort  of 
approval  for  child  abuse  and  under  state  law  need 
to  report  it.  1  hope  I  don’t  have  to  see  any  of  you 
in  court.  I  think  the  gay  community  has  enough 
problems  without  the  stereotype  of  being  child 
molesters  arising  again. 

Sincerely, 

A  child  psychologist 
Providence,  R1 

Please  do  not  publish  my  name.  As  a  child 
psychologist  working  in  the  schools,  I  prefer  to 
remain  closeted.  I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  be  ac¬ 
cused  of  child  molestation,  or  lose  my  job  because 
of  people’s  fear  of  it.  I  am  also  somewhat  afraid 
of  retribution  from  the  gay  community  because  I 
do  not  feel  I  can  unequivocally  support  any  gay 
anywhere  at  any  time  no  matter  what  he  or  she 
has  done. 

we  can  still 
carry  out  our  lives 

Dear  Mother  Mike, 

About  your  question  about  our  gay  club  here  at 
Lompoc  Prison  Camp  [Ed.  Note:  a  minimum 
security  prison),  it  was  started  in  1960.  There  were 
6  members  to  start.  Now  there  are  45  gays  here 
that  are  active  in  the  club  and  1 2  want-to-be’s.  We 
have  a  sponsor  who  is  gay  herself.  She  is  a 
counselor  here  and  doesn’t  hide  it. 

We  just  had  a  trip  to  Santa  Barbara  to  a  nursing 
home  we  do  work  at.  The  old  people  love  us. 
Some  have  no  family  at  all.  Others  have  family 
that  don’t  care  much.  It’s  quite  sad  when  they  sit 
there  and  cry  because  their  children  dump  them. 

Well,  I  must  get  off  my  soapbox  and  tell  you 
about  the  club.  We  as  gays  believe  even  though  we 
are  locked  up  we  can  still  carry  out  our  lives  and 
be  our  own  person.  I  find  myself  telling  everyone 
I  am  happy  the  way  I  am  and  never  want  to 
change.  My  lover  is  6’4”  tall,  has  22”  arms  and 
we  hold  hands  when  we  walk,  go  to  the  movies, 
even  kiss  in  public.  The  superintendent  here  says 
gays  give  him  fewer  problems  than  any  others. 

I  believe  we  as  gays  should  never  forget  who  we 
are  or  what  we  are.  The  GCN  is  put  in  the  library 
here  when  we  have  passed  it  around.  We  display  it 
with  pride  and  love. 

Thanks!  Love  you, 

James  (Jamie)  Woods 
3600  Guard  Rd. 

Lompoc,  CA  93436 


anti-pedophile 

cinema 

Dear  GCN: 

Your  11/10  article  on  the  anti-sex  ring,  SLAM, 
was  very  interesting.  Originally  a  California 
group,  they  have  chapters  in  many  states  and 
work  for  the  legislation  of  conservative  and 
religious  ideologies  regarding  pedophilia  and 
children’s  sexuality.  Like  most  sources  of  sex 
laws,  they  are  founded  on  emotion  rather  than 
reason  and  on  particular  moral  imperatives  rather 
than  empirical  data.  The  legal  and  psychiatric 
history  of  homosexuality  was  written  by  such 
people  for  many  decades. 

“The  Pedophile”  is  indeed  a  classic  of  anti¬ 
pedophile  cinema.  There  are  currently  about  15 
such  films  mostly  designed  for  classroom  show¬ 
ings.  “The  Pedophile”  is,  interesting  enough, 
about  the  most  homophobic.  The  others  try  hard 
to  be  “fair”  and  do  not  make  direct  equations  of 
homosexuality  and  pedophilia,  nor  do  they  make 
especially  derogatory  remarks  about  homosex¬ 
uality  in  general.  Most  point  out  that  both 
genders  of  children  are  liable  to  “attack”  from 
either  gender  of  adult;  the  democracy  of  fear,  1 
suppose. 

Most  of  the  “information”  in  the  films  is  more 
along  the  lines  of  disinformation,  supplied  eager¬ 
ly  enough  by  the  social  control  careerists  who  are 
the  superstars  of  the  anti-abuse  industry.  But 
cinematically  they  are  great  fun  and  a  film  festival 
of  them  would  appeal  to  connoisseurs  of 
decadence  (catalog  from  AIMS  Media,  626  Justin 
Av.,  Glendale  CA91201).  Most  of  them  advertise 
exposes  of  “pedophile  methods,”  and  detail  the 
assumed  techniques  more  extensively  than  any 
pamphlet.  Some  are  interesting  visually,  such  as 
several  that  feature  playground  shots  of  children 
on  swings  and  jungle  jims  shot  from  low,  upward¬ 
ly  looking  angles;  “Child  Molesters:  Facts  &  Fic¬ 
tion”  features  some  fascinating  soft-porn  crotch 
shots  of  an  adult  woman  playing  the  part  of  a  pre- 
teen  in  one  episode.  Perhaps  the  best  known 
among  boy-lovers  is  “Sexual  Abuse  of  Children: 
America’s  Secret  Shame,”  narrated  by  Peter 
Graves.  It  was  Graves  in  the  film  Airplane  who, 
with  his  arm  around  a  young  boy  in  the  cockpit 
(sorry),  utters  the  immortal  “Do  you  like  to  see 
movies  about  gladiators?” 

David  Sonenschein 
Austin,  TX 


a  great  injustice 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Gov.  Joseph  Brennan  of  Maine.  — 

Ed.) 

Dear  Governor  Brennan: 

The  Human  Rights  Commission  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  is  very  concerned  about  the  action  of  local 
authorities  in  the  murder  of  Charles  Howard  of 
Bangor,  Maine  as  reported  recently  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle.  The  paper  reported  that  the 
three  suspects,  all  youth,  were  released  in¬ 
to  the  custody  of  their  parents  as  the  “...authori¬ 
ties... said  the  boys  were  not  a  threat  to  the  com¬ 
munity.”  That  statement  does  a  great  injustice  to 
the  Lesbians  and  Gay  men  of  Bangor  who  are,  in¬ 
deed,  members  of  the  Bangor  community  and 
who  now  feel  great  and  present  danger. 

Lesbians  and  Gay  men  face  anti-Lesbian/Gay 
violence  in  a  society  that  denigrates  and  denies 
them  their  right  to  personhood.  Therefore,  the 
action  by  the  Bangor  authorities  not  only  effects 
Lesbians  and  Gay  men  in  Bangor  but  everywhere, 
as  the  action  implicitly  gives  permission  by  law 
enforcers  to  perpetuate,  and  actually  incites, 
murder  against  them. 

It  is  our  belief  that  anti-discrimination  laws 
bring  positive  results  toward  ameliorating  violent 
behavior  as  they  are  clear  mandates  respecting  a 
protected  class’  rights.  The  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  article  mentions  that  you  are  support¬ 
ing  legislation  banning  discrimination  against 
Lesbians  and  Gay  men  in  housing  and  credit.  We 
urge  you  to  do  the  same  in  the  area  of  employ¬ 
ment  as  everyone  should  be  judged  solely  on  job 
performance  criteria  and  no  one  should  be  denied 
the  opportunity  to  earn  a  livelihood.  We  are  en¬ 
closing  Article  33  of  the  San  Francisco  Municipal 
(Police)  Code  for  your  information,  as  well  as  the 
Sexual  Orientation  Discrimination  Annual 
Report  for  Fiscal  Year  1982-1983. 

Since  the  only  information  we  presently  have 
regarding  the  murder  of  Charles  Howard  comes 
from  a  newspaper  accounting,  we  are  requesting 
complete  details  as  to  the  case  and  the  actions 
taken  by  the  authorities.  We  are  also  requesting 
that  you  do  everything  in  your  power  as  Governor 
to  repudiate  the  action  taken  to  release  the  three 
young  men  and  to  reverse  the  decision. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  Thank 
you  for  your  cooperation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Commissioner  Brenda  K.  Wade 
Human  Rights  Commission  Chairperson 
San  Francisco,  CA 
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BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 

GAY  POLITICAL  ALLIANCE  Presents: 


ALTERNATIVE 

FAMILIES: 

A  Forum  on  Lesbian 
fr  Gay  Parenting 

Panel  discussion  that  will  explore  many  of  the 
possible  ways  in  which  gay  men  and  lesbians 
can  become  parents.  A  question  and  answer 
period  will  follow. 

Tuesday, 
November  27th 
7:30  PM 


UMass  at  Park  Square 
100  Arlington  Street,  Rm.  222 

nearest (T)c,rcen  line  Arlington  Street  stop 


GCN  BUTTONS 

$1.00  (includes  postage  &  handling) 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 
GCN  Buttons,  167  Tremont  St. 
Boston.  MA  021 1 1 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-llpm,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D, 


739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  MA  02116 
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APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD— g 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing 
Copying 
Typesetting 

Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 
Mon.-Fri.  9-8,  Sat.  11-4 
(617)  723-5130 
131  Charles  Street,  Boston 


'—FRAMERS—1 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 


Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  ten  years. 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 

411  Marlborough  Street  269  Somerville  Avenue 

At  Massachusetts  Avenue  In  Union  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  Somerville,  Massachusetts  02143 
262-0787  666-2000 
MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
elc . .  etc. ,  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N  &  S.  Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Nevw 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico  .Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont.  W  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  msn 

$20;  The  rest  of  the  world:  does  not  include  U$Aor 
Canada;  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kepi  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  tar 
prices  outside  the  US  A.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 
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Gay? 

Lesbian? 

Considering  Counseling?  Weekdays  10  A.M.  •  9  P.M. 

Seeking  New  Kinds  of  Relationships?  Confidential  Services 

Convenient  Downtown  Location 

Three  groups  ate  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Leebtan  Counselng  Servtcee  (QLCSJc 

Coming  Oat  Group  for  Men  —  A  support  group  for  men  to  deal  with  issues  of 

Isolation  and  self  esteem. 

Please  ceil  Ron  Woomtak,  M.Ed.  at  GLC8  for  more  Information. 

Coming  Out  Group  for  Women  —  An  opportunity  for  women  to  receive  and 
provide  support  around  their  emerging  sexuality. 

Please  call  Tart  Freeman,  M.Ed.  at  QLCS  for  more  Information. 

General  Issues  Group  for  Men  —  An  ongoing  group  with  openings  for  new 
members,  providing  a  place  to  explore  relationship  issues  of  concern  to  gay  men. 
Please  call  Ron  Woznlak,  M.Ed.  at  QLCS  for  more  Information. 

QLCS  la  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving 
the  community  since  1971. 

Sliding  Fh  Scat*  /  Inaurano a  Acc+ptad"  No  ona  danlad  aanrtoaa  tor  Inability  to  pay 

Spaetal  funding  tor  atcohol-ralatad  counaallng 

QLCS  la  a  nonprofit  corporation  * All  Inauranoa  ofalma  Iliad  undar  CSI 


AIDS 

Con  tinued from  page  3 

In  a  question  and  answer  session 
following  both  men’s  prepared 
remarks,  audience  members 
queried  the  speakers  on  specific 
sexual  activities,  drug  and  alcohol 
use  as  it  relates  to  AIDS,  the 
Federal  government’s  unwill¬ 
ingness  to  fund  research,  and  con¬ 
fidentiality  issues.. 

One  man  asked  Black  to 

Elections 

Continued  from  page  3 

whether  they  were  gay  or  not,  I 
couldn’t  tell,  was  that  the  climate 
was  a  negative  one  for  the  gay  and 
lesbian  people  in  the  country,  that 
it  was  socially  not  an  acceptable 
way  of  life,  that  gay  people  were 
very  closeted,  and  as  far  as  I  could 
determine  there  were  no  bars  or 
gathering  places.  It’s  hard  to  de¬ 
scribe,  it’s  an  agrarian  culture,  it 
virtually  doesn’t  have  a  city  out¬ 
side  of  Managua,  and  Managua 
went  through  an  earthquake.  Most 
of  Managua  doesn’t  exist.  And 
we’re  talking  about  a  place  that  is 
extremely  poor.” 

Scondras  talked  with  Interior 
Minister  Tomas  Borge,  a  member 
of  the  nine-person  Council  of 
State,  the  body  that  has  governed 
Nicaragua  since  the  revolution. 

“Borge  said  that  there  was  a 
serious  problem  with  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people  because  people  were 
frightened  of  being  blackmailed, 
frightened  of  social  opinion.  He 
said  that  it  was  a  social  problem.  I 
asked  him  about  gays  and  lesbians 
inside  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior. 
He  said  that  they  had  gone  so  far 
as  to  call  up  people  who  were  gay 
in  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  to 
assure  them  that  they  would  be 
supported  by  the  government  and 
not  to  be  afraid.  It  was  an  attempt 
to  encourage  them  not  to  fall  prey 
to  any  attempts  at  blackmail.” 

Scondras  also  met  with  Maria 
Luisa  Vargas,  legal  counsel  for  the 
Council  of  State,  who  explained  to 
him  that  there  are  no  laws  pro¬ 
hibiting  homosexual  activity  or 
any  consensual  sexual  activity. 
“Nevertheless,”  Scondras  says, 
“the  culture  itself  is  a  machismo 
culture.  Although  there  were  some 
clear  indications  that  there  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  that’s  emerging  from  the 
Nicaraguan  leadership  from  what 


speculate  on  the  possibility  for  a 
cure.  “A  cure  means  eliminating 
the  virus,”  he  answered.  “It’s  a 
long  time  away.  I  don’t  see  any¬ 
thing  in  the  immediate  future.  Re¬ 
search  is  the  key.” 

And  D’Eramo  posted  this 
addendum,  “Research  is  the  key, 
but  unless  you’re  a  researcher,  it’s 
not  your  key.  For  us,  prevention  is 
the  key.” 


is  culturally-based,  in  the  sense 
that  the  person  who  is  responsible 
for  the  law,  their  top  lawyer,  is  a 
woman.  The  person  who  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  all  civilian  defense  in  the 
country  is  also  a  woman.” 

The  obvious  comparison  North 
American  lesbians  and  gay  men 
want  to  make  is  with  repressive 
anti-gay  policies  in  Cuba.  But, 
Scondras  says,  “I  don’t  think 
Nicaragua  is  like  Cuba.  I  didn’t  get 
that  impression.  Nicaragua  does 
not  have  a  Fidel  Castro.  Nicaragua 
has  several,  quite  a  few  people,  ac¬ 
tually,  who  are  leaders  in  their  own 
right.  The  Sandinistas  themselves 
don’t  always  agree  with  one 
another.  It’s  a  more  complex 
society  than  Cuba,  it  seems  to  me, 
in  that  respect.” 

And  for  now,  questions  about 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  answer,  Scondras  says. 
“People  in  the  United  States  ask 
lots  of  questions  about  things  like 
family  life  and  social  relations  and 
civil  liberties,”  he  says.  “What  is 
really  difficult  to  communicate  to 
[North]  Americans  is  that  the 
country  has  a  single  subject  matter 
that  it  is  focused  on,  which  is  try¬ 
ing  to  protect  itself  from  the  seven 
or  eight  thousand  armed  contras 
who  are  running  around  the  coun¬ 
try  at  any  given  point  in  time, 
crossing  the  border  from  Hon¬ 
duras.... 

“The  reason  it’s  hard  to  explain 
is  that  we  have  never  been  in  a  war, 
really.  Very  few  people  in  the 
United  States  have  ever  experienc¬ 
ed  a  wartime  situation.  I  don’t 
know  what  Nicaragua  would  be 
like  if  there  weren’t  a  war  going 
on ... .  We’ll  never  get  a  chance  to 
know  if  this  war  against  these  peo¬ 
ple  isn’t  stopped.” 


It's  Not  Easy  To  Be  A  Parent 

when  you're  considering  coming  out  to  your 
kids. .  .when  your  lover  is  jealous. .  .when  your 
'ex'  can't  cope  with  your  lifestyle. .  .when  you 
don't  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
21 1  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 
offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 
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•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 
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COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
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WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 
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John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Platner,  Lynda  Brack 


Criminal  Defense 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Domestic  Relations 
Discrimination 
Probate  of  Estates 


•  Estate  Planning 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 

617-266-0760 
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San  Fran  Soap  Opera,  Part  4 


Babycakes 

Armistead  Maupin 
Harper  and  Row 
New  York,  1984 
220  pp.,  $8.95. 

Reviewed  by  Sean  Martin 


For  those  of  us  expatriate  San  Franciscans,  there’s 
one  thing  that  each  of  us  carries  as  a  fond  memory 
of  that  city.  To  some  people,  the  ultimate  symbol 
of  Little  Sodom  by  the  Bay  is  the  It’s-It,  junk  food  so 
exquisite  that  it  defies  diets  and  description.  To  others, 
it’s  the  Condor  Club,  home  of  the  first  topless  dancer, 
Carol  Doda,  whose  tits  are  electronically  shrined  three 
times  life  size  on  the  marquee.  To  me,  it’s  Armistead 
Maupin. 

When  Maupin  started  writing  Tales  of  the  City 
in  1976,  none  of  us  quite  knew  what  the  hell  was  going 
on.  Here  was  the  Chronicle,  the  largest  paper  in  the  Bay 
Area,  running  this  five-times-a-week  serial  that 
followed  the  exploits  of  Mary  Ann  Singleton,  girl- 
reporter  from  Cleveland  who  comes  to  San  Francisco  for 
a  vacation  and  decides  to  stay,  and  Michael  Tolliver,  the 
quintessential  Castro  Clone.  Between  them  and  the 
other... well,  nutso  characters  who  peopled  this  literary 
comic  strip,  we  discovered  a  city  we  had  long  suspected 
existed  but  could  never  quite  prove.  And  somewhere  in 
the  midst  of  this  saga  of  heterosexual  child  pornog- 
raphers  and  gay  matchmaking  at  roller  rinks,  Tales 
became  more  than  just  a  serial.  Mary  Ann,  Michael, 
Anna  Madrigal,  Connie  Bradshaw,  Jon  Fielding,  Brian 
Hawkins,  and  all  the  rest  became  family,  and  their  daily 
exploits  were  followed  with  as  much  care  as  one’s  best 
friend’s  love  life. 

Their  subsequent  returns  —  paced  every  other  year 
—  were  the  subject  of  much  joy  and  suspicion.  (Maupin 
always  used  his  friends  as  models,  and  you  never  knew 
who  might  show  up  in  the  transparent  guise  of  one  of 
Michael’s  more  outrageous  friends  or  Connie 
Bradshaw’s  more  uninteresting  gentlemen  callers.)  The 
stories  themselves  varied  from  the  nail-biting  tense  to 
the  hysterical,  and  through  it  all,  you  knew  you  were 
reading  the  work  of  someone  who  truly  loved  the  City. 
So.  Babycakes. 

Babycakes  is  the  fourth  go-around  for  the  bunch  at 
28  Barbary  Lane,  and,  sad  to  say,  the  family  has  not 
aged  well.  Mary  Ann  is  now  in  her  thirties  (the  strip 
follows  real  time,  so  everyone  is  eight  years  older  than 
when  they  were  introduced)  and  married  to  Brian;  their 
marriage  has  settled  into  a  coziness  marred  by  her  career 
aspirations  versus  his  wanting  a  family.  Michael  has  lost 
Jon  to  AIDS  and  gone  into  heavy  self-examination. 
Mona  has  disappeared  to  Seattle,  where,  according  to 
her,  hippies  retire  and  lesbians  all  work  in  copy  centers. 
Mrs.  Madrigal  has  started  signs  of  senility.  And  the 
Queen  of  England  is  coming  for  a  visit. 

Maupin  has  often  admitted  that  plot  is  not  his 
long  suit,  and  in  Babycakes  it  shows.  Even  by  his  usual 
cluttered  standards,  it’s  more  than  unusually  ill- 


matured.  Michael,  as  noted  above,  is  trying  to  get  over 
Jon’s  death.  Mary  Ann  and  Brian,  while  working  out 
their  marital  problems,  find  themselves  playing  host  to 
a  Londoner  named  Simon  who  wants  to  stay  in  the 
States  for  a  few  weeks.  Mary  Ann  thus  works  it  so  that 
Simon  and  Michael  exchange  apartments  for  that  time 
—  for  reasons  that  are  not  entirely  altruistic.  Michael,  in 
London,  finds  himself  in  the  middle  of  a  classic  Ben 
Travers  imbroglio  involving  wolves,  aborigines, 


eccentric  English  royalty,  and  Mrs.  Madrigal’s  long-lost 
daughter.  Back  home,  Mary  Ann  is  seducing  Simon  in 
hopes  of  saving  her  marriage.  Throw  in  a  few  back- 
handed  references  to  the  late  Bing  Crosby  and  an 
interesting  theory  on  gay  men  and  jockey  shorts,  and 
you  have  some  idea  how  manic  this  book  is. 
Coincidence  mounts  on  coincidence  until  one  wants  to 
throw  up  his  or  her  hands  and  scream. 

But  if  you  don’t  go  into  it  expecting  a  well- 
wrought  piece  of  work,  there  are  little  nuggets  to  be 
found.  Maupin’s  writing  is  just  as  breezy  and  wittily 
elegant  as  ever  (The  dedication  is  to  Noel  Coward,  and 
for  good  reason).  Lines  such  as  “Some  things  never 
change,  it  seemed,  including  Connie’s  ability  to  make  it 
through  life  without  things  written  on  her  clothes” 
sparkle  out  at  you,  but  Maupin  scores  his  best  at  under¬ 


statement.  Consider  the  following  phone  conversation 
between  Brian  and  Mary  Ann,  who’s  angered  her 
husband  with  news  that  she  has  to  cancel  their  Palm 
Sunday  getaway  because  of  a  last-minute  news  assign¬ 
ment  she  has  to  cover: 

"Well  . .it’s  kind  of  an  Easter  story...  Holy  Week, 
rather... so  they  need  me  now,  if...” 

“ The  Pope  is  coming?  What?" 

“You’ll  just  get  mad,  Brian.” 

“I’m  mad  already.  What  the  hell  is  it?” 

“A  woman  in  Daly  City.  She  thinks  she’s  seen  Jesus.” 

^  “Terrific.” 

/  “Brian...” 

“Where  did  she  see  Him?  On  her  dashboard?” 

“No.  On  a  tortilla.” 

He  hung  up  on  her. 

Or  Maupin’s  observation  on  mixing  cultures: 

Just  the  same  there  was  something  almost  poignant 
about  pasty-faced  Britishers  trying  to  pull  off  a  butch 
biker  routine.  They  were  simply  the  wrong  breed  for  it. 
He  was  reminded  of  an  English  tourist  who  had  all  but 
lived  in  the  back  room  at  The  Boot  Camp,  but  had  never 
uttered  a  single  word.  That  man  had  come  to  grips  with 
the  truth:  Phrases  like  “Suck  that  big,  fat  cock”  and 
“Yeah,  you  want  it,  don’t  you?”  sounded  just  plain 
asinine  when  muttered  with  an  Oxonian  accent. 

The  sad  thing  in  all  of  this  is  that  Maupin  seems  to 
be  getting  bored  with  his  characters;  I  missed  the 
complexity  of  personality  that  made  this  mad  little 
grouping  so  endearing.  Instead,  it  seems  that  now  he 
wants  to  wrap  it  all  up  and  go  on  to  something  else: 
Mary  Ann  and  Brian  are  happily  ensconced,  thanks  to 
one  of  Maupin’s  most  outrageous  deux  ex  machinae\ 
Mona  is  settled  into  a  “happy  ever  after”  ending;  and 
Michael... well,  there’s  the  question  mark.  Maybe 
Maupin  will  wrap  up  the  saga  with  a  book  that  centers 
around  Michael  (and  Ned  —  huh,  Armi?  Please?). 
Maybe  he’ll  leave  Michael  in  that  limbo  of  having  one 
grand  affair. 

Still,  I  have  to  admit  that  there’s  no  better  way  to 
spend  a  rainy  New  England  afternoon  than  with  a 
bottle  of  good  California  wine,  perhaps  one  or  two 
Anna  Madrigal  brownies,  and  a  copy  of  Babycakes.  As 
nervy  as  the  plot  line  is,  it’s  easy  to  get  sucked  into  the 
foolishness  of  it  all.  No  matter  how  outlandish  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  surround  Michael’s  traipsing  about  the 
English  countryside  in  search  of  Mona,  I  followed 
along,  knowing  that  somehow  it  would  all  pay  off  at  the 
end. 

The  annoying  thing  is  that,  of  course,  it  does.  For 
all  its  rag-tag  appearance  and  required  reading  list 
(without  help  from  the  previous  three  books,  you’ll 
have  a  difficult  time  keeping  up  with  everyone), 
Babycakes  is  easy  to  enjoy.  If,  like  me,  you’re  a  fellow 
ex-San  Franciscan,  you’ll  come  out  of  it  wishing  you 
were  having  pizza  with  Michael  at  the  Sausage  Factory 
or  pina  coladas  with  Mrs.  Madrigal  at  the  Cadillac  Bar. 
And  for  the  rest  of  you  mere  mortals,  it’s  cheaper  than 
People  Express,  less  indulgent  than  an  It’s-It,  and  a 
helluva  lot  more  fun  than  Carol  Doda’s  electric  tits. 


BOOKBOOKBOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW 


BOOKBOOKBOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW 


BOOK  BOOK  BOOK  BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW 


The  God  That  Dare  Not  Speak  Its  Name 


Homosexuality  and  the  Catholic 
Church 

edited  by  Jeannine  Gramick 
Thomas  More  Press,  $8. 93 

176  pp. 

Hot  Under  the  Collar:  Self-Portrait 
of  a  Gay  Pastor 

by  Johannes  W.  DiMaria-Kuiper 
Mercury  Press,  $7.93  paperback 

177  pp. 

Sex  and  the  Bible 

by  Gerald  Larue 

Prometheus  Books,  $17.93  cloth,  $8.93  paperback 
173  pp. 

The  New  Testament  and 
Homosexuality 

by  Robin  Scroggs 
Fortress  Press,  $14.93  cloth 
160  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel 

Back  in  the  first  post-Stonewall  years,  we  who 
identified  with  the  gay  liberation  movement 
commonly  supposed  that  one  of  the  main  things 
we  were  going  to  liberate  ourselves  from  was  Chris¬ 
tianity.  If  you  had  told  us  in  the  early  1970s  that  ten 
years  later,  perhaps  the  most  vital  segment  of  the  gay 
movement  would  be  gay  churches  and  religious  groups, 
you  would  not  have  been  believed.  We  took  for  granted 
that  the  churches  were  a  major  source  of  anti-gay 
ideology  and  were  therefore  to  be  opposed  implacably. 
As  we  waxed,  they  would  wane. 

It  is  easy  now  to  see  what  we  overlooked.  First,  but 
not  least:  most  people  simply  don’t  see  religion  as  a  bad 
thing,  unless  it  is  someone  else’s  religion.  If 'gay  libera¬ 
tion  depended  on  religion’s  withering  away,  then  gay 
liberation  would  be  doomed.  Liberation  movements 
come  and  go,  achieving  varying  degrees  of  success,  but 
religion  is  part  of  the  warp  and  woof  of  most  people’s 
lives.  This  doesn’t  mean  religion  shouldn’t  be  attacked, 
only  that  we  should  not  expect  to  destroy  it;  any  small 
success  is  enough. 

Second,  we  forgot  the  Jekyll-Hyde  nature  of 
religion.  Christianity  has  been  both  constructive  and 
destructive,  liberating  and  oppressive.  The  anti-slavery 
abolitionists  were  led  by  ministers,  while  on  the  other 
side  ministers  busily  justified  slavery  from  the  Bible. 
The  Moral  Majority  extols  war,  some  other  Christian 
groups  are  pacifist.  Many  Jews  have  been  notably  active 
in  the  civil-rights  movement  and  other  causes,  others 
are  cuddling  up  to  the  Moral  Majority.  Islam,  the 
religion  of  the  holy  war,  brought  civilization  to  western 
Europe.  This  contradiction  goes  to  the  heart  of  religion, 
and  is  often  embodied  in  individuals:  Santa  Teresa  de 
Avila  did  works  of  charity  and  boosted  the  Inquisition; 
many  gay  Catholic  groups  oppose  the  ordination  of 
women. 

Third,  the  Trojan-horse  potential  of  gay  Christians 
within  the  churches.  As  a  divisive  tactic,  the  rise  of  gay 
religious  groups  could  not  have  been  more  effective  if 
the  gay  movement  had  planned  it.  I  doubt  there  is  a 
major  Christian  denomination  which  is  not  painfully 
deliberating  the  status  of  its  gay  members.  The  fact  is 
that  most  religious  believers  are  basically  decent,  and 
the  inhumanity  of  much  of  the  Bible  has  always  been 
something  of  an  embarrassment  to  many  Christians. 
This  was  true  for  the  anti-slavery  movement,  since  the 
Bible  not  only  has  nothing  to  say  against  slavery,  it 
often  positively  endorses  it.  In  the  New  Testament 
slavery  even  becomes  a  paradigm  for  the  relation  be¬ 
tween  the  believer  and  Christ.  The  same  goes  for  homo¬ 
sexuality,  for  regardless  of  how  much  Yahweh 
abominates  buggery,  he  never  gives  a  good  reason  for 
his  loathing;  as  with  slavery  many  modern  believers  are 
letting  good  sense  about  homosexuality  override  piety. 
So  it  should  have  been  obvious  that  (1)  the 
respectability  of  religion  could  be  used  to  divide  the 
churches;  and  (2)  it  really  didn’t  matter  what  the  Bible 
or  any  other  sacred  text  says  about  homosexuality,  since 
the  history  of  any  religion  is  partly  the  history  of  the 
ways  it  has  sidestepped  the  strictures  of  its  sacred  text  or 
tradition. 

The  influence  of  ordinary  human  decency  is 
evident  through  most  of  Homosexuality  and  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church ,  a  collection  of  papers  delivered  at  the  First 
National  Symposium  on  Homosexuality  and  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  November 
20-22,  1981.  More  interesting  to  me  than  the  personal 
and  sociological  perspectives  in  the  first  half  of  the  book 
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—  which  will  be  useful  as  background  to  non-gays  but 
old  hat  to  gays  —  are  the  pastoral  and  ecclesiastical 
concerns  of  the  second  half.  Robert  Nugent’s  “Homo¬ 
sexuality,  Celibacy,  Religious  Life  and  Ordination” 
addresses  some  intelligent  questions  to  “a  church  that 
prizes  celibacy  and  an  all-male  clergy  and  rejects  all 
homosexual  behavior,”  for  example:  “Does  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  married  clergy  or  women  priests  threaten  in 
any  way  the  male  collaborative  structure  and  the  homo¬ 
social  world  of  both  heterosexual  and  homosexual 
clergy?”  (p.  117)  Nugent  surveys  the  treatment  of 
mainly  gay  male  clergy  in  seminaries  and  monastic  com¬ 
munities,  arguing  that  the  Church  “ought  to  be  as 
deeply  concerned  about  obvious  violations  of  poverty 
and  simplicity  of  lifestyle  and  about  the  abuse  of  power 
in  the  church  that  can  cause  as  much,  if  not  more, 
‘scandal’  than  violations  of  a  celibate  commitment”  (p. 

99f.)- 

Theresa  Kane’s  “Civil  Rights  in  a  Church  of  Com¬ 
passion”  and  Cornelius  Hubbuch’s  “Gay  Men  and 
Women  and  the  Vowed  Life”  are  encouragingly 
humane  responses  to  Nugent’s  questions;  Kenneth  Mc¬ 
Guire’s  “Shifting  Attitudes  Toward  Homosexuality” 
radiates  common  sense.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  current  head 
of  the  Church  is  a  man  who  cannot  bear  direct  dealings 
with  people  who  disagree  with  him,  as  shown  by  his 
reprehensible  conduct  in  Latin  America  last  year  and 
earlier,  his  refusal  even  to  meet  with  American  nuns  — 
including  Theresa  Kane  —  who  favor  the  ordination  of 
women.  I  doubt  if  many  of  the  questions  raised  in  this 
book  would  even  make  sense  to  him.  Yet  in  the  lower 
levels  of  the  Church  hierarchy  there  are,  as  this  book 
shows,  many  men  and  women  who  put  the  Pope  to 
shame. 

Also  encouraging  •  is  the  increasing  positiveness, 


even  militance,  evident  in  the  Symposium  contribu¬ 
tions  by  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Jon  diMaria-Kuiper’s 
Hot  Under  the  Collar  also  exhibits  this  improved  self- 
image,  while  depicting  the  struggle  necessary  to 
produce  it. 

Kuiper  was  born  in  the  Netherlands  in  1943.  At 
eighteen  he  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  he  began  to 
discover  and  explore  his  homosexuality.  But  one  night 
he  was  raped  in  Toronto’s  Queen’s  Park,  and  after 
floundering  aimlessly  for  awhile,  he  retreated  to  the 
solace  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  which  he’d 
been  raised.  After  seven  years  of  seminary  in  Iowa 
(where  he  married)  and  New  Jersey,  he  and  his  wife 
Chris  settled  into  the  pastorate  of  a  church  in  upstate 
New  York.  There  he  unwillingly  began  to  confront  his 
sexuality  once  more,  his  marriage  fell  apart  (he  is  com- 
mendably  honest  is  recognizing  the  strain  his  slow 
coming-out  put  on  his  wife);  he  adopted  a  son;  he  lost 
his  pastorate  and  nearly  lost  custody  of  his  son;  he 
helped  found  a  Metropolitan  Community  Church  in 
Albany,  N.Y.;  he  participated  in  a  168-mile  MCC  trek 
through  Florida.  He  is  an  impressive  man,  and  like 
many  of  us,  he  has  come  a  long  way. 

As  a  writer  Kuiper  leaves  something  to  be  desired: 
his  book  is  written  in  a  mix  of  Mellowspeak  (“share”  in 
the  ’80s  having  replaced  “rap  with"  and  “grok”  from  the 
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’70s),  the  kind  of  uncomfortably  hip  slang  and 
profanity  (“Holy  shit!”)  affected  by  clergy  who  want  to 
break  down  the  barriers  raised  by  a  clerical  collar  with¬ 
out  taking  the  collar  off  (see  the  back  cover  photo),  and 
far  too  many  exclamation  points.  Some  words  are  unac¬ 
countably,  given  the  general  slanginess,  set  off  in 
quotes:  “a  real  ‘pro’”  (p.  4),  “having  to  ‘perform’  my 
husbandly  duty”  (p.  55),  etc.  But  when  Kuiper  warms 
to  his  story,  he  can  be  remarkably  evocative:  his 
memories  of  Christmas  with  his  family  in  North 
Holland,  his  dealings  with  his  son  Alden  (an  impressive 
person  in  his  own  right),  his  story  of  the  trek  from 
Jacksonville  to  Tallahassee,  are  the  best  parts  of  the 
book.  His  theology  “sucks,”  but  theology  has  little 
relevance  to  his  effectiveness  as  a  minister,  which  is 
plainly  considerable,  though  he  chooses  to  tell  little  of 
his  day-to-day  work  (but  see  pp.  75-77).  I  often  wished 
that  his  editor  at  Mercury  Press  (a  promising  new  gav 
press  in  Missouri,  whose  first  publication  this  is)  had 
intervened  more  visibly  in  matters  of  style,  but  perhaps 
it  was  best  to  let  Kuiper  speak  in  his  own  voice.  I 
finished  Hot  Under  the  Collar  with  the  impression  of  a 
man  generous,  honest,  and  courageous  —  the  kind  of 
pastor  who  gives  Christianity  a  good  name. 

Whether  Christianity  deserves  a  good  name  is 
another  matter,  and  depends  on  what  constitutes 
Christianity  in  one’s  eyes.  Jon  DiMaria-Kuiper’s  idea  of 
Christianity  derives  as  much  from  a  selective  and  biased 
reading  of  the  Bible  as  Jerry  Falwell’s,  but  it  must  never 
be  forgotten  that  the  Bible  not  only  permits  selective 
reading,  it  demands  it.  The  Hebrew  Bible  (a.k.a.  the 
Old  Testament)  blends  together  the  tribal  codes  of 
marauding,  city-hating  nomads,  the  rituals  of  worldly, 
citified  priests,  and  the  “reforms”  of  laymen  (like 
Nehemiah)  nostalgic  for  the  simpler  days  of  their 
fanatical  bucolic  ancestors.  The  New  Testament  is  just 
as  confusing:  what  began  as  a  mystical  cult,  probably 
antinomian,  almost  certainly  millenarian  (i.e., 
anticipating  the  near  end  of  the  world),  rapidly 
proliferated  in  several  directions  —  some  even  more 
scandalous  than  the  cult’s  beginnings,  others  eager  for 
something,  like  middle-class  respectability,  but  all 
leaving  traces  of  the  New  Testament. 

All  efforts  to  extract  a  systematic  theology,  let 
alone  ethics,  from  this  mess  are  doomed  to  failure 
unless  they  are  selective.  But  when  we  are  looking  at 
what  Biblical  writers  had  to  say  about  homosexuality, 
we  must  also  look  at  their  attitudes  toward  other  aspects 
of  sexuality.  How  much  do  we  really  care,  for  example, 
whether  homosexuality  has  the  approval  of  a  deity  who 
could  tolerate  polygamy,  the  treatment  of  women  as 
property,  brother-sister  marriage  (see  Genesis  20:12), 
concubinage  —  not  to  mention  slavery,  human  sacrifice 
(Judges  11:29-40),  genocide  (e.g.,  I  Samuel  15),  and 
trial  by  magical  ordeal  for  suspected  adulteresses 
(Numbers  5:11-31)? 

Gerald  Larue,  professor  emeritus  of  archaeology 
and  biblical  studies  at  University  of  Southern 
California,  has  written  a  book  surveying  biblical 
teaching  on  sex.  A  good  modern  work  on  this  subject  is 
needed,  preferably  by  someone  who  understands  both 
the  Bible  and  human  sexuality,  but  Sex  and  the  Bible 
isn’t  it.  I’m  not  sure  what  went  wrong.  Larue  has  read 
the  literature,  but  seems  not  to  have  assimilated  it.  The 
book  rambles,  and  some  of  his  biblical  citations  make 
no  sense  at  all.  On  page  139  he  speculates,  for  example, 
that  John  the  Baptist  may  have  been  gay,  quoting  a 
saying  of  Jesus’:  “What  did  you  go  out  to  see?...  a  man 
[effeminate  man:  malaka\  clothed  in  soft  raiment?” 
First,  while  this  appears  to  be  Matthrew  11:8,  malaka 
(which  means  “soft”)  in  the  Greek  text  does  not  refer  to 
the  man  ( anthropon )  but  to  his  clothing;  second,  Jesus’ 
question  is  rhetorical,  not  to  say  sarcastic,  and  he 
answers  it  himself:  “Lo,  those  who  wear  soft  clothing  are 
in  the  house  of  kings”  —  and  John,  as  everyone  knew,' 
lived  in  the  wilderness  and  wore  a  hair  shirt.  Whatever 
kind  of  sex  life  the  Baptist  may  have  had,  Matthew  11:8 
gives  us  no  evidence  about  it. 

What  Larue  has  to  say  about  sex  is  often  no  better 
than  his  scriptural  exegesis.  The  discussion  is  peppered 
with  case  histories  a  la  David  Reuben,  commercials  for 
Ethical  Culture,  and  family-counseling  platitudes 
(“But  what  is  most  important  in  any  relationship  is  the 
quality  of  the  relationship,  including  tenderness  and 
tolerance,  showing  and  expressing  love  and  concern,” 
etc.).  Larue  is  also  defensive  —  “Nor  can  the  humanist 
movement  be  singled  out  as  a  contributing  factor”  to 
“the  rise  in  abortions  or  the  increase  in  promiscuous  sex” 
(p.  23)  —  and  this  defensiveness  sends  him  off  onto 
wild  tangents.  He  is  insistent  on  the  necessity  of 
accurate  and  complete  sex  education  for  children,  but 
seems  to  hope  that  such  education  will  deter 
adolescents  —  girls,  anyway  —  from  experimentation, 
with  “the  initiation  into  sex  taking  place  at  a  later  age 
and  with  fewer  premarital  partners”  (p.  24). 
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As  a  feminist  and  political  activist  who  has  spend 
considerable  time  in  prison,  I  am  often  asked  to. 
write  or  speak  about  that  experience... “what  it’s 
really  like.”  Try  as  I  might,  through  descriptions, 
anecdotes,  comparisons,  even  poetry,  I’ve  always  come 
up  short,  with  the  feeling  that  1  have  not  quite  been 
able  to  communicate,  that  the  depth  of  the  experience 
hasn’t  gotten  through.  This  is  frustrating,  even  with 
strangers,  and  sometimes  wrenching  with  friends  with 
whom  I  really  want  to  be  able  to  share  that  piece  of  my 
life. 

On  top  of  all  that,  it’s  emotionally  hard  to  talk 
about;  sometimes  it’s  unbearable.  Time  and  again  I’ve 
found  myself  longing  for  something  I  could  just  hand 
to  people  and  say,  “Here,  read  this.  This  is  what  it’s 
like.  Exactly.” 

This  Place  is  it.  What  it’s  like.  Exactly.  Nothing 
between  two  covers  could  bring  the  reader  closer  to 
what  it  feels  like  to  suffocate  for  a  year  or  two,  or  ten  to 
twenty,  inside  what  has  aptly  been  termed  the  “pastel” 
fascism”  of  a  modern,  “liberal”  prison  for  women. 

This  Place  does  what  good  fiction  should .  Drawing 
on,  but  never  simply  copying  from  real  life,  it  condenses 
real-life  characters  and  events  into  something  entirely 
other,  yet  absolutely  faithful  to  the  essence,  the  feel,  the 
faste  of  the  real  thing.  This  is  no  dull,  slice -of- 
life  documentary  but  an  evocative,  artistic  rendering  of 
the  author’s  experiences  and  observations,  translated 
into  fiction. 

To  give  just  one  example  of  what  I  mean,  when  I 
first  talked  with  Andrea  (we’te  friends,  and  it  just  seems 
awkward  to  refer  to  her  as  “Loewenstein”)  after 
finishing  the  book,  I  asked  her  if  the  character  of 
Gladdy  Dwight  wasn’t  based  on  a  certain  woman  I 
knew  from  Framingham  (Massachusetts  Correctional 
Institution).  I  could  have  sworn  the  character  was  lifted 
directly  from  life.  But  as  Andrea  pointed  out  to  me,  she 
had  been  fired  and  banned  from  the  prison  before  my 
“Gladdy”  came  on  the  scene,  and  therefore  couldn’t 
possibly  have  known  her.  So  too,  other  characters  from 
the  novel  might  walk  right  off  the  pages  and  onto  the 
compound  (or  into  the  deputy’s  office  or  a  social 

worker’s  cubicle)  at  the  real  prison  without  so  much  as  a 
ripple  in  reality. 

Besides  authenticity  of  spirit,  the  other  thing  that 
makes  This  Place  so  real  is  the  richness  and  texture  of 
the  narrative.  This  is  accomplished  through  the  literary 
device  associated  with  the  Japanese  classic,  Rashomon: 
the  same  story  is  told  from  many  different  and  con¬ 
flicting  points  of  view. 

It  is  popular  wisdom  that  most  people  see  what 
they  expect  to  see  and  hear  what  they  want  to  hear. 
There  is  no  one  absolute  “reality,”  but  rather  many  sub¬ 
jective  realities,  each  dependent  upon  the  experience, 
state  of  mind  and  interest  of  the  observer.  This  Place 
makes  use  of  four  very  different  characters  to  unfold  a 
series  of  events  that  happen  over  a  period  of  several 


weeks  in  and  around  “Redburn  Prison."  Each  character 
brings  different  information  and  a  different 
interpretation  to  the  events,  and  in  turn  their  starkly 
different  reactions  to  the  events  and  to  each  other 
enhance  our  understanding  of  the  complexity  of  the 
characters.  It’s  a  good  device  and  Andrea  uses  it  well. 

And  if  good  writing  alone  isn’t  enough  for  you, 
this  book  is  not  just  a  good  read,  but  a  politically  correct 
one  as  well.  I’m  not  talking  about  rhetoric;  there’s  not 
one  drop  of  preaching  here,  and  no  romanticization. 
There’s  no  clever  twisting  of  the  plot  to  score  political 
points,  no  overdoing  of  the  good  guys  or  bad  guys 
resulting  in  caricatures  in  place  of  characters.  If  nothing 
will  satisfy  you  short  of  sadistic  screws  jumping  on  op¬ 
pressed  but  noble  sisters  unjustly  caged  for  stealing 
bread  for  their  starving  children,  rescued  by  stalwart 
lesbian-feminist  activists,  forget  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  want  some  insight  into 
what  it  means  to  keep  alive  a  spark  of  humanity  in  the 
jaws  of  a  system  designed  to  dehumanize  both  the 
keepers  and  the  kept,  you  may  just  learn  something 
about  that  from  this  book.  Each  character  comes  to  us 
with  her  own  peculiar  fix  on  reality,  shaped  by  a 
lifetime  of  experience  and  by  the  urgencies  of  the 
moment.  The  “good  guys”  sometimes  do  rotten  things, 
or  do  the  right  things  for  the  wrong  reason.  The  “bad 
guys”  come  packaged,  as  they  do  in  fife,  with  their  own 
fix  on  the  world,  and  a  belief  system  that  permits  them 
to  go  on  doing  what  they  do  while  still  regarding  them¬ 
selves  as  decent,  even  altruistic  people. 

One  of  the  four  main  characters  in  This  Place , 
tough,  streetwise  Candy  Peters,  is  a  white  girl  more  at 
home  in  black  culture  than  anywhere  else,  a  throwaway 
child,  veteran  of  the  fast  lane,  drugs,  prostitution,  jail. 
Somehow,  Candy  has  managed  to  keep  alive  a  precious 
spark  of  self-esteem,  of  interest  in  what  life  might  lie 
beyond  the  world  of  hand-to-mouth  (or,  more 
accurately,  hand-to-vein)  hustling.  It’s  that  spark  that 
makes  it  possible  that  Candy  might  be  one  of  the  few 
who  somehow  free  themselves  from  the  cycle  of  street 
life  and  jail  before  they  end  up  dead  or  as  good  as  dead 
in  the  process.  It’s  that  possibility  that  attracts  her  to 
Ruth  Foster,  and  Ruth  to  her. 

Ruth  Foster,  director  of  mental  health  at  Redburn 
Prison,  could  have  been  another  Candy  if  not  for  a 
bigger  share  of  life’s  breaks  and  privileges.  Ruth,  a 
decent  person  and  a  damn  good  therapist,  painfully 
comes  to  realize  you  ultimately  can’t  do  good  work  in 
an  environment  designed  to  tear  apart  any  real  healing 
that  might  miraculously  take  place  and  to  turn  even  the 
most  caring  and  sensitive  person  into  an  accomplice  in 
cruelty.  Ruth’s  identification  with  Candy  plays  itself  put 
in  their  very  flesh  as  events  spiral  down  to  their 
inevitable  conclusion,  and  the  layers  of  status,  class, 
culture,  sexuality  and  even  sanity  itself  are  stripped 
away. 

Then  there’s  Sonia  Lehrman,  lesbian,  feminist,  art 
therapist,  newcomer  to  the  staff  of  Redburn  Prison.  For 
Sonia,  art  is  not  just  a  means  of  expression  but  a  way  of 
life.  She  is  an  Artist  with  a  capital  “A,”  one  of  those 
people  who  move  through  life  with  appropriate  music 
playing  in  the  background  and  an  uncanny  ability  to 
artfully  and,  oh,  so  subtly,  adjust  reality  to  reflect  her 
wishes.  And  Sonia  is  gifted  in  other  ways  as  well.  She  is 
not  only  a  talented  artist  in  her  own  right,  but  a  catalyst 
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Then  he  finds  the  real  culprit,  the  one  to  blame  for 
all  this  teenage  messing-around: 

“Where  the  fourteen-  to  sixteen -year-old  daughter’s 
socio-emotional  needs  were  met  by  maternal  support  and 
communication,  there  was  less  likelihood  of  the  daughter 
seeking  intimate  relationships  as  a  means  to  fulfill  or 
meet  socio-emotional  needs.  Nonvirgins  were  found  [by 
whom?]  to  have  poorer  communication  with  their 
mothers  than  virgins  have.  The  mother’s  past  and  current 
marital  and  nonmarital  sexual  activities  were  also  found 
to  provide  role  models  for  their  teenage  daughters.” 
(ibid.) 

When  I  read  this  passage  I  had  an  eery  feeling  of  having 
passed  through  a  time  warp  into  the  1950s,  when 
psychiatrists  were  giddily  discovering  that  everything  — 
homosexuality,  teenage  pregnancy,  Down’s  syndrome, 
obesity,  you  name  it  —  was  Mom’s  fault.  Far  too  much 
of  Sex  and  the  Bible  could  have  been  written  in  the 
Fifties. 

On  homosexuality  Larue  is  a  good  nonjudgmental 
liberal:  “Fortunately,  there  are  within  the  Western 
world  devout  Christians  and  Jews  who  place  greater 
emphasis  on  love  and  justice  and  freedom  than  upon 
the  authority  of  the  handful  of  biblical  passages 


denegrating  [sic]  homosexuality.”  (p.  136)  He  seems  to 
think  that  sexual  preference  is  at  least  partially 
genetically  determined,  to  judge  by  a  passing  reference 
on  page  137  to  a  1953  book  by  F.J.  Kallman.  Though 
he  refers  at  one  point  to  John  Boswell’s  Christianity, 
Social  Tolerance  and  Homosexuality  (p.  139,  note  1), 
when  he  discusses  the  controversial  Greek  word  arsen- 
okoitai  (1  Cor.  6:9,  1  Tim.  1:10,  discussed  by  Boswell 
in  his  Appendix  One),  he  ignores  Boswell  completely, 
claiming  that  arsenokoitai  in  “the  Christian 
scriptures... is  used  to  refer  to  sodomites  [a  word  not 
found  in  the  Bible]... and  means  ‘those  who  enter  the 
buttocks’  and  generally  is  used  with  reference  to  a 
homosexual  act”  (p.  138). 

Larue’s  translation  of  the  word  is  completely  wrong 
(it  means,  roughly,  “male  fucker”  —  but,  says  Boswell 
on  page  342,  “it  is  not  clear  whether  ‘male’  designates 
the  object  or  the  gender  of  the  second  half’)  and,  since 
the  word  occurs  in  lists  of  vices  without  other  context,  it 
is  impossible  to  say  what  it  “generally  is  used  with 
reference  to”;  his  interpretation  is  precisely  what 
Boswell  questioned.  This  should  have  been  at  least 
acknowledged  in  a  note.  In  sume,  then,  Sex  and  the 
Bible  must  be  used  with  caution.  Larue’s  heart  is 


for  the  artistic  expression  lying  dormant  in  others. 
Sonia,  like  Ruth,  is  able  to  reach  some  of  the  most 
shattered  and  disturbed  women  in  the  prison,  enabling 
them  to  express  through  art  all  the  wild  beauty  and 
bizarre  visions  compressed  throughout  lives  of  abuse 
and  oppression.  But  unlike  Ruth,  who  understands  the 
strength  and  the  limits  of  her  healing  skills,  Sonia 
cannot  and  does  not  comprehend  the  explosive  power 
that  fantasies  brought  to  life  can  have,  not  even  after 
it’s  too  late. 

And  then  there’s  Telecea.  Telecea,  by  all 
conceivable  standards,  is  insane.  Abandoned  by  her 
mother  at  an  early  age,  raised  by  a  violently  deranged 
grandmother  intent  on  beating  her  mother’s  “evil”  out 
ot  her,  Telecea  lives  in  a  world  inhabited  by  evil  spirits, 
grotesque  demons  lurking  in  human  form,  and  a 
violent,  avenging  god.  From  the  outside,  Telecea  Jones 
is  a  scrawny,  shaven-headed  black  woman  of 
indeterminate  age  given  to  bashing  her  head  on  the 
floor  of  the  maximum  security  unit  and  ranting  about 
her  demons.  Underneath  all  that,  Telecea  Jones  is  a 
prophetess  of  her  own  apocalyptic  vision. 

Like  many  people  whom  society  torments, 
abandons  and  then  labels  insane,  Telecea  sees  the  truth 
and  tells  it  like  it  is.  Only,  her  truth  is  so  couched  in  the 
images  and  idioms  of  her  surreal  internal  world  that  no 
one  will  listen.  While  her  madness  enables  her  to 
penetrate  right  to  the  heart  —  to  see  essential  truths 
that  are  hidden  to  those  of  us  who  consent  to  the 
socially  agreed-upon  terms  and  see  only  what  is  com¬ 
fortable  and  safe  to  see  —  that  same  madness  conceals 
from  her  the  obvious,  the  mundane,  the  modifiers  of 
experience  that  are  blatantly  apparent  to  the  rest  of  us. 
While  we  agree  to  see  the  emperor’s  new  clothes,  she 
sees  the  naked  emperor  and  says  so.  Only  she  sees  him 
magnified,  distorted  and  with  tail  and  horns.  What  she 
cannot  see,  and  what  is  most  apparent  to  the  more  sane 
and  practical  majority,  is  the  emperor’s  guards,  poised 
and  armed  to  shoot  down  anyone  who  dares  say  the 
emperor  has  no  clothes. 

It  is  Telecea  who  merits  the  first  and  the  last  words 
in  this  book,  Telecea  who  is  the  final  witness  as  well  as 
the  instrument  of  the  climactic  events.  And  it  is  Telecea 
who,  for  my  money,  has  the  single  juiciest,  most  heart  - 
breakingly  joyful  episode  in  the  whole  book.  If  you 
can’t  afford  to  buy  the  book,  don’t  know  anvone  who’s 
through  with  it  yet,  and  are  reduced  to  fondling  it 
longingly  in  the  aisles  of  New  Words  Bookstore,  find 
the  part  about  Telecea ’s  triumph  over  the  computerized 
prison  in  Kansas  where  she  is  shipped  as  a  last  resort.  It’s 
a  gem. 

I’ve  known  for  a  long  time  that  Andrea  was 
working  on  this  book,  sympathized  from  afar  as  it  made 
its  rounds  of  publishers’  desks,  rooted  for  Andrea’s 
refusal  to  compromise  the  lesbian  theme  or  the  “un¬ 
popular”  subject  matter,  and  waited  for  the  day  it 
would  appear  in  print.  I’m  delighted  that  it  has,  not 
only  because  it’s  an  important  and  passionately  written 
book,  but  for  deep,  personal  reasons  as  well.  It  tells  a 
story  of  women  surviving  —  marginally,  perhaps 
gracelesslv.  but  in  spite  of  it  all.  Not  amazons  rampant 
on  a  field  of  blue,  just  women,  hangin’  in  there,  like  all 
of  us. 


generally  in  the  right  place,  but  his  head  tends  to 
wander.  Not  recommended. 

With  Robin  Scroggs’s  The  New  Testament  and 
Homosexuality  we  reach  the  level  of  serious  Biblical 
scholarship.  Scroggs,  an  admitted  heterosexual,  is 
professor  of  New  Testament  at  Chicago  Theological 
Seminary  and  has  achieved  some  standing  in  his  field. 
He  decided  to  write  this  book,  he  says,  after  hearing  a 
discussion  concerning  the  church  and  gay  civil  rights  in 
which  he  “heard  the  Bible  being  invoked  in  ways  that 
were  wholly  inappropriate  to  any  canons  of  Biblical 
scholarship”  (page  v).  The  result  is  in  some  respects  an 
improvement  over  just  about  everything  else  I  have  read 
on  the  subject,  with  the  exception  of  Boswell’s  book. 
Particularly  interesting  is  his  proposed  solution  to  the 
origin  of  that  controversial  word  arsenokoitai ,  which 
Boswell  had  to  leave  unaccounted  for:  Scroggs  suggests 
that  it  is  a  literal  Greek  translation  of  a  Hebrew  term 
used  by  the  rabbis  of  Paul’s  day  to  refer  to  sex  between 
.males  (pages  107-109).  This  would  explain  why  later 
Christian  writers  seldom  used  the  word:  it  came  from  a 
milieu  —  Greek-speaking  Judaism  outside  Palestine  — 
foreign  to  them. 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  5 
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Young  People  with 
Problems.  A  Guide  to 
Bibliotherapy; 

Jean  A.  Pardeck and Jphn  T.  Pardeck. 
Grenwood  Press,  Westport,  Conn. 

1984. 

During  the  course  of  my  day-to-day  labors,  I 
often  have  cause  to  visit  the  scicnce-and- 
medicine  library  of  the  university  where  I  work. 
While  there,  I  Gsually  can’t  resist  having  a 
glance  at  the  special  set  of  shelves  where  newly 
arrived  books  are  displayed,  and  I  long  ago 
formed  the  habit  of  briefly  scizinj  one  or  two 
likely-looking  tomes  and  searching  for  the  word 
‘homosexuality’  in  their  indices'.  The  habit  is  a 
slightly  wicked  one,  since  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  my  work,  bur  the  surprising  things  it  turns 
up  make  three  or  four  minutes  of  sin  wor¬ 
thwhile.  A  great  many  things.are  being  stated, 
posited,  or  implied  about  gay  men  and  lesbians 
in  academic  literature,  and  the  books  1  see  — 
from  the  Gelds  of  medicine,  nursing, 
psychology,  psychiatry,  ethology,  and  socio¬ 
biology  —  form  a  distinctive  rosette  in  the 
elaborate  mosaic  of-  representations,  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  contemporary  Western  culture. 

As  little  as  a  year  ago,  much  of  what  I  saw  in 
these  forays  appalled  me.  I  began  borrowing 
references  and  reading  them  at  home, .compil¬ 
ing  material  for  something  of  an  expose  of  the 
obdurate  homophobia  I  was  encountering.  The 
centerpiece  of  the  exposf  was  to  be  the 
predatory  tactics  of  one  researcher  whose  life’s 
work  was  built  around  nipping  the  incipient 
homosexuality  of  six-  and  seven-year-olds  in  the 
bud.  One  article  actually  cited  this  man’s 
pioneering  work  in  training  a  young  boy  to  give 
up  the  heinous  habit  of  “limping  the  wrist.” 
This  was  an  extreme  case,  but  not  an  isolated 
one.  Academic  works  in  general  seemed  to  dis¬ 
courage  the  “behavior-modifying”  mistreat¬ 
ment  of  adult  gays  and  lesbians,  but  to  support 
fully  the  transfer  of  these  unwholesome  atten¬ 
tions  to  children  and  teens.  In  American  states 
where  people  couldn’t  give- consent  to  gay  sex 
until  they  were  18  or  21,  or  couldn’t  consent  at 
any  age  to  a  still-illegal  act,  teenagers  were  be¬ 
ing  asked  to  consent  to  being  given  mild  electric 
shocks  as  part  of  a  coordinated  effort  to  scram¬ 
ble  their  sexualities  (e.g.,  see  M.D.  Stein  and 
J.K.  Davis.  Therapies  for  Adolescents.  Jossey- 
Boss,  San  Francisco,  1982.) 

What  forestalled  the  completion  of  my  ex¬ 
pose  was  the  sudden  impression  that  the  tide 
was  beginning  to  turn.  Not  that  rank  homo¬ 
phobia  is  not  still  prospering  in  science,  but  at 
least  more  egalitarian  and  humane  points  of 
view  are  beginning  to  form  a  strong  presence. 
Even  the  nursing  literature,  traditionally  a  stag¬ 
nant  pond  of  low-level  homophobia,  is 
beginning  to  be  permeated  by  the  fresh  air  of 
liberation. 

A  book  which  seems  to  me  to  symbolize  the 
change  for  the  better  is  Young  People  with  Pro¬ 
blems,  A  Guide  to  Bibliotherapy  by  Jean  and 
John  Pardeck.  Published  in  1984,  it’s  a  book 
whose  purpose  is  to  aid  psychologists  who  “treat 
through  books,”  using  the  characters  and  story¬ 
lines  of  novels  ro  help  therapeutic  subjects  gain 
insight  into  their  difficulties.  In  this  case,  the 
"clients”  are  aged  five  to  18.  Each  of  the  mass- 
produced  novels  the  guide  lists  is  specifically 
written  for  young  people,  and  each  is  given  a 
capsule  description  and  an  age-group  classifi¬ 
cation.  Along  with  books  addressing  things  like 
parental  desertion,  pregnancy,  and  physical 
handicaps,  there  are  several  which  tackle  some 
of  the  more  trobulesome  aspects  of  being 
young  and  gay  in  North  America. 

In  all,  nine  books  are  indexed  under  “homo¬ 
sexuality,  male”  and  four  under  “homosex¬ 
uality,  female.”  With  only  one  exception  (a 
story  of  a  girl  who  runs  away  from  a  juvenile 
center  in  order  to  escape  the  “brutality  and 
homosexuality  of  the  other  girls”),  all  the  books 
appear  to  be  gay-positive,  although  not  all  have 
happy  endings.  The  most  promising  listings  are 
for  books  like  Gary  W.  Bargar’s  What  Hap¬ 
pened  to  Mr.  Forster?  (Clarion  Books,  New 
York,  1981),  a  story  of  a  non-gay  sixth -grader. 
.Louis,- who  is  given  particular  encouragement 
by  a  closeted  gay  teacher. 

"However,  several  parents  in  the  city  are 
Suspicious  of  Mr.  Forster’s  male  room¬ 
mate  and  work  to  expose  him  as  an  unfit 
teacher.  When  Mr.  Forstef  is  fired  after- 
admitting  he  is  a  homosexual,  Louis  is  at 
first  angry  and  confused.  Later  he 
becomes  determined  not  to  lose  all  the 
valuable  things  he  has  learned  from  Mr. 
Forster.” 

Another  typical  example  is  Sandra  Scoppet- 
tone’s  Happy  Endings  Are  All  Alike  (Harper 


and  Row,  1978),  which  tells  the  story  of  two 
high  school  seniors  who  are  lesbian  lovers.  One 
of  them  is  Taped  by.  a  "disturbed  boy,”  who 
then  exposes  the  two  lovers  during  the  course  of 
his  trial.  The  bbdk  ends  with  the  girls’  confused 
attempts  to  put  their  lives  back  together  again. 

.  The  main  shortcoming  of  the  gay  entries  in 
the  guide  can  be  induced  from  the  above  ex¬ 
amples.  The  books  are  positive,  and  show  gays 
bravely  confronting  daunting  problems  or 
outright  calamities,  but  few  of  them  deal  with 
the  more  subtle,  more  ordinary  problems  of  gay 
youth.  It’s  hard  to  tell  if  the  guide’s  authors 
have  actually  selected  books  that  tend  to  make 
gayness  seem  more  dangerous  than  it  usually  is, 
or  if  the  danger  is  due  to  the  literature  itself,  to 
the  tendency  of  novelists  to  write  about 
dramatic  events.  In  ainy  cawse,  the  guide’s  ex¬ 
istence  certainly  suggests  that  the  writing  of 
gay-oriented  children’s  literature  is  far  from  be¬ 
ing  a  meaningless  ac(.  With  or-  without  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  a  therapist,  it  is  a  craft  that  is  cer¬ 
tain  to  enlighten  many,  “young  people  with 
problems.”  And  since  there  are  a  lot  of  dif¬ 
ferent  problems  in  growing  up  gay,  it  would  be 
a  big  hefp  to  have  a  variety  of  different  books 
available. 

If  certain  psychologists  recognize  the  value  of 
such  works,  so  much  the  better.  Their  recogni¬ 
tion  may  be  only  a  bonus  added  to  the  original 
merit  of  the  work,  but  it  is  a  meaningful  one. 
Regardless  of  how  one  feels  about  heterosexual 
therapists  counselling  gay  youth,  the  biblio- 
therapeutic  medicine  looks  pretty  appetizing 
compared  to  the  alternative.  Just  ask  any  seven- 
year-old  who’s  been  forced  to  make  macho 
ramrods  out  of  those  giveaway,  heretical  wrists. 

—  Richard  Summerbell 

Streetboy  Dreams 

Kevin  Esser 

The  Sea  Horse  Press l  Calamus  Press 
New  York,  1 983 

The  Boy  Harlequin  and 
Other  Stories 

Girard  Kent 

The  Gay  Sunshine  Press 

San  Francisco,  1983 


THE  BOY  HARLEQUIN 

and  other  stories 

Girard  Kent 


I  have  been  an  admirer  of  Kevin  Esser’s 
short  stories  (appearing  in  Pan,  Panthology  I 
&  2 ,  and  Fag  Rag)  for  the  past  couple  of  years. 
Now  in  this,  his  first  novel,  he  gives  us  par¬ 
ticles  of  emotionally  charged  conversations 
structured  around  the  story  of  two  survivors,  a 
13-year-old  alcoholic,  street-wise  kid  and  a 
middle-aged  man. 

Gito  is  Spanish,  homeless,  and  after 
meeting  Peter  moves  in  with  the  man  for  a 
period  of  time.  Already  Peter  has  become 
emotionally  attached  to  the  youngster,  wan¬ 
ting  to  please,  trying  to  provide  a  stable  en¬ 
vironment.  -  .  „  - 

Sexual  attraction,  reluctance  to  make  a 
commitment,  these  are  the  cores  of- their 
strained  relationship.  It  is  the  story  of  a man’s 
powerful  sexual  desires,  with  apologies  to  no 
one,  told  with  a  candid  realism  that  at  times  is 
unsettling.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we  do  not 
receive  enough  background  about  Peter.  Thus 
we  become  emotionally  separated  from  the 
man,  unable  to  identify  with  him  at  times. 
But  with  Gito  we  see  a  lovable,  hidden  in¬ 
terior  that  is  easily  hurt.  The  tough  exterior 
hides  all  that  is  touching  and  soft  and  wise  in 
the  boy. 


Page  4  •  Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  November,  1984 


These  two  seemingly  incompatable  in¬ 
dividuals  do  connect,  taking  from  each  other, 
providing  what  the  other  most  needs,  a  rela¬ 
tionship  of  convenience  turned  love. 

Intimate  desires,  denial  of  a  deep  commit¬ 
ment  —  all  that  is  fallible  in  each  of  us  —  this 
is  what  Esser  plays  off  of  so  successfully  in 
Streetboy  Dreams.  His  second  novel,  Mad  To 
Be  Saved  is  due  out  sometime  this  year,  again 
by  Sea  Horse  Press. 

A  good  bedtime  reader  should  entertain 
and  delight,  and  that’s  what  1  find  in  Girard 
Kent’s  The  Boy  Harleqin  and  Other  Stories.  A 
collection  of  light,  sometimes  engrossing 
tales,  it  is  an  affectionate  romp  through  the 
world  of  man-love  and  adolescent  discovery. 
Christianity  will  never  the  same.  Catholics, 
watch  out! 

Some  of  the  stories  are  erotic,  like  that  of  a 
strange  Nazi  interrogation  during  the  war.  Or 
amusing,  like  “Pink  Zebras,”  the  story  of  a 
bookseller  and  his  guest  during  the  Christmas 
holidays.  There  are  also  stories  of  lost  love,  as 
in  “The  Boy  Harlequin,”  or  love  discovered ,  as 
in  “Roberto,”  when  an  older  man  openly 
declares  his  love  for  an  adolescent  boy.  Then 
there  is  “The  Mightyjexters,”  a  secret  boy-sex 
club  at  a  private  boarding  school. 

Girard  Kent  is  a  skilled  storyteller,  and  like 
the  Nazi  officer  in  “The  Souvenir,”  who 
becomes  entranced  byJean-Paul,  we  are  also 
seduced  by  a  master  at  his  craft.  Boy  Harle¬ 
quin  is  a  bedside  companion  that  belongs  in 
every  gay  male  guestroom, 

—  Thomas  Hopkinson 

Insincerity 

Glen  Bartolomeo 
Carlton  Press 
New  York 

1984, 189pp.,  $8.93  * 

Insincerity  is  reminiscent  of  any  number  of 
Victorian  novels.  Not  so  much  in  subject  mat¬ 
ter  —  a  coming-out  story  cum  boy  meets  boy 
—  but  in  style.  The  reader  is  addressed  dir¬ 
ectly  to  elucidate  aspects  of  the  plot  or 
characters’  feelings.  Every  now  and  then  the 
narrator  will  intrude  to  make  a  political  or 
practical  observation.  Despite  its  title,  the 
book  is  infused  with  a  heartfelt  sincerity. 

Along  with  this  sincerity  is  also  quite  a  bit  of 
naivete,  much  more  so  than  in  the  usual  novel 
and  much,  much  more  so  than  the  usual  gay 
novel,  which  usually  tries  to  be  too  knowing. 
Like  a  Victorian  novel,  Insincerity  seems 
removed  from  both  current  time  and  place. 
This  matters  little  because  it  is  essentially  a 
novel  of  ideas  rather  than  plot.  It  is  definitely 
a  break  from  most  other  gay  fiction  being 
published,  and  if  you  can  go  with  the  time 
warp  in  style  and  tone,  it  is  unique.  (Because 
of  the  book’s  verbal  density  it  is  not  recom¬ 
mended  for  crowded,  noisy  beaches.) 

—  Michael  Bronski 


A  Legal  Guide  for  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Couples  (second 
edition) 

Hayden  Curry  and  Denis  Clifford 
Nolo  Press  Self-Help  Law  Books 
Berkeley,  California,  1984 
236  pp.  $14.95  ( paperback ) 

A  Legal  Guide  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Couples  is 
a  demystification  of  the  current  law  as  it 
relates  to  lesbian  and  gay  couples.  The  authors 
take  care  to  explain  at  the  onset  that  the  legal 
arena  is  constantly  shifting  ground,  so  before 
you  do  anything  as  a  result  of  reading  this 
book  or  using  its  forms  (in  the  appendix), 
check  to  see  if  anything  has  changed.  Once 
you  accept  the  inevitability  of  alteration,  you 
will  find  this  book  among  the  easiest  to  use  of 
rhe  self-help  books.  It  is  very  clearly  written 
and  covers  such  areas  as  buying  and  selling 
property,  relating  to  former  spouses,  child 
Custody  and  visitation  rights,  living-together 
arrangements,  and  estate  planning.  Though 
both  authors  are  mere,  they  have  made  every 
effort  to  provide  appropriate  information  for 
lesbians  where  there  are  specific  differences 
between  them  and  gay  men. 

The  book  includes  sample  contracts,  forms, 
agreements,  and  wills,  and  stresses  the  fact 
!  that  frequently  the  most  useful  arrangements 
can  only  be  of  value  to  couples  who  trust  each 
other.  Buy  the  book,  it  may  save  you  a  bundle 
!of  money  and  help  you  sleep  better  at  night. 

—  Nancy  Walker 


BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

SHORTS 

HOT  OFF 
THE  PRESSES 

Isn’t  it  amazing  that  with  all  the  gay  male 
interest  in  opera,  classical  music  and  just  plain 
old  entertainment,  there  are  so  few  —  almost 
none,  actually  —  books  on  these  topics  published 
by  gay  presses.  The  straight  press  isn’t  lagging 
behind,  however,  and  there  arc  a  flock  of  titles 
of  varied  interests  to  varied  queens  (and 
others).  Mozart  &  Constanze  by  Francis  Carr 
(Franklin  Watts,  $12.94)  re-examines  the 
death  of  Wolfgang  and  posits  that  his  dis¬ 
patcher  was  not  Salieri,  but  Mozart’s  own  wife, 
Constanze.  And  speaking  of  musical  couples, 
Martin  van  Amerongen’s  Wagner:  A  Case  His¬ 
tory  (George  Braziller,  $12.93)  gives  a  good 
overview  and  re-evaluation  of  composer 
Richard  and  devoted  wife  Cosima.  The  book  is 
best  in  dispelling  the  usual  myths  surrounding 
the  political  leanings  of  the  anti-semitic 
Wagner  and  his  spouse  without  ever  removing 
them  from  both  their  cultural  and  political 
milieu.  Phillip  Hodson’s  Who's  Who  in 
Wagner  (Macmillan ,  $14.95)-  is  probably  the 
best  quick  reference  to  the  mankind  his  music. 
The  work  is  terribly  marred  by  the  author’s 
refusal  to  take  Wagner’s  anti-semitism,  and  its 
historical  influence,  vefy  seriously  at  all.  Mov¬ 
ing  from  Germany  to  England,  Arthur  Jacobs’ 
Arthur  Sullivan:  A  Victorian  Musician  (Ox¬ 
ford,  $29.95)  is  a  completely  new  look  at  the 
musical  half  of  the  famous  duo.  Although  an 
in-depth  study,  replacing  the  standard  family- 
written  biography,  the  work  refuses  to  deal 
with  any  of  the  fairly  well  substantiated 
rumors  that  Sir  Arthur  had  a  taste  for  men.  In 
fact  the  book  goes  out  of  its  way  to  interpret 
some  very  interesting  material  (notes,  which 
according  to  the  author  were  written  by 
female  prostitutes)  in  a  strictly  heterosexual 
vein.  With  this  gap  in  mind,  the  book  is  a 
good  solid  study  of  a  person  and  his  time.  And 
popping  from  England  to  Russia,  the  auto¬ 
biography  of  diva  Galina  Vishnevskaya,  en¬ 
titled  simply  enough  Galina (Hartcourt,  Brace 
andjovanovich,  $  19-95)  is  grand  (as  in  opera). 
Filled  with  singing,  adventure  and  lots  of  ap¬ 
plause,  it’s  sort  of  like  Mawrdew  Czgochwz 
without  the  camp  and  circumstance.  Never 
stinting  on  the  music  of  backstage  drama, 
Galine  also  manages  to  tell  of  the  changes  in 
Russia  over  30  years,  of  the  Second  World 
War,  and  finally,  of  her  fights  during  and 
through  the  Cold  War.  Recommended  for 
both  opera  and  international  intrigue  fans. 

Moving  from  classical  to  pop,  James  Lincoln 
Collier’s  Louis  Armstrong:  An  American 
Genius  (Oxford,  $19.95)  is  the  best  book  writ¬ 
ten  on  Armstrong  and  also  offers  good  insights 
into  the  culture  Armstrong  came  from  and  in 
which  he  lived.  Although  there  is  no  specific 
sexual  information  about  the  jazz  world,  there 
is  enough  background  here  so  that  anyone  with 
an  interest  could  use  it  as  a  good  starting  point 
for  further  reading.  Both  as  useful,  and 
related,  is  Linda  Dahl’s  Stormy  Weather:  The 
Music  and  Lives  of  a  Century  of Jazz  Women 
(Pantheon,  $19.95).  Probably  the  first  and 
most  complete  book  of  its  kind.  Stormy 
Weather  uncovers  a  vast  amount  of  women’s 
history  and  culture.  Dahl  gives  full  measure  to 
both  the  musicians  and  the  singers,  moving 
from  the  earliest  days  up  to  the  present.  Al¬ 
though  she  doesn’t  dwell  upon  it,  she  also 
places  the  question  of  gender  —  and  the  more 
complicated  questions  of  sexuality  —  into 
some  perspective,  making  it  at  once  an  impor¬ 
tant  political,  as  well  as  musical,  document. 

And  from  pop  to  high-pop,  Charles  White 
has  assembled  a  biography /autobiography  of 
the  famous,  and  fabulous.  Little  Richard,  en¬ 
titled  The  Life  and  Times  of  Little  Richard: 
The  Quasar  of  Rock  (Harmony,  $15.95).  Here 
is  Little  Richard  from  high-blown  pompadour 
to  born-again  Christianity.  Intercutting 
Richard’s  taped  auto-bio  musings  with 
material  by  family,  friends  and  co-workers, 
White  is  able  to  piece  together  a  picture  of  the 
rock  star  which  discusses  his  ups,  downs, 
homosexuality  and  religious  convictions  (all  of 
which  are  at  times  totally  compatible  and  at 
other  others  completely  at  odds). 

After  the  groundwork  laid  by  Little  Richard 
what  could  possibly  come  next  but  another 
book  on  The  Rolling  Stones:  Symphony  for 
the  Devil:  The  Rolling  Stones  Story  by  Philip 
Norman  (linden  Press,  $19.95).  A  detailed 
examination  of  the  Stones,  their  music  and 
their  social  networks  (fans,  friends  and 
hangers-on),  the  book  is  thorough  without  be¬ 
ing  very  insightful.  The  source  material  is  all 
here,  but  there  is  little  understanding  of  how 
the  Stones,  and  their  music,  were  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  a  much  larger  cultural,  sexual  and 
political  revolution .  —  Michael  Bronski 


Insulting  Prison  Pom 


Sex  Behind  Bars,  A  Novella,  Short 
Stories  &  True  Accounts 

Robert  N.  Boyd 
Gay  Sunshine  Press 
San  Francisco,  1984 
237  pp.,  $10. 

Reviewed  by  Freddie  Greenfield 


A  boring  lusterless  attempt  at  pornography,  a 
niche  above  the  racks  of  pulp  pocketbooks  sold 
in  the  front  room  of  peeks.  About  the  only  thing 
lending  this  book  authenticity  is  the  fact  that  its  author 
is  a  bonafide  convict  with  five  convictions  to  his  credit 
—  four  for  bad  check  charges  and  one  for  robbery  which 
he  didn’t  commit.  “Until  I  was  thirty,  1  was  a  successful 
young  businessman,  an  up-and-coming  junior  execu¬ 
tive  with  the  world  at  my  feet.” 

As  an  ex-convict  myself,  I  don’t  give  a  shit  what 
he’s  in  for  —  can  he  write  well  enough  to  warrant  me 
spending  ten  dollars  for  his  book?  No,  as  far  as  I’m  con¬ 
cerned,  he  can’t.  I  figured  maybe,  because  I’d  been  in 
prison  myself  and  have,  over  the  years  since,  been 
involved  personally  with  gay  prisoners,  I’d  become  a  bit 
jaded.  To  give  tbe  author  and  Gay  Sunshine  Press 
(whose  editor,  Winston  Leyland.T’ve  admired  in  the 
past  for  his  choice  in  gay-oriented  themes)  their  proper 
due,  I  asked  six  gay  men  who  had  read  SBB  what  they 
thought  of  it.  Seems  the  consensus  was,  nobody  could 
get  beyond  sixty  or  so  pages  —  the  book’s  237  pages 
long. 

Many  of  the  stories  in  SBB  first  appeared  in  gay 
slicks.  Mandate,  Honcho,  First  Hand,  et  al.  As  an  odd 
piece  here  and  there,  the  material  these  magazines 
publish  is  passable;  but  put  in  one  book  as  an 
anthology,  its  sterile  sameness  soon  dulls  the  senses. 
The  following  are  some  samples:  “Ross  was  positively 
gorgeous”;  “Wolf  was  ugly  as  sin,  but  with  a  beautiful 
body”;  Ed  was  nineteen,  skinny,  but  sexy  as 
heU’YTom  was  quiet,  introspective,  and  classically 
handsome.”  They  are  all,  for  the  most  part,  pure  white, 
or  if  not,  at  least  purebred:  “Jock  was  100%  Italian.”  No 
mean  feat  when  you  consider  that  the  locale  of  these 
stories  has  ethnic  populations  of  80/20,  the  80%  being 

Queerly  Religious 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  3 

Unfortunately  the  book  is  seriouslv  marred  by 
Scroggs’s  evident  extreme  discomfort  with  male  homo¬ 
sexuality,  which  causes  him  to  make  some  silly 
mistakes.  For  example,  he  cites  from  Plato’s  Phaedrus  a 
passage  in  which  Socrates,  “speaking  of  the  feelings  of 
the  beloved  in  the  midst  of  pederastic  intercourse” 
(Scroggs,  p.  37),  says  ( Phaedrus  240DE,  Loeb  Classical 
Library  translation): 

But  what  consolation  or  what  pleasure  can  he  [the  lover] 
give  the  beloved?  Must  not  this  protracted  intercourse 
bring  him  to  the  uttermost  disgust,  as  he  looks  at  the  old, 
unlovely  face,  and  other  things  to  match,  which  it  is  not 
pleasant  even  to  hear  about,  to  say  nothing  of  being 
constantly  compelled  to  come  into  contact  with  them? 
Scroggs  likes  this  passage  so  much  that  he  quotes  it  twice 
(pp.  37f.  and  51;  “cited  previously  but  worth 
repeating”). 

Doubtless  this  quote  expresses  what  Scroggs  him¬ 
self  feels  about  the  idea  of  some  hairy,  wrinkly  old  man 
panting  away  atop  him,  but  it  isn’t  what  Socrates  (or 
rather,  Plato’s  Socrates)  felt;  the  passage  in  question  is 
Socrates’  parody  of  a  speech  by  one  Lysias,  who  had 
argued  that  love  is  madness.  Having  delivered  this 
speech,  Socrates  promptly  declares  it  silly  and 
blasphemous,  and  delivers  another  in  which  he  declares 
that  under  the  influence  of  true  love,  the  beloved  shares 
his  lover’s  desire: 

to  see  his  friend,  to  touch  him,  to  kiss  him,  and  lie  down 
by  him;  and  naturally  these  things  are  soon  brought 
about  [255E], 

Socrates  claims  that  the  philosophically-minded  lover 
will  decline  whatever  sexual  favors  his  beloved  might 
wish  to  grant  him,  and  as  a  result  will  live  in  love 
forever,  and  after  death  be  immortal.  But  even  if,  after 
drinking  perhaps,  they  do  “accomplish  that  which  is  by 
the  many  accounted  blissful”  (256C),  they  may  yet 
“receive  their  wings”  (256D).  Of  course  this  speech  is 
idealistic,  but  coming  from  a  writer  as  ambivalent 
about  sex  and  the  body  as  Plato,  it  is  significant. 
Scroggs  never  cites  it,  but  he  does  make  much  of  the 
only  passage  he  can  find  in  an  ancient  writer,  Plutarch, 
which  suggests,  in  Scroggs’s  words,  that  “even  women 
can  be  human  and  provide  a  mutuality  of  companion¬ 
ship  that  makes  the  heterosexual  relationship  more 


third  world  people. 

After  reading  this  smear  of  goo  contained  within 
ten  lines,  “Massive  physique /gorgeous  muscular 
bodies/silky  smooth  hairless  body  of  that  demi¬ 
god  /steel  shaft  cock  was  rock  hard /boy’s  delicately  soft 
body /soft  plump  buns/skin  was  smooth /invitingly 
soft,”  I  told  myself  to  pass  the  book  off  as  somewhat 
cloying  gay  male  porno  and  leave  it  at  that. 

But  I  can’t  in  good  conscience  do  that  because  of 
the  obviously  exploitive  nature  of  the  author,  who 
enhancing  the  skinflick  prisoner  myth  with  this  type  of 
grating  aside:  “I  firmly  believe  90%  of  the  prisoners  in 
prison  belong  there.”  He  neglects  to  tell  us  why  such  a 
large  percentage  of  prisoners  belong  in  prison. 
Knowing  the  ethnic  ratio  in  good,  old  U.S.A.  prisons, 
doesn’t  his  throw-away  statement  smack  of  racism? 

Then  there’s  the  author’s  bit  on  prison  guards: 
“You  rarely  ever  see  the  true  picture;  most  of  them  are 
simply  doing  their  jobs.  They  don’t  see  themselves  as 
cops  or  upholders  of  justice;  they’re  just  average  guys 
like  you  or  me  making  a  living.”  (You  can  say  the  same 


than  sexual”;  yet  Scroggs  admits  that  even  Plutarch 
“sounds  a  bit  unconvinced  by  his  own  arguments”  (p. 
61)! 

Generally  in  discussing  the  ancient  debates  over 
the  relative  merits  of  homosexuality  and 
heterosexuality,  he  tends  to  accept  uncritically  the  anti¬ 
homosexual,  pro-heterosexual  arguments  and  does  his 
best  to  minimize  the  pro-homosexual,  anti-hetero¬ 
sexual  ones.  Boswell  of  course  tends  to  the  reverse  bias, 
but  without  Scroggs’s  evident  revulsion  for  the  other 
side  —  a  point  worth  mentioning  because  Scroggs’s  dis¬ 
taste  causes  him  to  misread  the  tests. 

Having  established  to  his  own  satisfaction  the 
yuckiness  of  male  homosexuality  in  the  ancient  world, 
Scroggs  has  no  difficulty  explaining  why  the  apostle 
Paul  disapproved  of  it:  it  lacked  reciprocity  and 
mutuality,  was  impermanent,  and  was  humiliating  to 
the  junior  partner.  Besides, 

What  he  [Paul]  “knew”  probably  originated  rather  from 
the  rumor  mills  of  the  day,  particularly  perhaps  from 
Jewish  suspicions  about  Gentile  activities.  Since  rumors 
are  often  larger  than  life,  it  may  well  be  that  what  Paul 
“knew”  were  stories  and  claims  of  the  more  sensationalis- 
tic  sort....  Thus,  it  is  not  hard  to  imagine  that  Paul’s  basic 
attitude  toward  pederasty  could  have  been  seriously 
influenced  by  passing  a  few  coiffured  and  perfumed  call- 
boys  in  the  marketplace  [p.  43]. 

Scroggs  sees  Paul’s  disapproval  as  an  ethical  reaction 
“against  the  image  of  homosexuality  as  pederasty  and 
primarily  here  its  more  sordid  and  dehumanizing 
dimensions.  One  would  regret  it  if  somebody  in  the 
New  Testament  had  not  opposed  such 
dehumanization”  (p.  1 26).  Since  no  right-thinking 
modern  would  disagree  that  mutuality  is  a  sine  qua  non 
of  a  good  relationship,  Paul  turns  out  to  be  a  good  guy 
after  all,  the  New  Testament  turns  out  to  be  on  the  side 
of  the  angels,  and  we  can  all  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief 
while  scorning  those  who  misread  and  misuse  the  Bible 
for  their  own  purposes. 

Not  quite.  First,  Scroggs  adduces  plenty  of 
evidence  which  indicates  that  ancient  anti-gay  writers 
loathed  most  the  passive  partners  in  pederasty,  whether 
these  latter  were  free  or  slave.  The  Alexandrian  Jewish 
writer  Philo’s  “greatest  scorn  is  poured  out  on  the  ef- 


tHing  about  Nazi  storm  troopers.)  He’s  got  the  nerve  to 
tell  us,  “I  have  no  moral  to  preach.  I  simply  set  out  to 
chronicle  the  stories  I  knew',  to  tell  it  like  it  is.” 

Really,  my  dear?  From  the  Boston  Globe.  August 
9,  1984;  “An  internal  report  released  Friday  by  the  state 
Correction  Department  concluded  that  the  hogtying  of 
six  inmates  in  Walpole  state  prison’s  Block  10  was 
acceptable  under  prison,  policy....’’.  Hogtying,  in  case 
you  don’t  know,  is  handcuffing  an  inmate  behind  his 
back,  then  chaining  the  cuffs  to  shackles  around  the 
ankles.  These  are  “the  average  guys  like  you  or  me 
making  a  living”  that  carry  out  these  restraints,  those 
same  ones  that  don’t  see  themselves  as  cops  or  up¬ 
holders  of  justice.  No  matter  how  liberal  an  individual 
guard  might  be  personally,  they  all  go  along  with  this 
practice  because  of  the  “old  boy”  make-up  of  correction 
department  politics. 

I’m  talking  from  in-the-flesh  experience,  five  years 
at  Raiford  state  prison,  where -a  convict  didn’t- have  to 
be  especially  unruly  to  be  cuffed  to  cell  bars  with  his 
toes  barely  touching  the  floor,  to  then  have  a  high- 
pressure  water  hose  played  on  his  torso  and  then  be  left 
hanging  for  hours.  Fun  and  games  at  the  gay  bath¬ 
house’s  simulated  cellblock?  That’s  not  saying  I’m  not 
into  it,  but  for  this  ex-con,  it’s  insulting  to  have  the 
author  of  Sex  Behind  Bars  tell  me  he’s  telling  it  like  it 
is. 

With  his  ultra-vanilla  coating  —  “!’ve  never  run 
into  ‘kinky’  sex  in  prison  although  I  have  no  doubt  it 
goes  on”  —  Robert  N.  Boyd’s  values  seem  closer  to  a 
prison  guard’s  mentality  than  to  the  liberated  gay  male 
convict  he  tries  passing  himself  off  as.  In  contrast  to  his 
telling  us  racism  is  still  a  prevalent  issue  in  prison  (as  if 
it  isn’t  also  on  the  street),  he  also-says  that  going  with  a 
black  person  unredeemably  tarnishes  your  reputation: 
“If  you  go  with  a  black  guy  you’d  go  with  anyone.”  Is 
that  also  considered  “kinky”  sex  in  the  author’s  narrow 
world  with  its  overworked  adjective  “gorgeous”  for  a 
descriptive  analysis  of  all  his  sex  partners? 

One  last  quote  from  SBB  to  gag  on  before  I  put 
this  review  to  sleep:  Tank  Boss,  “...and  I  want  it  under¬ 
stood  from  the  gate,  that  I’ve  done  more  time  than  any 
six  of  you  put  together.  I’m  also  gay,  and  proud  of  the 
fact.” 


feminate  male,  the  call-boy,  attacking  the  coiffuring  of 
hair,  the  use  of  cosmetics  and  perfume,  the  general  ef¬ 
fort  to  turn  his  male  nature  into  the  female”  (p.88). 
Similarly  the  third-century  Christian  father  Clement  of 
Alexandria’s  tirade  against  those  who  “wear  their  hair  in 
a  disreputable  fashion  that  savors  of  the  brothel” 
( Paidagogos  III. 3,  quoted  by  Scroggs,  p.55)  betrays  no 
ethical  concern  for  the  effeminate,  only  loathing  of 
their  wickedness.  The  only  writers  Scroggs  quotes  who 
express  any  sympathy  for  effeminate  call-boys  as  victims 
are  pagans,  not  Christians  or  Jews:  Plutarch  and  Seneca. 
Even  Plutarch  expresses  contempt  for  those  who  unman 
themselves  ( Erotikos  768E;  Scroggs’s  translation,  p.4l): 
“Therefore  placing  those  enjoying  the  passive  role  into 
the  worst  category  of  evil,  we  do  not  dispense  [to  them] 
any  share  of  belief,  respect,  or  friendship”;  and  no  one, 
including  Scroggs,  expresses  any  sympathy  for  youths 
driven  by  poverty  to  prostitute  themselves  —  it  is  always 
assumed  that  they  did  so  out  of  Licentiousness  and 
greed . 

Scroggs’s  exegesis  of  the  catalog  of  sinners  in  I 
Timothy  1:9-10  is  instructive  here:  he  translates  the 
words  pomoi,  arsenokoitai,  andrapodistai  to  mean 
“male  prostitutes,  males  who  lie  [with  them],  and  slave- 
dealers  [who  procure  them].”  But  if  the  author  of  I 
Timothy  were  motivated  by  an  ethical  concern  for 
young  men  coerced  by  slave-dealers  into  serving  the 
lusts  of  arsenokoitai ,  why  did  he  include  the  pomoi  in 
his  list  of  sinners?  Apparently  he  considers  the  victims 
as  culpable  as  the  exploiters  —  or  rather,  he  does  not 
consider  them  to  be  victims  at  all.  Scroggs  is  reading  his 
own  ethical  concerns  into  a  text  which  does  not  share 
those  concerns. 

Second,  we  may  question  the  ethical  concerns  of 
the  New  Testament  writers  on  other  grounds.  Paul  did 
not  condemn  either  heterosexual  marriage  or  slavery  — 
two  ancient  institutions  involving  relationships  not 
based  on  mutuality  —  he  merely  argued  that  master 
and  slave,  husband  and  wife,  should  be  considerate  of 
one  another.  Slavery  was  somehow  all  right  if  master 
and  slave  loved  each  other  as  fellow-Christians  —  but 
Christian  slaves  were  not  to  run  away  from  pagan 
masters.  If  Scroggs  is  right  that  Paul  judged  pederasty 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

03LES81AN  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  (Bpm-MkL)  MooFil  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  167  Tremont  St  Boston  02111 
Black  Men's  Assoc  ,  PO  Box  827,  Boston  02123 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  02111  497-8282 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network,  Box  1534, 

Jamaica  Plain  02130 

Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  522-6983 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
do  Interrante,  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1,  Boston  02118 
Chlltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi), 
do  GCN,  Box  6,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
Frontrunners,  PO  Box  423,  Back  Bay  Annex, 

Boston  021 17  288-4626 

Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston,  Box  1287, 

KerWall  Sq.,  Cambridge  MA  02142 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)247-5485 

Greater  Boston  Gay  Men's  Assoc.  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
(LGAES/Boston) 

P.O.  Box  1417,  Boston  02117  288-3228 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  423-0942 

do  GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-1 2pm)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Boston  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

646-5148 

Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  021 18  267-9150 

Transexual  Hotline  568-0680 

Triangle  Theater,  Box  127,104  Charles  St., 
Boston  021 14  424-6831 

Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm)  262-5250 

West  of  Boston  Lesbians  Suburban  Support  Group 
(based  in  Littleton)  486-8848 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  65, 

Boston,  02117  247-3910 

Boston  Mayoral  Liaison,  Ann  Maguire  725-3485 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
PO  Box  1273,  Cambridge  02238 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-31 70 

47  Winter  St.,  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston,  02116  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 

c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262-1565 

Box  6,  Astor  sta.  Boston  02123 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  227-7335 

STUDENT _ 

Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
c/o  GAMIT,  Rm  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda,  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360 Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston02115  437-2738 

GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT), 

MIT  50-306  Walker,  Cambridge 02139  253-5440 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc.,  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hall,  Cambridge  02138  495-5476 

Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c,  107  Ave.  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A,  Babson  Park.WelIsley,  02157 
Tufts  U.,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community, 
c/o  Student  Activities  Off.,  Medford  02155  628-2818 

Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group, 

Haley  House,  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1-4-178,  Dorchester  021 25  929-8276 

Brandeis  U.,  Triskelion,  Box  2275  Waltham  02254 

647-4491  or  647-4899 
Boston  U.,  Gays  and  Lesbians, c/o  Program  Resources 
Sherman  Union,  Boston  02215 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston, 
c/o  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods,  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 

WOMEN _ 

Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective, 

666-0513  or  825-5508 


Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 

354-8807  (Voice  and  TTY) 

Daughters  of  Bilitls,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 
Health  Profs)  524-6335 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  723-6327 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  S/M  Group  776-7957 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women's  Center,  PO  Box  404, 

W.  Somerville  02144  628-6311 

Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x3184 

Urania  (lesbian  and  bisexual  women’s  S/M  group) 

Box  23,  89  Mass  Ave.,  Boston  02115 
623-0138  or  731-4230 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

6  Camella  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tikva 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesblan/Gay 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108 

MEDIA _ 

Boston's  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM  Dennis  353-0225 
Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA) 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  02111 
Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

MEDICAL/CQUNSELING 

AIDS  Action  Committee 
c/o  Fenway  Community  Heatth  Center 
16  Havlland  St.  02115 
AIDS  Action  Committee  Hotline 
M-F3-9pm  Sat  10am-4pm 
AIDS  Hotline  (Dept,  of  Health) 

Mon-Fri  424-5916 

Boston  Free  VD  Info  1  -800 

(8am-10pm,  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  02116 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Program  (non-profit) 

Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St., 

Cambridge  02138 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 


GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 
Box  1084,  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line 

Valley  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061 
MCC  Springfield,  PO  Box  15576, 
Springfield  01 105 

WOMEN 


586-9340 
664-6391,664-6392 

584-7903 

(M-Sat  7-10pm)532-521 1 


782-8894 

536-6518 

227-9118 

262-3057 

536-3788 

523-7664 

964-0996 

Concerns 

742-2100 


536-7733 


272-2577 

426-9444 

266-0612 

843-5300 

744-5322 

661-0248 

956-5293 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

GALLYNS  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Liberated  Youths  of  the  North 
Shore),  PO  Box  1803,  Haverhill  01830,  373-7618 

Gaiwaves  (WJUL  91 .5  FM)  Kirsten  459-0579 

Gaiwaves,  c/o  WJUL,  1  University  Ave,  Lowell  01854 
Central  Middlesex  Social  Club  897-3462 

Male  Survivors  of  Sexual  Abuse,  PO  Box  1 1 1 
Woburn  01801 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01945  745-3848 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

So.  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 

Box  712,  Bridgewater  02324  293-5183 

Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  St, 

Milford  01757  473-3529 

Clergy/Seminarian  Gay  Support  Group  646-2607 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley,  P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
Central  Mass  Dignity/Integrity  Group,  Box  402, 

Federal  Sta.,  Worcester 

WOMEN _ 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  996-3341 

Womantide (lesbian  magazine), PO  Box  963,  P’town 02657 

STUDENT _ 4873393 

Bridgewater  St.  Coll.  Gay/Lesbian  Alliance 
Bridgewater,  M  A  02324 
Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 


Valley  Wimmlns  Connection  586-6445 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

Box  402,  Florence,  MA  01060  584-7616 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082, 774-5464 

STUDENT _ 

Hampshire  College  Gay  Men's  Alliance 
Box  89,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/S  ERVICE/SOCIAL 

Blaclcand  White  Men  Together,  58  Winchester  Ave., 

New  Haven  06511 

Pink  Triangle  Coffee  House,  620  Chapel  St. 

St  Paul's,  New  Haven  624-6869 
Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Helpline  forGreater  Danbury  426-4922 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury, 
c/o  Box  2045,  Danbury  06810 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O,  Box  72, 06501;  M-F  8-1 1pm  624-6869 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethlcs/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn.Storrs  06268  486-4738 

The  Newsletter,  a  lesbian  position, 

PO  Box  3075,  New  Haven  06515 
Women's  Center,  Hartford,  c/o  Hill  Ctr., 

350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106  249-7691 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  776-2656 

STUDENT _ 

Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House,  Farnham  Ave., 

New  Haven  06515  397-4331 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 

c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  *  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College  442-7458 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  c/o  Yale  Women’s  Ctr, 

5051  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  5335,  Hamden  06518 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

AIDS  Project  New  Haven,  PO  Box  636, 

New  Haven  06503  624-2437(AIDS) 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  426-4922,748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 

Rhode  Island  (40i) 


Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671 ,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903  8pm-mldnight 
Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331  -2047 

Brown  Lesban  Collective, c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Ctr. 

Box  1829  Brown  U.,  185  Meeting  St., 

Providence  02912  863-2189 

Rhode  Island  Alliance  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights,  PO  Box  5758  Weybosset  Hill, 

Providence  02903  351-4499, 728-6023 

University  of  Rhode  Island  Gay  Task  Force 
Women's  Center,  URI  Kingston 
Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Brown  U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc., 

GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  02111  (617)720-1870,661-7223 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231 ,  Pawtucket  02861  942-9400 

MCC/Providence,  PO  Box  1462,  Providence  02901 

726-8106 

MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  George  McDermott  521-7597 

New  Hampshire(603) 

Gay  NH  Infoline,  lOam-IOpm,  Concord  485-5612 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785,  889-1416, 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

MonadnockGay  Men  (MGM)  756-4226 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda, 

P.O.  Box  6443,  Nashua  03063  889-1416 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth, 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Ron)  225-5622 

Concord  Men's  Group 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Herb)  485-5612 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Gemini,  Keene  Support  Group,  . 

Box  461,  W.  Swanzey,  03469 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women’s  events, 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Women  In  Touch,  PO  Box  3541,  Nashua 
888-2110  or  883-9228 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gllsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 

Vermont  (802) 

Gay  AA/Burlington  862-4019 

Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  (CVGM), 

Box  42,  Barre  05641 
Gay  Student  Alliance 

Box  987,  Johnson  State  Coll.,  Johnson  05656 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt.Box  45,  Billings  Center 
Burlington  05405 
Gay  People  at  Mlddlebury 

Box  D56,  Mlddlebury  College,  05753 
Gay  Volleyball  482-3528,862-4019 

c/o  Box  99,  Hinesburg  05461 
Interweave,  Box  454,  Derby  Line  05830 
Johnson  St.  Coll.  Gay  Student  All. 

Box  987,  JSC,  Johnson  05656 
Rutland  Area  Gays  (RAGS),  Box  147, 

Center  Rutland  05736  (2nd  Sats) 

Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM), 

Box  479,  Norwich,  VT  05055  649-1304 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Vermonters  for  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  (VLGR), 

Pearls  Restaurant,  Pearl  St,  Burlington  879-1867 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402  864-7198 


Maine  (207) 


896-5888 


989-3306 


Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
Families  of  Gay  Persons 


521-7597 

723-0050 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou) 

Bangor  Area  Gay-Lesbian-Straight  Coalition 
PO  Box  1805,  Bangor  04401 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Oignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unit./Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,  Box  215,  Augusta  04330  797-3246 

Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St.,  Portland 
Mid-Coast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  496,  Camden  04843  236-9015 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Unltarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
125  Auburn  St,,  Portland  04104  7732121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.of  Maine,  Orono  04469  581-1288 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  549-7325(eves  &  wkends) 
Orthodox  Community  of  Holy  Apostles, 

RFD  Box  680,  N.  Whitefield  04353  549-7325 

The  Maine  Chapter  ( social  org.)  Box  1255,  Ellsworth  04605 


THREE  FEMINIST  PERSPECTIVES 
ON  ANTI-SEMITISM  AND  RACISM 

By  Elly  Bulkin,  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt, 
and  Barbara  Smith 

YOURS  IN  STRUGGLE  happened  because,  we 
were  able  to  talk  to  each  other  in  the  firsjifjiace, 
despite  our  very  different  identities  and  ^back¬ 
grounds— white  Christian-raised  Southerner^,. Afro- 
American,  Ashkenazi  Jew.  Each  of  us  speaks, only 
for  herself,  and  we  do  not  necessarily  agree  wiffctV; 
each  other.  Yet  we  believe  our  cooperation  on  this*' 
book  indicates  concrete  possibilities  for  coalition 
work. 

-from  the  authors’  note  to  readers 

Order  from  Long  Haul  Press,  Box  592,  Van  Brunt 
Station,  Brooklyn,  NY  11215.  $7.95  plus  $.90 
postage /handling. 


GAY  WOfiDS,  GAY  WORLDS 


H 


a 


Aijotfyer  Mother  Toijgue 

Judy  Grahn 

Judy  Grahn  blends  poetry,  legend  and  etymology  in  this 
fascinating  reclamation  of  gay  heritage.  A  panoramic  and 
stirring  celebration  of  homosexual  culture. 
'This  is  a  book  that  is  funny,  intelligent  and  proud.  It  tells  a 
story,  writes  a  love  letter  and  is  easy  and  joyful  to  read." 

—  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
"Another  Mother  Tongue  is  a  wonderful  book.. .It  is  a  book 
of  discovery  and  celebration,  of  pain  and  courage,  of 
humor  and  love.  It  is  a  multi-level  historical/personal 
presentation  of  gay  life,  past,  present,  and  future." 

-Sojourner 


324  pages  $19.95  cloth 


At  your  bookstore  or  write  fieaCOI}  PTC**  25  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Please  include  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling. 
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From  Outside  The  ‘Chosen  Circle’ 


Sister  Outsider 

Audre  horde 
Speeches  and  Essays 
Crossing  Press /Feminist  Senes 
Trumansburg,  NY 
$7.95,  190  pgs.,  1984. 


Reviewed  by  Veneita  Porter 

As  a  child,  I  recall  my  avid  consumption  of  books, 
my  search  for  a  single  passage  with  which  1  could  iden¬ 
tify.  “Nigger”  never  did  count  as  a  readable  word.  I  con¬ 
tinued  these  explorations  into  my  later  academic  life,  stu¬ 
dying  African  literature  and  feminism,  and  thinking, 
“Surely,  one  of  these  will  say  something  to  me.”  It  was 
very  discouraging.  So,  it  is  with  joy  and  not  a  little  self¬ 
trepidation  that  I’m  at  last  able  in  the  few  preceding 
years  to  read  books  by  women  of  color,  my  color,  black. 
Black,  feminist  lesbians  are  emerging  at  the  tip  of  the 
horizon,  and  it’s  heartening  to  know  at  least  one  ray  of 
light  illuminates  my  personal  space. 


Audre  Lorde’s  collection  of  non-fiction  is  entitled 
Sister  Outsider.  Just  as  the  title  implies,  Lorde  speaks  to 
all  who  live  outside  the  “chosen  circle.” 

“Somewhere  on  the  edge  of  consciousness,  there  is  what  I 
call  a  mythical  norm,  which  each  of  us  within  our  hearts 
knows  'that  is  not  me.’  In  America,  this  norm  is  usually 
defined  as  white,  thin,  male,  young,  heterosexual,  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  financially  secure.”  (“Age,  Race,  Class  and  Sex,” 
Pg-  177). 

Lorde  speaks  to  all  of  us  outside  this  myth.  And,  honey, 
there  are  lots  of  us! 

To  the  black,  heterosexual  man  Lorde  speaks  with  a 
mixture  of  disbelief,  anger  and  concern  at  the  collective 
buck  being  passed  down  by  an  oppressive  society.  The 
questions  for  the  black  male  are  implicit:  will  they  ac¬ 
cept  ideals  handed  down  from  a  racist  society  that  ob¬ 
viously  never  had  our  best  intentions  in  mind?  The  work 
of  dismantling  the  structurally  unsound  arguments  that 
stand  between  black  men  and  women  are  bucks  that 
need  to  be  removed  on  both  sides  of  the  wall. 

The  abuse  cycle  of  victim  is  a  place  where  Lorde 


refuses  to  spend  any  time,  and  she  urges  the  reader  t 
demolish  the  places  where  unvoiced  anger  and  termini 
silence  hide;  she  speaks  to  white  feminists  who  hid 
behind  passive  guilt  waiting  for  women  of  color  t 
educate  them,  to  black  men  looking  for  obedient  toy 
and  shields  from  the  world,  and  finally  to  black  sistet 
who  save  their  bitterest  poison  for  each  other’s  faces. 

Nikki  Giovanni  reminded  us  in  the  poem  “Hands 
that  “some  of  us  who  are  lucky  learn  to  lov 
ourselves.”  Lorde  carries  these  same  thoughts,  about  sur 
vivors  turning  their  anger  against  each  other,  into  “Ey< 
to  Eye,”  the  longest  section  of  Sister  Outsider  and,  fo 
me,  Lorde’s  most  difficult.  How  does  one  begin  to  fi 
together  the  pieces  of  a  puzzle  that  the  rest  of  the  work 
left  under  the  table?  The  distance  we  come  toward  eacl 
other  is  the  distance  within  ourselves.  If  it  did  not  in 
elude  another  idea  or  connection  but  the  ones  in  “Eye  t< 
Eye,”  Sister  Outsider  would  still  be  a  furiously  fine  pieci 
of  writing.  It  is  the  honest  and  eloquent  statement  of; 
poet  speaking  precisely  what  we  need  to  hear. 


Queerly  Religious 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  5 

by  its  “more  sordid  and  dehumanizing  dimensions,” 
that  constitutes  an  indictment  of  Paul’s  ethical  judg¬ 
ment;  Scroggs,  who  certainly  does  judge  pederasty  by 
its  most  sordid  aspects,  should  have  asked  himself  what 
the  conclusion  would  be  if  heterosexual  marriage  even 
in  the  modern  world  were  judged  by  such  criteria. 

Scroggs  never  discusses  Jesus’  attitudes  towards  sex, 
and  gay  Christians  will  be  quick  to  seize  on  the  fact  that 
Jesus  is  not  reported  to  have  ever  said  anything  about 
homosexuality.  True,  but  we  are  in  no  position  to  draw 
any  conclusions  about  this.  The  doctrine  of  Christian 
freedom  from  the  Mosaic  law,  so  important  for  the  gay 
Christian  position,  is  at  best  implicit  in  the  gospels;  it  is 
explicit  only  in  the  writings  of  Paul,  who  did  not  extend 
this  freedom  to  sexual  matters.  The  gospels  are  so  in¬ 
consistent  about  Jesus’  attitude  toward  the  Law, 
however,  that  nothing  certain  can  be  said,  but  it  is 
ironic  that  gay  Christians  (convinced,  like  most  Chris¬ 
tians,  that  Jesus  would  be  on  their  side)  like  to  see  Jesus 
as  a  good  guy  and  Paul  as  a  villain,  when  it  is  quite 
possible  that  on  this  issue  there  might  be  nothing  to 
choose  between  the  two.  It  is  also  ironic,  given  the 
delight 'with  which  Christians  have  scorned  the  alleged 
legalism  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  of  Jesus’  day,  to  see 
gay  Christians  and  their  straight  friends  resorting  to 
strained  interpretations  of  the  New  Testament  which 
would  make  any  Pharisee  blush. 

Which  brings  us  back  to  the  relation  of  the  gay 
movement  to  gay  Christians.  The  position  of  the 
churches  regarding  homosexuality  depends  on 
numerous  factors,  of  which  the  teachings  of  the  New 
Testament  may  well  be  among  the  least  important. 
When  times  change,  the  churches  will  adjust  to  fit  the 
times  as  they  always  have,  and  the  relevant  biblical 
passages  will  be  reinterpreted  or  ignored,  whichever  is 
easier.  (Compare  the  issue  of  slavery:  no  modern  Chris¬ 
tian  would  condone  slavery,  and  most  probably  believe 
that  somewhere  in  the  gospels  Jesus  must  surely  say 
“Thou  shalt  not  commit  slavery”  or  some  such.  It  is 


often  difficult  to  convince  them  that  he  didn’t.)  Mean¬ 
while,  the  churches  must  be  kept  from  obstructing  the 
cultural  changes  which  will  ultimately  force  the  chur¬ 
ches  to  change  their  positions;  the  churches  are  not  go¬ 
ing  to  go  away,  so  it  will  be  the  task  of  gay  Christians 
and  their  straight  allies  to  bring  about  the  necessary  in¬ 
ternal  changes,  and  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  non¬ 
religious  gay  movement  to  endorse  this.  I’m  sure  I 
sound  overly  cynical  here,  but  that’s  too  bad.  Books  like 
Scroggs’s  only  show,  despite  their  efforts  to  prove  the 
contrary,  that  the  New  Testament  is  pervaded  by  a  deep 
disgust  for  the  body  and  for  sex,  and  that  this  disgust  is 
in  no  way  ethically  based. 

The  value  of  Scroggs’s  book,  thanks  to  its  quota¬ 
tions  from  ancient  non-Christian  writings,  is  that  it 


shows  that  this  disgust  was  not  unique  to  Christianity 
If  Christianity  were  to  disappear  tomorrow,  peopf 
would  find  some  other  vehicle  to  express  their  am 
bivalence  about  the  flesh.  One  of  the  weaknesses  of  th 
gay  movement  had  been  its  tendency  to  underestimat 
how  widespread  this  ambivalence  is,  and  it  has  been 
profound  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  basis  for  its  Chris 
tian  forms  is  purely  theological. 

We  need  to  ask:  How  did  a  religion  which  mad 
such  a  fetish  out  of  hatred  for  the  body  become  s< 
popular  and  powerful?  The  question  is  not  academic.  I 
we  don’t  come  up  with  some  good  answers,  we  will  no 
be  able  to  combat  effectively  the  same  tendencies  ii 
society  and  religion  today. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  twelfth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is 
City _ 


Address 


State 


Zip 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 

25  weeks  $17.50  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114 
(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brodkline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 


JEAN  VALLON  . 

Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 

Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

CLINICAL 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATES 

269-8382 

ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

LAMBDA  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 
SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 


ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA  423-7730 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 


The  Women’s  Review 
of  Books 


AN  INDEPENDENT 
MONTHLY  REVIEW: 


•  providing  information  and  informed  opinion  on 
new  books  by  and  about  women 


•  presenting  a  feminist  perspective 
current  writing 


on 


IN-DEPTH  REVIEWS  OF: 

•  feminist  writing  on  ail  subjects 
•  books  in  every  area  of  women’s  studies 
•  women’s  autobiography,  fiction  and  poetry 

SEND  YOUR  SUBSCRIPTION  TO: 

DEPT  <9W),  THE  WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 
Wellesley  Center  for  Research  on  Women, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181 


Individual  Subscription:  US  S12  Canada  $15 
Institutions:  USS25  Canada  $28 


gay  community  news 

TYPESETTING 


Services 

•  resumes  •  brochures 

•  letterhead  •  newsletters 

•  fliers  •  magazines 

Reasonable  rates 

for  information  call  GCN  426-4469 


SHMATE 

A  JOURNAL  OF  PROGRESSIVE  JEWISH  THOUGHT 


Issue  a  'April/May  1982 
FOCUS  THE  HOLOCAUST 

■  Jewish  Resistance 
a  Sephardic  Spirits 
n  Jewish  Secularism 

n  Arab  Press  on  the  West  Bank 

■  Humor.  Poetry  8  tots  more 


Issue  *5.  March  1983 
FOCUS  RESISTANCE 
■  Jewish  Vets  Ot  The 
Lincoln  Brigade 
S  Resistance  Bibliography 
a  Warsaw  Ghetto  Uprising 
a  Stories.  Letters.  More 


N. 


SCIENCESPEOPLE 


bimonthly 

Progressive  views  on  science  and  technology 
energy,  militarism,  environment- 
occupational  health,  agriculture, 
women  and  science  and  much  more 
$  1 2/year  from  Science  for  the  People 
897  Main  St.,  Dept.  Ex.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139 


Issue  t2  June/July  1982  Issue  *6  Summer  1983 

FOCUS  WOMEN.  GAY  MEN.  LESBIANS  FOCUS  HUMOR 
a  Nice  Jewish  Girls  A  Lesbian  Anthology  a  Mad  Comics 

a  Harvey  Milk  Menach  and  Martyr  a  Labor  Humor 

a  Anti-Semitism  in  the  Women  »  Movement  a  Yiddish  Theater 
a  Orthodoxy  and  the  Law  ot  Return  a  Jewish  Television 

a  Stories,  lots  more  a  Baseball  Clown 


Issue  «3  September /October  1982 
a  Jewish  Film  Festival 
a  Jewish  Feminist  Conference 
a  Children  ot  Survivors 
a  Library  Cataloging 
a  Nazi  Language  and  Israel 

Issue  #4  January  1983 
FOCUS  POETRY 
a  Poems 
a  Stories. 

a  The  Bund  and  Terrorism 
a  Resistance  Bibliography 
a  Letters  8  lots  more 

Issue  *9Summer  1984 
FOCUS:  ISRAEL 
a  Israel  and  Bolivia 
a  Israeli  Arms 
a  The  Left  end  Israel 
a  French  Well  Posters 
a  Letters.  Poems.  Stones 


Issue  »7  Chanukah  1983 
FOCUS  NICARAGUA 
a  A  D  L  Nicaragua,  and  Reagan 
a  Jewish  Film  Festival 
a  Jewish  Art 

a  New  York  Street  Games 
a  LLiter...  °oems.  Slones 

Issue  *3  Pnoch  1984 
FOCUS  JEWISH  IDENTITY 
h  Meredith  Tax 
a  Jo  in  Geraasi 
a  Marge  Piercy 
a  Irena  Narsll 
a  Jett  Obolar 

SHMATE 

BOX  4228 

BERKELEY,  CA  94704 


BACK  ISSUES  AT  $3/COPY 


READ  &  SUBSCRIBE  TO 


NO  MORE  CAGES, 

A  BI-MONTHLY 

WOMEN’S  PRISON  NEWSLETTER 


Letters,  Poetry,  Articles 
and  Graphics  from 
WOMEN  INSIDE 

Prisons  and  Psychiatric  Institutions 


SUBSCRIPTION  $ 15/6  ISSUES  $2S/INSTITUTIONAL 

NAME  _ _ 

ADDRESS  _ 

BEGIN  WITH  ISSUE  # _ 

ISSUE  #1  AVAILABLE  ONLY  TO  SUBSCRIBERS 

-  - 


Available  at  Womens  and  Progressive 
Bookstores  or  write  to: 
WOMEN  FREE  WOMEN  IN  PRISON 
PO  Box  90,  Brooklyn,  NY  1 1215 
$1  each  copy,  $6  per  year 
More  if  you  can/Lesa  if  you  can’t 
FREE  TO  PRISONERS 
AND  PSYCHIATRIC  INMATES 
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Continued from  page  1 

AIDS  will  also  be  invited  to  do 
training  sessions  with  hospital  per¬ 
sonnel. 

Stephen  Ansolabehere,  a 
cooperating  attorney  with  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  said  he  has 
been  satisfied  thus  far  with  the 

Erie 

Continued from  page  1 
Dwyer  stated  succinctly. 

“What’s  important,”  according 
to  Lance  Ringel  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF),  “Is  that 
Lernieux  is  [finally]  willing  to  do  it, 
to  defend  the  will.  It’s  important 
for  us  that  the  money  gets  into  the 
gay  community  somehow.  Our 
intervention  provided  a  holding 
action  that  lasted  long  enough  that 
[Lernieux]  could  become  involved. 
If  the  will  is  upheld,  then  the  gay 
community  can  decide  how  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  money.  We’ve  never 
had  the  luxury  of  worrying  about 
that  much  money  before,”  said 
Ringel. 

The  will  names  Lernieux  as  the 
beneficiary,  “with  the  understand¬ 
ing,  however,  that  the  estate  is  to 
be  devoted  to  furthering  the  civil 
rights  of  American  homosexuals, 
one-half  to  be  devoted  to  aid  and 
assist  those  homosexuals  who  have 
been  victims  of  legal  duress,  and 
the  other  one-half  used  in  helping 
to  further  in  the  Courts  and  the 
United  States  Congress  abolition 
of  restrictions  of  any  kind  or 
nature  against  the  civil  rights  of 
homosexuals.” 

Lemieux’s  acceptance  of  an  ac¬ 
tive  role  in  the  case  may  be  the 
result  of  influence  by  Peter  Frisch, 


response  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Hospitals.  An¬ 
solabehere  also  said  he  would  like 
a  public  report  as  to  the  conclu¬ 
sions  of  the  investigative  team 
when  they  have  completed  their 
work. 

Walden,  however,  equivocated 
as  to  whether  any  public  report 
would  be  generated. 


publisher  of  The  Advocate, 
according  to  a  reliable  source. 

The  probate  file  reveals  that 
Stephen  Tetuan,  attorney  for  the 
estate  and  author  of  McBride’s 
will,  wrote  to  Lernieux  on  August 
29,  1984,  encouraging  him  “to 
serve  as  trustee  and  to  retain  local 
counsel  to  represent  your  interests 
as  trustee.”  Tetuan  assured 
Lernieux  that  Lemieux’s  legal  fees 
and  other  expenses  would  be  paid 
from  McBride’s  estate,  and  that 
arrangements  could  be  “very  ac¬ 
commodating  to  [Lemieux’s]  work 
schedule.” 

On  September  11,  Lernieux 
responded  to  Dwyer’s  order  ac¬ 
cepting  identification  “as  a  trustee 
instead  of  [the]  previous  designa¬ 
tion  as  beneficiary.  I  did  not  con¬ 
sider  myself  a  beneficiary.” 

He  continued  to  say  that  he 
“looks  upon  Marsh  as  represent¬ 
ing  both  the  interests  of  The  Ad¬ 
vocate  and  my  own,  which  are,  to 
my  mind,  one  and  the  same.” 

Subsequent  to  receiving  this  let¬ 
ter,  Dwyer  set  the  hearing  for  Nov. 
29.  Although  he  retained  the  briefs 
submitted  by  their  counsels  for 
consideration  in  the  case,  he 
denied  the  petition  by  GLAD  and 
The  Advocate  to  intervene. 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  'convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


l)r.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
(  Jiiropraetor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Cay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 

Specialties  Include 

•  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

•  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

•  Often  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

•  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISAfMasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


n,p 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston.  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 


1  800  352  3185 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


For  the  best  fall  foliage  in  New  Hampshire,  visit 
Mittersill,  the  alpine  resort  in  Franconia  Notch.  You’ll 
enjoy  the  hiking,  tennis,  indoor  pool,  jacuzzi,  sauna, 
health  club,  game  room,  and  the  sociable  Baron’s  Den 
and  Sunset  Lounge.  Come  up  and  enjoy  a  weekend 
for  two. 

$75  per  couple 
3  days  and  2  nights 

Our  package  includes  2  nights  lodgings,  2  breakfasts 
and  2  dinners,  plus  a  cocktail  party,  our  famous 
Saturday  Night  Live  Show  and  the  use  of  all 
Mittersill  facilities. 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-258-4630 
Mid-Week  Special  $59.95/couple 

Conditions:  Must  tour  property. 

No  obligation  to  purchase. 

Mittersill  Resort,  Mittersill  Rd.,  Franconia,  N.H.  03580 
Outside  N.H.  1-800-258-4630  Within  N.H.  1-800-552-4657 

THE  TIMESHARING  RESORT 

FRANCONIA  NOTCH,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


The  Forum 

-  Institute  of  Politics 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Perspectives 
on  the  1984  Elections: 

WHERE  DO  WE  GO  FROM  HERE? 

•  Virginia  Apuzzo,  executive  director,  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force 

•  Robert  Bauman,  former  congressman 
(R-MD);  Board  member,  Concerned 
Republicans  for  Individual  Rights 

•  Gil  Gerald,  executive  director,  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays 

•  Chris  Riddiough,  director,  Lesbian  Rights 
for  the  National  Organization  of  Women 

•  Eric  Rotes,  chairperson,  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance;  Study  Group 
Leader,  Institute  of  Politics  (moderator) 

Wednesday,  November  28,  8  p.m. 


ARCO  Forum  of  Public  Affairs 
John  F.  Kennedy  School  of  Government 
Harvard  University 

79  John  F.  Kennedy  Street,  Cambridge 

For  further  information  call:  49>1  ISO 
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Sunday 


monday 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Children  ol  Alcoholics  Al-Anon  6pm,  Living 
room,  Clark  Bldg.,  MI.  Auburn  Hospital. 

Boston.  MA  -  Boston  Alliance  ol  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop- 
in  center  tor  youth  22  and  under  from  3:30  5pm  at  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon  Hill)  Info  497-8282  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to: 
GCN.  Bo*  tOGY,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111.  See  Wed.  listings  tor 
rap  meeting 

Boston.  MA  —  A  support  group  including  deal  and  differently  abled 
women.  Free  brunch.  Captioned  movies,  entertainment  and  interpreters. 
Every  third  Sunday  at  Somewhere  Else.  295  Franklin  St.  Into: 
(617)423-7730.  ^ 

Csmbridgo,  MA  —  Gay  Volleyball  6:30  to  7  30PM,  warm-up  and  drills 
7  30  to  9  30PM.  play  Various  levels  Into /.location:  Jay  262-4896-or 
Harry  536-4540 

Burlington,  VT -  Gay  Volleyball  5:30  to  7  30PM.  Into  (802)  482-3528  „ 
or  (802)  862-4019.  . 

Boston.  MA  -  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  ol  New  England  2nd  Sun¬ 
days  2pm  Into:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5495.  V  - 

Boston,  MA  —  "Boston's  Other  Voice  "  WROR.  96  5  FM.  11:30pm 
Boston.  MA  —  "Musically  speaking  Women's,  qjusic,  ideas, 
announcements  WMBR.  88  1  FM.  1-3pm  ,'vi 

» tost  ol  Boston.  MA  —  West  ol  Boston  Lesbians  Social  events  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoons,  twice  a  month.  New  members  welcome.  Info:  Amy 
486-8848  or  Dorothy  875-1108 

Csmbridgo,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together  of  Boston  2nd  Sunday 
ol  each  month  Info  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043. 

Csmbridgo,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous,  lesbian  meeting.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass  Ave.  (Harvard  Sq.)  7:30pm  DOB  of¬ 
fice. 


Portsmouth.  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men  7pm  (except  1st  monday  of  the 
month  and  holidays)  Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  292  State  St.,  side- 
door  basement  Info  Mark  Miller  (207)  646-2748  or  write.  SGM,  POBox 
1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nstick,  MA  —  Gentle  Empowerment  Together,  lesbian  support/discus¬ 
sion  group  7-8:30pm,  Natick  YWCA.  231  Bacon  St 
Csmbridgo.  MA  —  Lesbian  mothers  and  co-parents  rap:  third  Monday 
of  the  month,  8pm,  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass  Ave.,  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Musically  Speaking,"  women's  music  and  ideas 
WMBR,  88  1FM.  8-10PM 

Boston,  MA  -  "The  Woman  s  Talk  Show"  WRB8.  104  9  FM  6-7PM 
Music.  Informatlon.-interviews. 

Wstttism,  MA  —a  Triskelion.  the  Brandeis  Gay/Lesbian  Coalition 
General  dlscussian  group  at  9pm  Usdan  Student  Ctr.  Conf.  RoomC.  In- 
•  fo:  647-4353.  or  Box  2792.  Brandeis  U  ,  Waltham  02254. 

Msshus,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  at  8pm.  Info:  Tony  424-3252.  or 
write:  Nashua  Area  Gays.  Box  3472.  Nashua  03061 
Storrs,  CT  +  Eastern  Conn.  Christian  Gay /Lesbian  Concerned  meets  at 
Waggoner  Chapel  of  Storrs  Cong.  Church  on  UConn  campus. 
Info: 742- 3030  and  872-6531.  Meets  2nd  and  4th  Mons.  at  7pm. 

tuaaday - - 

Boston,  MA  —  AIDS  Related  Complex  group,  7pm  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Service.  600  Washington  St.  Info:  536-7733 

Csmbridgo,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Sq  )  8pm. 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Into:  661-3633. 


Wednesday - 

Boston.  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA). 
7:30-9  30pm  New  members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media  more 
responsive  to  our  needs.  Into  LAGMA,  c/o  GCN.  167  Tremonf  St. 
Boston  02111. 

Kingston.  Rl  —  URI  Gay  Task  Force  political  group  and  confidential  sup¬ 
port  group.  Info:  The  Women's  Center,  (401)  792-2997. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New 
persons'  meeting  6.30pm:  general  meeting  and  group  discussion 
7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under.  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St. 
(Beacon  Hill)  Info:  497-8282 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  meets  every  week  from 
7-10pm.  Arlington  St.  Church.  Info:  482-6983. 

Boston,  MA  —  Medical  Area  Dykes  meets  lor  lunch.  Noon  to  1 .  Kresge 
Cafeteria.  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health.  Info:  Katy  732-1090  ext  41. 
Csmbridgo.  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Associated  Engineers  and  Scien¬ 
tists  (LAGAES).  Info: 288-3228 

Boston,  MA  —  Project  Place  orientation.  Every  Wed  6:30pm,  32 
Rutland  Place  (So  End).  Inlo:262-3740. 

Boston.  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  Lesbians  Hangout/discussion  group 
Come  to  600  Washington  St.  Rm  219.  Noon.  lnto:542-5188. 

Csmbridgo,  MA  —  Boston  National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  Task  Force  meets  4th  Wednesdays  at  99  Bishop  Allen  Of 
(Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public  education  and  consciousness  rais¬ 
ing  Info:  661-6015. 

Csmbridgo,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  35+  women's  discussion  and 
social  group  7:30pm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
(Harvard  Sq.)  8pm.  2nd  Wednesday  and  last  Friday  of  each  month 

Bridgowstor,  MA  -  South  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance.  Info: 
293-5183. 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st  and 
3rd  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian  Society,  220  Mam  St.  7:30pm.  info: 
(413)  584-7903  or  write  PO  Box  181,  Northampton  01061 
Hsrttord,  CT  —  Gay  Al-Anon  meeting  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  at  Trinity 
Church  Parish  House.  Farmington  Ave.  7:30pm.  Info:  247-8797, 

friday - — 

Boston,  MA  —  fiay  Community  Nows  (that's  us)  always  needs  help  sen¬ 
ding  out  the  paper  on  Friday  evenings.  Come  by  tor  s  tow  hours  to  167 
Tremont  St.  5th  ft.  (on  the  Common,  near  Boylston  T  step)  anytime  alter 
Bpm  and  lend  a  hand.  Refreshments  and  geed  times!  Every  body  well 
come!  Into:  428-4469.  Thanks! 

Csmbridgo,  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Mt.  Auburn  Hosp.  Living 
Rm.,  Clark  Bldg.  S-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from  7-8pm  on  the  1st 
Friday. 

PfttsBoid.  MA  -  Weekly  meetings  of  Lesbian  United.  Info:  Women  s 
Services  Ctr.  499-2425. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men's  Group  meets  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 
discussion  Info:  Herb  485-5612. 

Osnbuty,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury  meets 
7:30- 10pm  in  the  Green  Room  of  First  Congregational  Church,  corner  of 
Deer  Hill  Ave.  and  West  St. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Gateway  Gay  AA  closed  discussion  group  meeting. 
8:30pm,  Suite  18,  60  Spring  St.  Info:  Ray,  999-4669. 

Portsmouth.  NH  —Gays  Together  in  Sobriety  (open  discussion)  8pm 
Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  292  State  St. 

Hsrilord,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in  center  for  lesbian  and  gay 
teenagers.  7-9pm  at  the  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington  Ave.,  upstairs.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexual  Minorities. 


Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape 
Cod.  meets  2nd  Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans  02653, 

Concord.  NH  —  Concord  Area  Gay  Youth,  Support  group  for  youth 
16-22.  Rap  session  and  social  time.  Info:  Ron  225-5622. 

Keene.  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get-togethers  tor  lesbians.  1  st  Sun- 
dayk(2pm)  and  3rd  Tuesdays  or  Wednesdays  (6pm).  Info:  Keene  Klon- 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  03448. 

Central.  VT  -  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men  (CVGM)  meets  1st  Sunday  of 
the  month  for  socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  Info:  Box  42.  Barre 
05641 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets  3rd  Sundays.  Info: 
(802)  626-3618  or  write:  Box  703.  St.  Johnsbury  05819. 

Orono.  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club  Social/  support  group  lor  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Informal,  friendly  and  open  meetings.  South  Bangor  lounge.1 
Memorial  Union.  UMO,  7pm. 

Augusta.  ME  —  interweave,  a  support/social/political  group  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  Meets  last  Sundays  of  the  month.  Potluck  6:30PM, 
program  follows.  All  Souls  Unitarian,  11  King  St 
Bennington.  VT  —  Lesbian/Gay  Christians  meet  for  interdenominational 
bible  study,  prayer  and  discussion.  lnfo:588-6564. 

Gardner.  MA  —  New  Direction.  St.  Michael's  Outreach  Service.  10AM. 
Office  hours  7-9AM  and  4-10PM.  lnfo:(61 7)536-7005 
Aroostook  County,  ME  —  Northern  Lambda  Nord.  Northern  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  support  group,  holds  business  meeting  and  potluck  on 
the  last  Sun.  each  month.  Info:  NLN.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736.  Gay 
Phoneline  (207)896-5888. 

Boston.  MA  —  The  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Boston,  with  a 
special  ministry  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  meets  at  7pm  in  the 
Old  West  Church.  131  Cambridge  St.  lnfo:523-7664. 

New  Haven,  CT  —  Gay  Fathers  ot  New  Haven  meets  biweekly  on  Sun¬ 
days  at  7pm.  Info:  PO  Box  5041.  New  Haven  CT  06520. 

Portland.  ME  —Lesbian  Support  Discussion  Group.  6-8pm,  92  Bedford 
St.  Info:  780-4085. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays.  Info:  (413)  442-7772. 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Coalition 
meets  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  ot  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground  Restau¬ 
rant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men's  Group.  Weekly  support  group  for 
gay  and  bisexual  men.  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  discussion.  Info:  Jack 
669-0096. 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meeting  at  First 
Parish.  Unitarian.  425  Congress  St.  8pm.  Open  to  all. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  meets  at 
Hill  Ctr,,  350  Farmington  Ave.  7pm.  1st  Tuesdays.  Info:  249-7691. 
New  London.  CT  —  New  London  People's  Forum.  Support  group  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians  Info:  536-3095  (4-9pm). 

Boston,  MA  —  Nat.  Ass.  of  Social  Workers,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
meets  1st  Mons  at  8PM.  Info:  Lorrie  436-7521  or  Carrie  482-0557. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  coming  out  discussion  group.  2nd  Mon. 
8PM  All  women  welcome.  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  1151  Mass  Ave. 
lnfo:661  -3663. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  STD  Clinic  for  men  and  women  of  all  sexual  orienta¬ 
tions.  NH  Feminist  Ctr.,  232  Court  St.  (603)  436-7588.  $15  basic  fee. 
Northhampton,  MA  —  New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library:  meeting  for 
those  interested  in  being  Library  workers  or  contributors.  7:30-10pm. 
Info:  (413)  584-7616. 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Lesbian  S/M  support  group  every  week,  7:30pm. 
Info:  776-7957.  Open  to  lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  S/M. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter,  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  1st  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church. 
630  Mass  Ave..  Arlington  Ctr. 

Boston.  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual  women  s  S/M  support 
group  meets  every  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  Safe,  non-competitive 
space  for  women  of  all  levels  of  experience  to  share  political  and  per¬ 
sonal  aspects  ot  sexuality.  7:30pm.  Info:  Betsy  (617)  731-4230  or 
Brianna  (617)  623-0138.  Mailing  address:  Box  23,  89  Mass.  Ave.. 
Boston.  MA  02115. 


Hampden  County,  MA  —  Social/support  group  for  lesbians.  8pm.  Info: 
Debbie  532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959 

Hysnnis,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets  1st  Wednesday  of  every 
month.  7:30pm.  New  members  welcome.  Orientation,  social  meetings. 
Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH  Lambda  sponsors  speakers 
and/or  raps  on  2nd  Wednesdays  and  4th  Thursdays.  7:30pm.  Business 
meets  on  1st  Saturdays.  Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Hartford,  CT  -  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington  Ave 
8pm.  Info:  247-8797. 

Boston,  MA  -  Mental  Patients'  Liberation  Front:  Boston  City  Hall,  5th 
floor  hearing  room  next  to  Councillor  Scondras'  office.  6:30pm.  Cali  to 
confirm  meeting:  628-8438. 

Boston.  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition:  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  for  support 
and  friendship.  Info.  GCN,  Box  6.  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111. 
Portland,  ME  —Gay  Parents  Support  Group.  7-9pm,  92  Bedford  St.  In¬ 
fo:  780-4085. 


thursday- 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Community  News  always  needs  help  on  production 
night  when  articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If  you've  done  proof¬ 
reading  or  layout  and  would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing,  7:30-11pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out 
GCN  and  read  tomorrow's  news  today. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open  discussion  group. 
8- 10pm  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  Info 
354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children.  Support  group.  8-10pm. 
Cambridge  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  Info:  354-8807 
Cambridge.  MA  —  Younger  Lesbian  Support  Group.  All  women  22  and 
under  welcome.  4th  Thurs.  Daughters  of  Biiihs,  1151  Mass  Ave 
lnfo:661-3663. 

Allston.  MA  — Women  s  Zen  Meditation  group.  7  30-9:30  Info' 
787-2192. 


Portland,  ME  —  Gay  People's  Alliance  group.  7-9pm.  Student  Union 
Bldg.  92  Bedford  St.  Info:780-4085. 


Saturday - 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Regularly  scheduled  sports  and 
outdoors  events.  General  info:  John  275-1336;  Linda  734-4066;  John 
864-0823.  Volleyball;  Jay  262-4896.  Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 
Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners/Boston.  Gay  men  and  lesbian  running 
club.  Weekly  run  Sat..  9:00  a.m.,  Sun. .10:30  a  m.  Meet  at  Hatch 
Shell-Esplanade.  Info  about  weekly  run:  288-4626;Front-Runners  Into: 

39  Milford,  Boston  02118  or  451-6364 

Providence,  HI  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  meets  every 
week  from  1-5pm.  For  youth  14-21.  Info:  MCC  272-9247  or  Gay  Help 
Line  751-3322  (eves). 

Bangor,  ME  —  Interweave,  a  support  group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
Meets  3rd  Sat.  Potluck  at  6pm  followed  by  program.  Unitarian  Church, 
Main  St. 

Burlington,  VT  —  Integrity  (Gay  Episcopalians  and  their  friends)  meets 
1st  and  3rd  Sat.  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  7:55pm.  Info:  Bruce  864-7198. 
Burlington,  VT  —  Vermonters  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights  meets  at  Pearl's 
Restaurant  (upstairs).  1st  and  3rd  Sat.  6-7:30.  Info:  VLGR,  Box  126, 
Burl.  05402. 

Boston,  MA  —  Women  in  Music  radio  show;  6-10am.  WERS-FM  88.9. 
Lowell.  MA  —  "Gaywaves."  WJUL,  91.5  FM  lOam-noon.  Music,  news 
and  interviews. 

WEEKLY 
EVEflT/ 


— 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 


40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 


484-8383 


Have  a  Question? 
IBOSTON  LESBIAN  AN1 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-llpm,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


Been  to  your  local  library  lately? 

How  many  gay  and  lesbian  periodicals  do  they  have  on  their 
shelves?  Not  so  many?  We  need  your  help  to  change  that.  Help  us  get 
your  library  to  subscribe  to  GCN.  Library  subscriptions  are  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  GCN  and  to  a  library’s  patrons.  They  allow  us  to  reach  many, 
many  people  who  would  otherwise  never  get  a  chance  to  read  a  gay /les¬ 
bian  newspaper: 

•  People  who  wonder  if  they’re  gay  and  who  know  nothing 
about  gay/lesbian  life  and  community 

•  People  who  are  just  coming  out 

•  People  who  are  in  the  closet  or  who  live  in  isolation 

•  Kids  who  are  gay/lesbian 

•  People  who  can’t  afford  to  subscribe 

•  Interested  straight  folks 

Libraries  supply  GCN  with  an  essential  source  of  revenue.  Once  a 
library  begins  a  subscription,  it  tends  to  renew  every  year. 

Please  request  that  your  library  subscribe  to  GCN.  We’ll  send  a 
library  promotion  kit  to  help  you  talk  to  your  librarian. 

GCN  and  your  community  will  both  benefit  from  it. 

Yes,  I'll  be  a  Library  Lion  and  help  convince  my  library  to  subscribe  to 
GCN  and  maybe  even  to  purchase  GCN  on  microfilm  as  well. 

Name  _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ 

City - State _ Zip _ 

Phone  (  ) _ _ _ _ _ 

Name/ Address  of  Library _ _ _ _ _ 


Send  to  GCN  Library  Lions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


II  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  Taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge  J&S  has  been  Boston's  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also  been 
the  best  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything.  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
"The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper.  “Best  ot  Boston.  "  Fall.  1980) 


BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


mm  uvt  musk  by  "FREE  TIME" 

I  V  ITT  I  ii It 1 1  1 


FOR  THE  COALTION  FOR  HUMAN  RIGHTS 


W«d.  nov.  28th,  8pm  to  lorn  °  539  tremont  it.  °  boiton,  mo  °  info:  266-8557  or  725-4225 
Jo.00  admission  m  odvoncm  or  at  lb*  door  O  cosh  bor 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS 
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FREE*  HOT  TALK 

212-976-3737 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 


12-2am  ONLY  NO  GIMMICKS 
('It's  only  a  .21  Toll  Call) 


(21) 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

We  are  all  so  fragile 
closer  to  dust  than  deity 
What  we  are,  what  we  become 
blasted  in  a  minute 
the  time  it  takes 
the  telephone  to  ring 
and  to  be  answered 
In  a  click  a  tick 
a  tiny  tock 

the  clock’s  unbound  us 
and  that  old  terror 
Death's  the  sea  around  us. 

O,  universal  heart 
take  pity,  buoy  us  up 
This  last  loss  lashes 
us  to  bits  and  I  am  dumb 
holding  on  like  all  of  us 
in  hope  and  fear.  .  . 
loving  still  the  world 
because  you’re  here. 


INSTRUMENTS  OF  PEACE 

Join  a  campaign  to  send  100  musical 
instruments  and  1000  sets  of  guitar  str¬ 
ings  to  the  Centers  for  Popular  Culture 
in  Nicaragua.  To  donate  and  instru¬ 
ment,  money  or  your  time,  call 
(617)738-9719  or  491-5816  or  write  us  at 
Arts  for  a  New  Nicaragua,  439 
Washington  St,  #4,  Brookline,  MA 
02146. (Co-sponsored  by  the  National 
Lawyer's  Guild) _ (c) 


MASTECTOMY  LESBIAN 

Support  group  now  forming.  Call  Gena 
at  566-1873. _ (20) 


nr  a  sot? 


PBOHLES 

ON 

veto 


Meet  interesting/new  people  on 
videotape  and  choose  your  next 
date  at  an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Completely  confidential. 
For  info,  write  to: 

Profiles  on  Video 
739  Boylston  St. 

Suite  104 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Tuesday-Friday  5-10  pm 
Saturday  10-6 
or  call  267-1319 


PUBLICATIONS 


Dragonchild  by  Leah  Pesa  Kushner 
journey  of  survival  of  childhood  abuse 
by  a  fat  working  class  Jewish  lesbian. 
Order  from:  K.l.  Productions  PO  Box 
7757  Berkeley,  CA  94707.  $8.00  in- 
cludes  shipping. _ 


JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men's  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. 


DOB 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians.  1151  Ma 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tut 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  F 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  C 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  So 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weal 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid  Bimonthly  m 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndrais 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  i 
women  invited  to  participate _ 


NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  M< 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nash 
Area  Gays.  PO  Box  885,  Nashua,  t 
03060. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


NANCY  IN  PALO  ALTO 

Giving  thanks  I  can’t  see  at  all 
in  a  place  that  doesn’t  have  leaves 
that  turn  red  and  orange  in  fall 
and  really  just  has  the  wrong  trees 


BARBRA  STREISAND 


All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


I  can’t  imagine  hot  chocolate 
or  chestnuts  roasting  away 
in  a  place  where  the  weather’s  not  fit 
for  a  New  Englander  to  stay 


(20) 


GBM,  26  y/o,  57"  140  lbs,  8",  u/c  seeks 
hot,  hairy,  handsome,  hung,  horny, 
husky,  humpy,  healthy,  hunks  nation¬ 
wide  for  steamy,  sweaty,  uninhibited 
sexual  encounters.  Race  and  age  are 
unimportant.  Write  John  Thomas,  PO 
Box  840,  Elizabeth,  NJ,  07207-0840.  (20) 


So  feast  on  your  bird  and  your  pie 
but  remember  it's  never  the  same 
as  the  holidays  spent  quite  nearby 
in  the  place  where  the  Pilgrims  first 
came. 

Gobble,  gobble.  I  love  you,  Hershey. 

_ (20) 


FOR  SALE:  Remnants  of  a  once-great 
Streisand  memorabilia  collection 
(^  “Mem'ries  light  the  corners  of  my 
mind  .  .  .”  ).  Items  for  sale  include 

import  albums  &  singles,  snapshots, 
8  x  10"  glossies,  1-sheet  movie  posters, 
movie  programs,  rehearsal  &  interview 
tapes,  buttons,  sheet  music,  etc.  Write 
to  Susan  (who  else?)  at  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St,  Boston,  MA  02111  for  a  more 
complete  list. _ (19) 


WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Open  now!  Every  weekend  thru  12/23, 
plus  Thurs.  eves  in  December. 
Downstairs  at  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St.,  Inman  Sq.,  Cam- 
bridge.  Everyone  welcome. _ (23) 


SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  Internation 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Advi 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  loi 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochu 
Box  1233-L.  Los  Angeles.  CA  900 
213-876-2076.  ( 


GCN  SPECIALS 


EXTRA  COMPUTER  TABLE? 

Our  Sustainer  Drive  to  buy  our  own 
computer  has  been  a  success,'  and 
we  ll  soon  have  one  in-house.  Does 
anybody  out  there  have  a  table  (on 
wheels)  big  enough  to  put  one  of  these 
little  buggers  on,  say,  2  feet  wide  and 
two  feet  deep?  If  so,  call  Mike  at 
426-4469  M-F  10-6.  Thanks! _ (c) 


MOVERS 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


THEATER  GROUP  NEEDS  SPACE 

Lesbian  theater  group  needs 
free/cheap  access  to  stage  once-a- 
month,  or  less.  Please  contact  Sandy 
Dwyer,  522-8153. _ (20) 


GWM,  40s,  academic,  140  lbs,  6'1 ", 
quiet,  domestic  and  sensual  seeks 
similar  for  possible  relationship. 
Please  respond  to  GCN  Box  82. _ (c) 


SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance -Community 
Group  offers  political/social  activities. 
Meet/work  with  your  neighbors.  For  in¬ 
fo  write  GALA,  PO  Box  45211,  Somer- 
vi lie,  MA  02145. _ (c) 


BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITY 


GWM  kind,  warm,  like  to  dance  go  to 
movies  dinner  etc  seeks  GWM  21-27  for 
companionship  possibly  more.  Please 
write  GCN  Box  81. _ (20) 


LESBIAN  &  GAY  ALUM 
OF  HAMILTON  COLLEGE 

Queers  of  Hamilton  &  Kirkland!  It’s 
time  to  organize  that  Hill.  For  more  info 
write  Richard  Burns  at  GCN  Box  57, 167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA02111.  (c) 


Lesbian  owned/operated  leather  goods 
custom  mfg.  business  seeking  in¬ 
vestors,  wholesalers  and  customers. 
Need  capital  now;  giving  excellent 
terms.  Inquire:  Sanders  Leather,  Box 
712,  Wabash,  IN  46992.  (20) 


DESKS  ANYONE? 

GCN’s  semi-new  Managing  Editor  is 
looking  for  a  desk  (his  milkerate  collec¬ 
tion  is  getting  shaky)  about  48"  wide 
and  30"  deep,  with  drawers.  If  you  know 
of  such  a  beast,  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 
Thanks! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25f 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Care f ul  Movers  641-1234 


FOR  SALE 


BI-CONNECTIONS 

New  neteworking  service  for  bisexual 
women.  Friendships,  relationships, 
business,  interest/support  groups. 
SASE  to  P.O.  Box  193,  Kendall  Sq., 
Cambridge,  MA  02142. _ (20) 


L.A.K. 

On  a  holiday,  it  hardly  seems  fair 
to  have  two  whole  poems  to  write 
it’s  a  short  week,  on  top  of  this,  dear 
What  can  I  say  that’s  not  trite? 


LESBIAN  CHANUKAH  BLESSING 

Lesbian  ritual-nonreligious-for  all  eight 
nights  of  Chanukah.  $1.25  ea  Judith 
Stein  —  BOBBEH  MEISEHS  PRESS  137 
Tremont  St,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  (22) 


BOOKS/  BOOKS!!  BOOKS!!! 

GCN  Prisoner  Project  is  all  out  of  gay 
books  to  send  out  to  prisoners.  If  you 
have  some  paperbacks  you’re  through 
with,  please  send  them  or  bring  them 
by.  Thanks.  (GCN  PP,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston  MA  02111.) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


ORGANIZATIONS 


SAFE  CLEAN  REGULAR  SEX 
Desired  by  Unlv  prof  33  GA  FP  pref  WM 
18-30  GP  FA  reliable  discreet  non-bar 
type.  Muscles&bubble  butt  turn  me  on. 
Send  pic&tel  SHIEKH  89  Mass  Ave 
#144  Boston  02115.  Lets  avoid 
AIDS&have  fun. _ (22) 


So  I  think  I’ll  relax  for  this  day 
and  take  the  easy  route  home 
and  refer  you  to  N.I.P.A. 
and  make  you  share  this  week's 
poem. 


(20) 


Tracking  Our  Way  Through  Time:  A  Les¬ 
bian  Herstory  Calendar/Journalis 

available!  260  spiral-bound  pages  of 
facts/photos/quotes/graphics  doc 
umenting  Lesbian  herstory.  Designed 
as  a  journal  and  engagement  calendar, 
this  treasure  will  create  daily  Lesbian 
energy.  Now  in  wimmin's  bookstores  or 
send  $10.50  +  $1  postage  to  SAND¬ 
PIPER  BOOKS-G;  PO  Box  268139; 
Chicago,  IL 60626-8139. _ (22) 


LESBIANS  W/  DISABILITIES 

Let’s  meet  and  get  to  know  each  other. . 
You’ve  nothing  to  lose  but  your  isola¬ 
tion!  Call  Janet  at  524-1890. _ (21) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 
NO  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238. 


5. 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  If  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•  BUSINESS:  General  Rule — if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUC 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSE! 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-184 8 


Section  1 


NAME  . 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. . 
ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Section  2 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN 's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad,  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad. 


Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 

•  Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 
,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 


02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling.  _ 


Section  3 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

x  .75 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines) 

x  .25 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or 

part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

= 

TOTAL  fori  Week 

(Add) 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

= 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

= 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

= 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


□  Ckng  copies:  #wks_ 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  f 
renewal. 


SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen .) 
$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  oi 
bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pa 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  b 
for  balance. 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSJFIEDS 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 
167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Classifieds  housemates 

ROOMMATES _ 


“Page  10  •  Gay  Community  News,  December  1,  1984- 


1  seek  roommate  GM  23-30  to  look  for  or 

who  already  rents  2  bdrm  apt  in  Quincy. 
Max  share  of  my  rent  is  $250  incl  all 
utils.  NOT  A  SEX  AD!  Stephen  583-0437 
wk  eves,  wkend  any.  _ (21) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
LF  37  seeks  L  30s  to  share  2  bdrm 
spacious  apt  in  Quincy  3  mins  from  T 
Dog  in  res  400  incl  ht,  util.  773-4489.  (21) 

Prof  LF  28  sks  1  responsible  LF  26  +  to 
shr  plsnt  5  rm  house  w/yrd  in  J.  Plain  on 
busline  10  min  walk  to  Forest  Hills  very 
nr  Arboretum  and  Jamaica  Pond  I  am 
non-veg  prefer  non-smkr  and  no  pets. 
$270’month  +  Vi  utils  call  Cathy  after 
6:00, 522-4690. _ (20) 

SEMI-COOP 

Women's  hse  in  Allston  seeks  5th  to 
complete  our  home.  We  are  politically 
aware,  mixed  preference,  open  to  pets 
near  T  &  BFC  200+  avail  12/1  787-2192 
(eves  +  weekends). _ (20) 

2  rms  avail  in  indep  Fort  Hill  house  w  2 

GM  Idog  2cats  $250/mo  incl  util.  Must 
be  respon  &  able  2  pk  up  after  yrself 
shd  hv  car  call  Bob  427-3829. _ (20) 

Newton  near  Watertown  Sq.  LF24 
seeks  mature  +  independent  LF  in  20s 
to  share  6rm  apt.  Yard,  off  st  prkng,  nr 
pub  trans,  nice  nbrhd.  $225  + utils. 
Must  like  dogs  smkrs  ok  but  no  more 
pets  please  call  Monica  527-4037.  (20) 

BROOKLINE  VILLAGE 

LF42  &  son13  seek  4  housemates  to 
share  Ig  Victorian  home  w /  2  dogs  2 
cats  &  piano.  Children  ok.  No  smoking, 
alcohol  or  drugs.  Avail  immed. 
$250-$350.  incl  util.  Call  566-1873.  (20) 

LF  to  share  sunny  +  spacious  2bdrm  in 
3-fam  house  w/porches,  yard  in  safe 
area.  Friendly  semi-veg  neat  non-smkr. 
£250+  negot.  783-0204  nites. _ (20) 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


2  LF  seek  3rd  for  5  room  JP  apt.  1  of  us 
smokes.  Have  1  cat  —  more  pets.  Rent 
$142  +  utilities  Call  522-2104  in  morn¬ 
ing _ 

Gay  male,  20,  seeks  roommate.  Can 
pay  up  to  $200/month  for  place  in 
Boston.  Call  Mike  426-4469.  (c) 


MATURE  GOOD  HUMORED 
TEACHER  SEEKS  ROOMMATE 
in  beautiful  South  End  duplex  5  min  fr 
Copley  $500  +  electricity  with  heat  in¬ 
cluded.  Magnif  living  room.  Roof  deck. 
Lge  bedrooms  washer  dryr 
(617)536-1160.  No  sex  calls  please.  (20) 

APARTMENTS _ 

APT  IN  THE  COUNTRY 

Spacious  1st  fir  apt,  1  bdrm,  kitchen 
w/pantry,  Iv  rm,  dnng  rm.  In  small  city 
surrounded  by  apple  country.  Lesbian 
owned  +  occup.  15  min  to  Rte  495, 
$400/mo  +  util.  Avail  Dec  1.  Barb  and 
Chris  in  Clinton  368-0406. _ (c) 

FOR  RENT  NEPONSET  DORCHESTER 
NEW  LUXURY  TOWNHOUSE 
AVAIL  NOV.  1 

6  bedrooms  (one  w/outdoor  patio)  din¬ 
ing  rm  w/outdoor  deck  eat-in  kitchen 
dw  gd  2  dr  frig  Ig  living  rm  3  working 
fireplaces  3  bathrooms  2  tubs  w/jacuz- 
zis  carpetted  throughout  washer/dryer 
burgler  alarm  fire  and  smoke  alarms 
central  AM/FM  stereo  throughout  park¬ 
ing  for  5  cars  Ig  landscaped  fenced 
garden  walking  distance  to  T.  $1400 
month  incl  heat.  Call  for  appt  anytime. 
Brockton  area  583-9245,  Boston 
268-6300. _  (20) 


ROOMS  FOR  RENT 

MASS  AVE-SOUTH  END 

Large  clean  rooms  in  gay  owned  and 
run  rooming  house.  Room  has  ref.  sink 
and  hotplate  with  full  kitchen  and  laun¬ 
dry  in  building.  Rents  —  85  week.  Call 
Mike  at  542-2137.  (21) 


APARTMENT  WANTED 

2  quiet  resp.  prof.  GM  18  and  32  seek 
nice  4-plus  rm  North  Shore  apt  or  house 
fm  Jan  1st.  Sublet,  seasonal,  or  share 
considered  Call  ASAP  Dave  or  Gusty  at 
(617)241-7623. _ (21) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

EDITOR  for  OUT!,  Wisconsin’s  monthly 
lesbian/gay  newspaper.  Full  time;  can 
be  shared  time.  Strong  writing,  editing 
skills  essential.  Send  resume  and  cover 
letter  by  Dec.  14  to  OUT!,  PO  Box  148, 
Madison,  Wl  53701.  _ (21) 

HELP  END  VIOLENCE 
Mass  Coalition  of  Battered  Women  Ser¬ 
vice  Groups  needs  fun¬ 

draisers/outreach  workers.  Salary  and 
benefits.  Call  btwn  10-3,  (617)497-7237. 
_ _ (24) 

'  ,  ,  S"  ?  ♦, 


Staff  Coord  self-identified  feminist 
committed  to  the  empowerment  of  all 
women  inc|u  women  of  color,  older 
women,  lesbians,  poor  &  working  class 
women.  Entails  coord  volunteers,  crisis 
intervention,  support  &  advocacy.  20 
hrs,  6.50/hr.  Letter  of  interest  by  12/1/84, 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St,  Cam- 
bridge,  M  A  02139, _ (20) 

LAY-OUT  ARTIST  WANTED 
From  start  to  finish  product  —  for 
adult/swingers  tabloid  —  no  prudes 
please.  Apollo  Publications,  89 
Massachusetts  Ave-Suite  290,  Boston, 
MA  021 15,  or  call  1-755-0658. _ (20) 

NEWS  EDITOR  &  AD  MANAGER 

GCN  seeks  applicants  to  begin  late 
fall/early  winter.  News  Editor:  Coor¬ 
dinate  news  dep’t;  write/assign  articles 
on  local/national/international  issues; 
edit  and  layout  copy.  Develop/expand 
GCN’s  coverage  of  events  and  issues 
of  concern  to  gay  people  of  color. 
Strong  writing/editing  skills;  familiarity 
with  gay/lesbian  issues;  knowledge  of 
racial/ethnic  communities  and  con¬ 
cerns.  Ad  Manager:  Solicit  revenue- 
producing  ads  and  develop  strategies 
for  increased  advertising;  send  out 
monthly  billings.  Strong  organiza¬ 
tional/interpersonal/recordkeeping 
skills.  Previous  sales/related  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Positions'  require 
commitment  to  gay  libera¬ 
tion/feminism/social  change/anti-racist 
politics/collective  decision  making. 
Salary:  $150/week  +  paid  health/life  in¬ 
surance  &  3  wks  vacation.  Apply  by 
Nov.  30,  1984  to  Gordon  Gottlieb,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.,  #5  ,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
Lesbians/gay  men  of  color  particularly 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (c) 

CLIENT  SERVICES  COORDINATOR 

Position  avail  11/15/84  at  the  Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Couseling  Service,  a  lie  mental 
health  clinic  in  Boston.  RESP  front  of¬ 
fice  manag,  inc  client  intake  sched; 
client  billing;  maint  of  clinical  and  ad¬ 
min  sys;  tel  coverage;  routine  cler 
duties.  REQUIR:  exc  comm  skills;  some 
basic  bkkping  helpful;  famil  w/third- 
party  billing  a  plus.  HRS:  Mon-Fri,  40 
hrs/flex  sched.  SALARY: 
$10,000-11,400,  dep  on  exp.  Resumes  to 
GLCS,  600  Washington  St,  Suite  219, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  No  phone  calls  pis. 
GLCS  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  M/F/Handicap- 
ped. _ (20) 

NEEDED:  VOLUNTEER  STAFF 
at  the  Women’s  Center  in  Cambridge. 
Especially  day  slots  (10-2,  2-6),  3  month 
commitment.  Call  Andrea  354-8807.  (20) 

Help  a  battered  women’s  shelter. 
Renewal  House  fundraiser'  seeks 
volunteers  for  short  projects.  Call 
Gracia,  (617)277-4194,  Wed-Fri.  (14) 

- n — ars — 


COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

serving  students,  elderly  and  the 
gay  community  of  greater  Boston 
seeks  to  fill  the  following  positions: 

Medical  Technologist  —  Perm,  f-t 
lab  generalist  (MT/ASCP  or  equiv) 
wanted  to  help  expand  center  lab’s 
hrs  of  service.  Aftnoon  and  early 
eve  hrs. 

Lab  Assistant  —  P-t.  Prev  lab  exp 
p  r  e  f 

The  following  help  is  needed  for  3 
7-month  AIDS  research  projects, 
with  the  possibility  of  further  fun- 
ding. 

Project  Managers)  —  To  coor¬ 
dinate,  manage  and  implement 
psychosocial,  educ  and 
epidemiological  studies  of  the  gay 
community  and  those  at  risk  for 
AIDS.  Master's  dgr  or  prev  research 
exp  required 

Nurse  Practitioner/Physician  Assis¬ 
tant  -  7  month  pos  to  work  on 
epidemiological  research  study  of 
gay  men.  RN  pref. 

Research  Assistant(s)  —  assist 
Project  Mgr  in  recruit  of  subjects, 
sched  and  collection  of  data. 

Excellent  benefits,  competitive 
salary  Please,  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  stating  salary  re¬ 
quirements  to:  Executive  Director, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
16  Haviland  St,  Boston,  MA  02115. 
Please  No  Phone  Calls! 


FIREWOOD 


COLONIAL  FIREWOOD 

We  will  deliver  +  stack  seasoned  kiln 
dried  New  England  Oak,  nature's  best 
firewood.  Apt  deliveries  our  speciality 
small  +  large  quantities.  Call  734-0807. 
_ (21) 


RESORTS 


VISIT  A  WINTER  WONDERLAND 

In  the  heart  of  New  Hampshire's  White 
Mountains,  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN  has 
miles  of  x-country  ski  trails,  ice  skating, 
snowshoeing.  Downhill  skiing  and 
sleigh  rides  nearby.  Lovely  rooms, 
private  baths.  GREAT  MID-WEEK  DIS¬ 
COUNTS!  Grace  &  Judi,  Innkeepers. 
Box  118G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574, 
(603)869-3978. _ _ (33) 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St,  P'town,  MA 
02  6  57 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. 


VACATIONS 


Vermont  farmhouse  sleeps  6  near  cross 
country  skiing  half  hr  to  Cannon  Dec 
22-Jan  1  $300  (802)866-3330  Laurie  or 
Janet. _ (20) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  the  heart  of  the 
Green  Mts.  Crisp  autumn  air,  cozy 
wood-burning  fires,  romantic,  rustic 
setting.  Beautiful  +  secluded. 
Delicious  veg.  meals.  X-country  or 
downhill  skiing,  horseback  riding,  hik¬ 
ing.  Call  early  to  reserve  space. 
(802)533-7772. _ 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840. 


SERVICES 


ORIENTAL  MASSAGE  THERAPY 

Correcting  posture,  preventing  injuries, 
increasing  energy,  general  health 
revitalization  and  relaxation. 
(617)923-9019. _ (21) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. _ 

COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (19 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225- for  appt. 


INCEST  SURVIVORS 

Support  group  for  women.  Margrit 
Romang,  MA,  CET.  646-7395. _ (c) 


NO  MORE  SHIT 


iimwnmimiiiiiimwfmtuHtHiMimmMMi 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THElft  BONDAGf 
(Alexander  BerVman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  ar 
Anarchist), 


I’m  seeking  a  penpal  who  might  like 
to  pass  the  time  a  bit  easier  with  me.  I 
am  fern,  so  I  would  prefer  someone 
butch;  who  knows,  one  day  we  may 
meet  and  make  a  go  of  things.  I  was 
gay  before  coming  here,  had  a  lover 
who  did  me  dirty,  so  now  I'm  looking 
for  a  person  who’s  honest,  sincere 
and  very  sensitive  I  like  older  per¬ 
sons  (30-50)  who  are  experienced 
(smile).  Hopefully  you  also  like 
children  as  I  have  2  young  ones  (3  &  5) 
from  my  very  early  marriage.  Hoping 
to  hear  from  someone  soon.  Karin 
RODRIGUEZ,  10847,  Cottage  A, 
Drawer  E,  Clinton  NJ  08809. 


I'm  37,  single,  love  to  shoot  pool, 
horseback  riding,  swimming,  and 
movies.  I’d  -like  my  name  added  to 
your  list  for  correspondents.  Shirley 
JAMES,  20543,  Miller  B1404,  Frontera 
CA  91720.  


I  GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER  I 
I  PROJECT 

I  We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they  I 

■  are  donated  and  when  money  fori 
I  postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal  I 
I  ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting  I 
[list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by  I 
I  little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
I  power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
I  support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
I  bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
I  contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks),  I 

■  please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian  I 

■  Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont  I 
1st..  5th  FI.,  BostonjyiA  021 1 1,  Thanksij 


I’m  23  and  my  hobbies  include  rac¬ 
quet  ball,  skating,  and  interior 
decorating.  I’d  like  to  correspond  with 
women  and  men.  Sandra  FREEMAN, 
PO  Box  3535,  Norco  CA  91760. 

Black  female,  Aries,  interested  in 
meeting  someone  nice.  Joyce 
JOHNSON,  18006  HB755L,  Frontera 
CA  91720. _ 

33  yr  old  Libra  enjoys  music,  travel¬ 
ing,  chess,  and  swimming.  I  would 
like  to  correspond  with  someone  to 
share  my  thoughts  and  dreams.  I  have 
no  preference  in  age,  nationality  or 
race.  Jacqui  JAMES,  W-19976, 
BB1144,  Frontera  CA  91720. _ 

I'd  like  to  correspond  with  any  na¬ 
tionality.  I  like  most  outdoor  sports, 
love  baseball,  dancing  and  hairstyl¬ 
ing.  I’m  a  professional  hairstylist. 
Lynda  POLK,  19367  Harrison  A634L, 
Frontera  CA  91720. 

Nice  woman  to  write  to.  I  live  in  a 
mental  hospital.  Marie  CHEATLEY, 
Box  A.  Oakdale  IA  52319. 

I  have  been  a  homosexual  all  my  life.  I 
am  seeking  sincere  correspondence 
with  sincere  individual.  I’m  45,  love 
art  and  music.  Thank  you.  Susan 
KIRKWOOD,  19217  BB1134,  Frontera 
CA  91720. 
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Prisoners  and  Friends! 

Let  gay  organizations  in  your 
area  know  what’s  happening 
with  lesbians  and  gay  men 
behind  bars;  regularly  -  to  raise 
their  consciousness  little  by  lit- 
.  tie  and  increase  the  chances  of 
I  contact  between  people  inside 
Land  out.  GCN  will  send  a  list  of 
I  gay  organizations  in  your  area. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


“In  an  unjust  state,  the  only  place  for  \ 
a  just  person  is  in  jail.” 


Info  needed  on  prisoners  and  AIDS: 
How  has  AIDS  been  dealt  with  by 
prisoner,  guards  and  administration 
officials  where  you  are?  Have  they  us¬ 
ed  AIDS  to  try  to  change  how  gays  are 
treated?  What  are  the  politics  of  this 
social  control'?  Please  send  your 
comments  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 
167  Tremont,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
Thanks. 


I  am  writing  in  hopes  of  finding  a 
friend  who  is  very  kind,  soft  hearted 
and  kind  like  myself.  I  have  auburn 
hair,  with  light  red  tint  and  sensuous 
green  (hazel)  eyes  and  am  very  nicely 
tanned,  t'm  waiting  patiently  for  a 
true  friend.  Please  write.  Larry 
TAYLOR,  075755,  PO  Box  1500 
No.518,  Cross  City  FL  32628. _ 

I  would  like  to  establish  a  meaningful 
dialogue  with  someone  from  your 
publication  and  share  some  of  the 
natural  talents  I  possess  in  the  areas 
of  poetry  writing,  art  (modern,  dimen¬ 
sional,  abstract)  leather  craft,  knitting 
adn  just  plain  conversation.  I  feel  I’m- 
a  mature  enough  individual  to  com¬ 
prehend  others'  points  of  view  with 
respect  to  their  likes  and  dislikes.. 
Ronald  DAVIS,  41138,  PO  Box  2,  Lans- 
ing  KS  66043. _ ___ 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  say  ‘I  am 
pleased  by  your  concern!'  I  didn’t  feel 
anyone  cared  anymore.  How  graceful 
it  is  to  find  people  who  care  about 
prisoners  and  the  gay  community. 
You  have  delighted  my  being!  Please 
send  more  papers  and  place  my  name 
in  your  penpal  list.  Ron  SMITH 
C-08074  Room  5106,  PO  Box  A-E,  San 

Luis  Obispo  CA  93409.  _ _ 

I  wish  to  correspond  with  a  gay 
Marxist-Leninist.  I’d  like  to  talk  with 
someone  about  the  politics  of  the  gay 
movement  from  a  lefty  point  of  view. 
If  interested,  please  write:  Albert  Chui 
CLARK,  79909,  Camp  J  Gator  1-L-10, 
[Angola  LA  70712. 


Green  eyes,  locked  up  but  will  be  out 
before  long  and  living  in  Boston  area. 
Am  good  looking,  well  built  and  in¬ 
terested  in  meeting  people  who  are 
interested  in  friendship/relationship.' 
Only  sensitive  and  caring  please. 
James  DeWITT,  27519,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City  IN  46360. _ 

Very  caring  gay  man  would  love  to 
write  others,  enjoys  reading,  out¬ 
doors,  sharing  past,  present  and 
future.  (Can  receive  mail  from  other 
prisoners.)  James  R.  CONE  (Jamie), 
277249-1 B2,  PO  Box  1000,  Steilacoom 
WA  98388. _ 

JACK  WHITE!! 

I  want  very  much  to  write  you.  Richard 
Chapin,  19485,  PO  Box  14,  Boise  ID 
83707. _ 

Even  if  only  one  person  answers  my 
plea  for  someone  to  correspond  with 
it  will  be  a  blessing.  I  have  many  in¬ 
terests  including  chess,  poetry,  swim¬ 
ming,  weight  lifting  and  meeting  in¬ 
teresting  people.  George  D. 
JOHNSON,  905373,  PO  Box  520 
(10-F-8),  Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 

I  could  already  be  out  of  prison  if  I 
I  had  some  outside  help  finding  a  job 
|  and  a  place  to  live.  I  am  an  artist  and 
poet;  am  religious  and  would  like  to 
|  go  into  the  ministry.  I  like  all  types  of 
sex  but  not  S&M.  Rob  SCOTT,  624655, 
Spruce  Hall  C-8,  Shelton  WA  98584 
Seeking  correspondence  with  gay 
and  transvestite  men  for  possible 
relationship.  Not  looking  for  financial 
involvement,  but  a  hopefully  lasting 
relationship/friendship.  Charles 
HUGENOT,  PO  Box  158-312,  Lowell 

FL  32663. _ 

Slender,  tall,  attractive  gay  man 
needs  friends  in  correspondence.  I 
love  music,  video,  martial  arts,  and 
dancing.  My  letters  will  not  be 
without  excitement.  Patrick  David 
CHURCH,  045546,  PO  Box  221, 
Raiford  FL  32083.  _ _ 


m 


I  Just  received  my  first  copy  of  GCN 
land  believe  me  I  was  very  happy  to 
I  receive  it.  I  would  also  like  to  receive 
I  letters  from  people  from  the  outside 
(world.  I  am  trying  to  protect  myself 
(from  a  dangerous  situation  in  here 
( (where  some  inmates  want  to  rape  me 
(and  the  officials  won’t  put  me  in  pro- 
|tective  custody.  If  anyone  knows 
|  where  I  can  get  some  legal  help  with 
(this  case  I’d  really  appreciate  it! 

Thanks!  Isaiah  GATHINGS, 
105741-016,  Pembroke  Sta.,  Danbury 

CT  06810. 


received  the  sample  of  your  wonder¬ 
ful  newspaper  and  will  be  very  happyl 
Ito  be  able  to  receive  it  regularly,  if 
I  would  also  love  to  hear  from  any  of  I 
lyour  able-minded  readers  (except  l| 
lam  not  allowed  to  hear  from  other | 
(prisoners.  Always  Resisting,  Frank  EE| 
I  WADE,  B-064304,  PO  Box  1500,  Cross  | 
|  City  FL  32628. 

am  desperately  in  need  of  legal  I 
(assistance  and  advice  to  overcome) 
|the  wrong  decisions  a  public  | 
(defender  made  that  ended  me  up  in  f 
| here.  I  am  a  little  scared  here  too. 
(Please  write  if  you  have  some  useful  I 
(info.  Woodrow  ROSE,  083781,  PO  Box  | 
(221,  Raiford  FL  32083. 

(John  3:16  doesn't  say  anything  about  I 
(race,  sex,  or  sexual  preference.  We| 
(are  family  and  that  includes  TVs  and  | 
|TSs.  I  am  a  member  of  MCC  and| 
(would  like  to  extend  my  hand  to  myj 
(brothers  and  sisters  behind  bars.  Get| 
(in  touch  with  me  or  your  localj 
(Metropolitan  Community  Church) 
((gay)  for  penpal  and  other  friendship) 
|support.  N.  Schreve,  PO  Box  1133, | 
1  Flint  Ml  48501. _ 

RECORDS!!! 

(Tom  Wilson,  singer/songwriter/come- 
(dian  has  given  us  some  records  to  I 
(send  out  to  prisoners  who  have  the 
(means  to  play  them.  Write  the  GCN 
(prisoner  project,  while  the  supply 
I  lasts! 


C4L€NDhR 


November  24 
to 

December  12 

24  Saturday 

Boston  —“The  Country  Between  Us’’  by 
Carolyn  Forchg.  Suffolk  University  Theater, 
55  Temple  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  11PM.  Also  3PM 
on  Sunday.  $3.  Info:  723-4700  x581. 

Salem  —  Pizza  Party  with  North  Shore  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Alliance.  As  You  Like  It 
restaurant,  203  Essex  St.  7PM.  All  you  can 
eat:  $5;  $6  for  non-members. 

Boston  —  “Torch  Song  Trilogy”:  at  the 

Shubert  Theater,  265  Tremont  St.  Shows: 
Mon. -Sat.,  8PM;  Wed. -Sat.  2PM.  Tickets: 
$20-$32.50.  Info:  426-4520. 

Boston  —  “Had  She  Spoken”  presented  by 
Double  Edge  Theatre;  Church  of  Saints  Luke 
&  Margaret,  40  Brighton  Ave.  8PM.  Show 
runs  through  Dec.  8.  $8,  $7  students/senior 
citizens.  Info:  776-9474. 

Boston  —  “Working”  presented  by  the 
Newbury  Street  Theater;  565  Boylston  St., 
Copley  Square.  Play  continues  through  Dec. 
15.  8PM.  $5.  Reservations:  437-0517. 


27  tuesday 

Boston  —  “Alternative  Families:  A  Forum  on 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Parenting”  sponsored  by 
BLGPA's  Reproductive  Rights  Committee; 
UMASS,  100  Arlington  St.,  Rm.  222. 
7:30PM. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Fat  Liberation,  a  drop- 
in  discussion  group;  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-8PM  introduc¬ 
tory,  8-9PM  regular  group.  For  lesbians  over 
200  lbs.  Info:  524-5462. 

Boston  —  Neighborhood  Responsive  Polic¬ 
ing  Program’s  Kenmore  Police/Community 
Panel  Meeting;  The  Towers,  140  Bay  State 
Rd.  7PM.  Info:  Mary  Ellen,  247-4457. 

28  Wednesday 

Boston  —  “Jump  for  Justice,”  a  dance 
benefit  for  the  Coalition  for  Human  Rights; 
Cyclorama,  539  Tremont  St.  9PM-1AM.  $5. 
Info:  725-4225  or  266-8557. 

Boston  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Net¬ 
work  discussion:  “The  Dating  Dilemma”; 
Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  7PM.  In¬ 
fo:  BBWN,  P.O.  Box  1534,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130. 

Boston  —  Neighborhood  Responsive  Polic¬ 
ing  Program’s  East  Fenway  Police/Com- 
nrantty  Panel  Meeting;  Morville  House.  100 
Norway  St.  7PM.  Info:  247-4457. 


Virginia  Apuzzo 


Cambridge  —  “Lesbian  &  Gay  Perspectives 
on  the  1984  Elections:  Where  do  we  go  from 
here?”  with  Speakers  Virginia  Apuzzo, 
Robert  Bauman,  Gil  Gerald 4  and  Chris  Rid- 
diough;  Kennedy  School  of  Government,  79 
John  F.  Kennedy  St.  8PM.  Info:  Sharon 
Keady,  495-1380. 


29  thursday 

Boston  —  Citywide  Lesbian  &  Gay  Consti¬ 
tuency  of  the  Rainbow  Coalition  meeting  to 
discuss  anti-racist  work,  building  a  gay 
presence  in  the  Rainbow,  and  post-election 
activities.  7:30PM.  Info:  Catherine  or  Malka, 
364-5938. 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 
would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 

30  friday 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  “T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 

Cambridge  —  “Requiem  For  A  Resurrec¬ 
tion”  by  the  Performing  Arts  Ensemble;  In¬ 
stitute  for  Contemporary  Dance,  5  Magazine 
St.,  Central  Square.  8PM.  $6,  $4  senior 
citizens  &  children.  Also  on  Saturday. 


Cambridge  —  Jewish  Women’s  Open 
Discussiolf  Group  Potluck  Dinner;  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  $1.50  suggested  donation.  Info: 
Joanie,  566-2558  or  Suzi,  628-4165. 

Dorchester  —  “The  Nutcracker”  performed 
by  the  North  Atlantic  Baflet;  Strand  Theatre, 
543  Columbia  Rd.  7PM.  Also  Saturday  at 
7PM  and  2PM.  $7,  $5  senior  citizens/stu¬ 
dents.  Info:  282-8000. 

Boston  —  ‘  ‘  Season  of  Thunder,  ’  ’  a  film  record- 
ing  the  Philippine  National  Liberation  Move¬ 
ment,  and  a  presentation  by  Lydia  Bayoneta, 
Filipina  activist,  sponsored  by  All  People’s 
Congress;  Emmanuel  Church,  15  Newbury 
St.  7:30PM.  $3.50.  Info:  424-1176. 


december  1  Saturday 

Boston  —  “Something  About  the  Women,” 

an  interview  with  Sojourner  staff  members; 
WMFO  91.5FM.  12-1PM. 

Cambridge  —  Dignity/ Boston’s  12th  An¬ 
niversary  buffet  and  dance  party;  Fantasy’s 
In-town,  21  Brookline  St.,  Central  Square. 
7PM.  $17  members,  $20  non-members.  In¬ 
fo:  536-6518. 


2  Sunday 

Boston  —  Dignity/Boston  Mass  of  Celebra¬ 
tion;  Arlington  Street  Church,  corner  of 
Boylston  &  Arlington  Sts.  5:30PM.  All 
welcome. 

Boston  —  Public  pledge  of  resistance  to  U  S. 

invasion  of  Central  America.  3PM,  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral,  Tremont  St.  Info:  354-0008. 


Dorchester  —  Concert  for  Justice  &  Peace  in 
El  Salvador  with  Roy  Brown,  “Sabia,”  Ar¬ 
mando  Martinez,  “Llactamazi,”  &  Jose 
Masso;  Strand  Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd. 
7:30PM.  $9.  Info:  661-0202. 

Milford  —  Tri-County  Association  discussion 
group:  “The  Continuing  Process  of  Coming 
Out.”  Info:  376-8145. 

3  monday 

Boston  —  New  Women’s  Chorus  auditions. 
UMass/Downtown,  100  Arlington  St.,  6th 
floor.  6:30PM. 


4  tuesday 

Boston  —  Eleanor  Antin,  feminist  video  & 
performance  artist,  will  give  an  illustrated 
lecture;  The  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art, 
955  Boylston  St.  8PM.  $3.50/$2.50  ICA 
members,  students. 


5  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Fundraiser  party  for  Central 
America  Referendum  Campaign,  Artists  Call, 
and  Medical  Aid  to  Nicaragua;  the  1270, 
1270  Boylston  St.  9PM- 1AM.  $5  in  advance, 
$6  at  door.  Info:  227-7335. 


6  thursday 

Boston  —  Bright  Morning  Star  performance 
sponsored  by  Mobilization  for  Survival; 
Morse  Aud.,  602  Commonwealth  Ave.  8PM. 
$5  in  advance,  $6  at  door.  Info:  354-0008. 

Bosten  —  “Travel  Notes  of  a  Small-Town 
Colored  Girl”  by  Kate  Rushin.  3:30PM; 
Trustman  Art  Gallery,  Simmons  College,  300 
The  Fenway.  Free  and  open  to  all.  Into:  Afro- 
American  Studies  Program,  738-3105. 


7  friday 

Cambridge  —  Black  Rose  Lecture:  “Con¬ 
troversial  Sex,”  with  Tom  Reeves  (man-boy 
love);  Beryl  Hofstein  (lesbian  S/M),  Ann 
Kotell  (monogamy),  &  Pete  Wilson  (gay  pro¬ 
miscuity);  MIT,  Building  9,  rm.  150,  105 
Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info:  492-6259. 


8  Saturday 

Boston  —  “Choosing  Children,”  a  film  on 
lesbian  mothers;  BU  Morse  Auditorium,  602 
Commonwealth  Ave.  8PM.  $5  in  advance, 
$6  at  door.  Info:  536-7128. 

Northampton  —  Casselberry-Dupree  with 
Toshi  Reagon  and  the  Agitones.  Susan 
Freundlich,  sign  interpreter.  8PM,  Calvin 
Theater.  $7  general  admission,  $9  con¬ 
tributing,  $5  under  14/over  60.  Info- 
412-584-2637. 

12  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Discussion  for  Lesbians  Ex¬ 
periencing  Violence  in  Their  Relationships 

(only),  with  Carolyn  Ramsey  &  Althea  Smith, 
facilitators;  Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Central  Square.  8PM.  Info: 
Respond,  623-5900. 


Notes 

had  She  spoken  translated  and 
adapted  by  Diana  Robbins  and  Michael 
McDowell  from  If  You  Had  Spoken, 
Desdemona  by  Christine  Bruckner. 
Directed  by  Stacy  Klein.  With  Meg 
Carley,  Diana  Robbins,  Kayla  Black 
'and  Lorien  Corbelletti.  At  Double  Edge 
Theater,  40  Brighton  Ave.  Allston. 

Take  one  legendary  lesbian  poet,  a 
14th  century  naive  beauty  wronged  by 
idolizing  love,  an  18th  century  child- 
bride  who  grabs  for  sexual  goodies  and 
gets  punished,  and  a  modern  terrorist 
deciding  to  commit  suicide  in  solitary 
confinement  —  give  ’em  overlapping 
monologues  and  stage  directions  — 
and  you’ll  have  a  pretty  good  vision  of 
Double  Edge  Theater’s  production  Had 
She  Spoken. 

Given  the  busy-ness  of  this  cast  of 
characters,  this  company  deserves 
commendation  for  its  tight  pacing,  ef¬ 
fective  set  and  generally  good  acting. 
Still,  there  are  some  minutes  that  seem 
less  than  genuine  —  moments  of  glan¬ 
cing  at  the  audience  instead  of  the 
stage,  wondering  why  these  women 
are  getting  so  worked  up  about  their 
lousy  husbands,  tragic  love  affairs  and 
bum  raps  in  history. 

In  this  ideological  dance  between 
romance  and  reality,  a  cloying  Sappho 
and  the  terrorist-comic  Gudrun  Ensslin 
(of  the  West  German  Baader-Meinhof 
Gang)  end  up  oddly  on  the  same  other¬ 
worldly  side  —  and  actually  in  each 
others  arms  in  the  one  moment  of  les¬ 
bian  almost-sex.  On  the  side  of  every¬ 
day  women,  Donna  Laura  and  Effi 
Briest  both  grapple  with  dispassionate 
husbands  and  disappointing  lovers. 
While  Gudrun  and  Effi  both  pull  power¬ 
fully  for  the  audience’s  attention  and 
both  offer  sentiments  I  could  identify 
with,  Gudrun’s  mortally  rational 
politics  pump  up  her  emotions  till  they 
seem  too  manic  to  be  convincing.  In 
contrast,  Effi  manages  to  carry  us  with 
her  through  her  childishness  into  an 
engaging  portrayal  of  lust,  terror  and 
withdrawal. 

The  promotional  material  for  Had 
She  Spoken  used  the  phrases  “searing 
penetration” .  and  “passionate  and 
poetic”  —  I  guess  it  was  the  context 
that  made  it  clear  I  was  not  to  expect 
any  hot  sex,  but  rather,  “the  universal 
struggle  and  challenge  of  growing  into 
womanhood.”  Which  is  not  to  say  the 
play  doesn’t  deal  with  the  sex  lives  of 
four  impassioned,  eloquent 
characters.  It  even  did  feel  slightly 
“searing,”  though  that  quality  was  pro¬ 
bably  more  from  being  screamed  at 
than  from  being  caught  up  in  the 
characters’  lives.  Maybe  I’m  just  less 
willing  than  most  to  “suspend  my 
disbelief.” 

At  any  rate,  it’s  a  good  feminist 
lesson  in  history.  Go  check  it  out  for 
yourself. 

*  —  Loie  Hayes 


Bright  Morning  Star 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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